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AARP hosts call-in session on 
vaccine distribution in Bucks   

In an afternoon “town hall” Tuesday, 
Bucks County residents had an opportunity 
to call in and ask officials a range of ques-
tions about the county’s ongoing efforts to 
get people vaccinated against COVID-19.
Joanne Grossi, president of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of the AARP, hosted the program.
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Perkasie Borough now eligible 
for national historic status

Perkasie Borough’s downtown area is 
now eligible to become a National Historic 
District after a determination by the Penn-
sylvania State Historic Preservation Office. 
It allows Perkasie Borough to submit a final 
National Register nomination to the Preser-
vation Office in the coming months. 
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PennEnvironment Research & Policy Center conducted a study of 53 waterways in Pennsylvania, including the Delaware 
and tributaries. State Rep. Perry Warren, right, collects a sample from the Neshaminy Creek at Tyler Park. See page A5.

Count the Shamrock Contest winners.  Page A8

Microplastics revealed
HANNAH PITTEL

Cliff Lebowitz

The reopening of the crossing at Tini-
cum’s Headquarters Road at Sheep Hole 
Road may be progressing as PennDOT’s 
plan for a new two-lane bridge, but bitter 
controversy on the matter is continuing 
among competing groups of residents and 
their township supervisors. 

Efforts are continuing toward clarifying 
key issues. 

The present one-lane bridge was closed 
by PennDOT in 2011, and the two-lane re-
placement plan has been contested by res-
idents advocating for rehab of the existing 
bridge on grounds of environmental protec-
tion, historic preservation, and traffic safety. 
Those residents have in turn been vigorous-
ly contested by other residents, who deny 
the legitimacy of those arguments, while 
emphasizing frustration about travel incon-
venience, and especially increased response 
times for emergency vehicles, as a result of 
the closing. 

The latter residents, with support voiced 
by two of their supervisors, have also been 
sharply critical of the Delaware Riverkeeper 
Network (DRN), who has acted on behalf 
of those arguments before state and feder-
al agencies, as well as federal court, and 
the local philanthropist who is understood 
to provide DRN’s primary support for the 
matter. 

At their March 2 public board meeting, 
the three supervisors entertained discus-
sion with Kathryn Auerbach and Vladimir 
and Jesse Salamun, representing the rehab 
view, and Tim Cashman, representing in-
tense frustration with the subsequent delay 
of PennDOT’s plan. 

Tinicum Twp. 
bridge saga 
continues 
Historical value debated 
as environmental effects  
on land resurface

Freda R. Savana

The number of single-family homes pro-
posed in Bucks County last year was the 
lowest it’s been in several decades. Re-
quests for office space is also in steep de-
cline, according to the Bucks County Plan-
ning Commission. 

In its annual report, the commission said 
demand for multi-family housing has in-

creased dramatically, as have proposals for 
warehouse space. 

Michael Roedig, the commission’s di-
rector of planning services, said of the 988 
units the commission was asked to review 
in 2020, the great majority were multifami-
ly. “There was very little residential devel-
opment” proposed said Roedig, during the 
planners meeting last week.

A total of 70 detached single-family 

homes were proposed in 2020, according 
to the annual report. By comparison, 7,666 
were proposed in 1987, said Evan Stone, 
the planning commission’s executive di-
rector. However, 820 multifamily dwell-
ing units came into the BCPC for review. 
Doylestown Borough has four proposed; 
Lower Makefield has 200, Middletown 
Township has 610 and Northampton has 

Demand for single-family housing down 
Multifamily up in 2020 says Bucks County Planning Commission

Freda R. Savana

The COVID-19 pandemic has again 
caused Doylestown Borough to cancel its 
youth fishing program, including the popu-
lar opening day festivities that would have 
been held April 3, officials announced this 
week.

Also called off this year are the senior/
handicapped fishing derbies, the borough 
said. The much-anticipated programs are 
sponsored by The Friends of the Borough 
Dam and the Doylestown Rotary, in part-
nership with the borough.

“When we took the step last year, we told 
you that we would be back better than ever. 
That is still our pledge to you, but unfortu-
nately, we will have to wait another year,” 
said borough Manager John Davis, in a 
statement.

He assured the community that the youth 
program is “still alive” and both it and the 
pond that sits along East State Street and is 
part of Chapman Park are being “actively 
managed.” 

Doylestown cancels youth fishing program
Sponsoring organizations promise April comeback next year

FREDA SAVANA

Doylestown Borough has been forced to cancel its youth fishing program at its Bor-
ough Dam for a second year due to the pandemic.

Chris Ruvo

The Pineville Tavern is one step closer 
to being able to add a new outdoor dining 
option.

The historic Wrightstown establishment, 
whose history dates back to before the Rev-
olutionary War, wants to build a greenhouse 
with open sides on its patio where patrons 
can dine al fresco.

On Monday, March 8, the Wrightstown 
Board of Supervisors discussed the project 
with Pineville owner Andrew Abruzzese at 
a public work session meeting held virtually 
online.

The board viewed the proposed project 
favorably and authorized the drafting of a 
resolution that would, if approved, set the 
Pineville on the path to erecting the green-
house.

The resolution, which supervisors could 
possibly vote to approve or deny at their 
public Monday, March 15 meeting, will in-
clude certain conditions that the Pineville 
will have to meet.

These include limitations that will restrict 
any outdoor music to a type and volume lev-
el that doesn’t cause disruption for neigh-
bors.

Basically, don’t expect any rollicking 
rock bands or bass-thumping DJs.

“The decibel level from vehicles on 
(Route 413) is louder than any music we 
would play,” said Abruzzese.

Another condition of operation would 
likely pertain to lighting in the outdoor facil-
ity. Keeping LED lighting below 3000Kel-

Pineville Tavern 
nears approval for 
greenhouse dining

Continued on page C6
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Penn Foundation 
employees honored 

Penn Foundation Peer Spe-
cialists Walter Wright Jr. and 
Christopher Meholic were re-

cently honored 
by Magellan 
at its inaugu-
ral Profession-
al Develop-
ment Network 
(PDN) Awards. 

Wright Jr. 
received the 
Above and Be-
yond award. 
Meholic re-
ceived the Best 

Team Player award.
Wright Jr. has been a Peer 

Specialist at Penn Foundation 
for 12 years. His peers nominat-
ed him for this award, writing, 
“Walter has always gone above 
and beyond to support his par-
ticipants (and co-workers as 
well). Particularly during the 
pandemic, he has worked hard 
to provide effective and individ-

ualized support 
to his peers. 
He heightened 
his interactions 
with vulnera-
ble participants 
to help lessen 
their isolation. 
He has been 
flexible with 
his schedule, 
and he has cre-

atively found ways to safely see 
his peers in the community. 

“Walter has coordinated vir-
tual meetings, supported new 
staff, and helped other Penn 
Foundation programs as need-
ed during the pandemic. Walter 
never hesitates to lean in and 
provide support wherever and 
whenever it’s needed.”

Meholic has been a Peer Spe-
cialist at Penn Foundation for 
almost five years. Meholic’s 
peers wrote in his nomination, 
“Chris is a steadying influence 
with his fellow Peer Special-
ists. He practices mindfulness 
regularly and has been known 
to encourage his co-workers to 

do a brief mindfulness activity 
to help them release tension and 
anxiety. He often uses humor to 
lighten challenging team con-
versations and is always willing 
to listen to anyone who needs to 
talk. 

“Since the COVID pandemic 
hit, Chris has taken the time to 
be present for his co-workers, 
demonstrating a sense of posi-
tivity that is much needed during 
this stressful time. He has done 
all of this without judgment and 
with compassion for the entire 
team.”

School bus association 
names executive director

The Pennsylvania School Bus 
Association has appointed Ryan 
Dellinger as its executive direc-
tor.

As a legislative director with-
in the Pennsylvania State Sen-
ate, Dellinger has developed 
working relationships with a 
number of state agencies, such 
as PennDOT and DCED. He has 

a solid foundation of state gov-
ernment experience, including 
an in-depth knowledge of the 
legislative process. 

Dellinger also served for a 
number of years in the Virgin-
ia Army National Guard as a 
mortarman in the 116th Infantry 
Regiment, 29th Infantry Divi-
sion. He deployed with this unit 
in 2016 on a security forces mis-
sion to Qatar.

Dellinger lives in Etters with 
his wife, Darian, and their two 
dogs, Chloe and Abby.

Bucks County Opportunity 
Council announces 
new board members

The Bucks County Opportu-
nity Council’s (BCOC) board of 
directors recently elected four 
new board members. 

As the lead anti-poverty com-
munity action organization in 
Bucks County, BCOC operates 
with a tripartite governing board 
that includes representatives of 

the local government, private 
sector and constituents. 

New member Ryan Baus, of 
Bristol, is a warehouse super-
visor at Wazoodle Fabrics. In 
his position on the board, Baus 
will represent constituents. Baus 
is a current participant in the 
Economic Self-Sufficiency pro-
gram.

Lara Christiano of Upper 
Black Eddy is a special educa-
tion teacher with the LifeWorks 
Academy. In her role, she will 
also be representing constitu-
ents. She is a recent graduate of 
the Economic Self-Sufficiency 
program. 

James Dacey of Chalfont is 
the vice president of DOLI Con-
struction Company. In his role, 
he will be representing the pri-
vate sector and business com-
munity. 

Christina Kahmar-McGinley 
of Southampton is the executive 
director of the Foundation & 
Alumni Association for Bucks 
County Community College. In 
her role, she will be represent-
ing the private sector. 
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The Manor at York Town  •  2010 York Road, Jamison, PA 18929

The Manor at York Town offers exclusive luxury with an all-inclusive package. 
Now is your chance to move into this beautiful community which is located  

in the heart of idyllic Bucks County.

To discover how you can make the most of your retirement, call  
(877) 242-0412 or go to TheManoratYorkTown.org/Lifestyle  

to schedule your in-person and virtual tours with Courtney,  
Director of Sales and Marketing.

New Special includes a savings of $20,000 Plus a Downsizing 
and Relocation Package available for  a limited time!

Indulge in the Possibilities

                  & Celebrate New Beginnings!

Camille Granito Mancuso: Chatterbox                                                           Nothing dying on the vine
Other than the pandemic and 

politics – though they are endless 
fonts of conversational fodder – 
lots of what is going on today in 
America is about individuality.  
Individual groups are calling to 
be recognized. That’s great, but 
while we recognize the individ-
uality as a great strength, the 
greater strength is in the beautiful 
blend we achieve as unique parts 
of the whole. As we discussed two 
weeks ago in my snowflakes col-
umn, we’re all and each unique, 

especially in this American nation, 
so we’ve got plenty of that.

Right now, for example, I, 
myself, am working long hand, 
under a sun-brella. I call it a 
sun-brella because it is sheltering 
me from the sun, not the rain. Part 
of my particular individuality is 
difficulty with bright light and, 
most of the time, that’s sunlight. 
I could just wear sunglasses but, 
especially as I’m sitting in my 
living room, they would just make 
everything a bit too dark. So, as 

ridiculous as it is, I’m under an 
umbrella … in the living room.

Usually, I would just relocate 
myself – it’s a long story. Cliff 
Notes: I’ve broken my foot and 
am, however temporary it may 
be, confined to one location at the 
moment. So, with the sun bounc-
ing off my scratch paper, for this 
hour, I must just look ridiculous 
under my sun-brella, in the house. 
Luckily, I’m not superstitious.

So, part of my individuality is 
my issue with bright light but, like 

those snowflakes, each of us is 
unique. Whatever it is that makes 
each of us so completely, partic-
ularly, specific is what makes our 
whole world possible. Someone 
was first to venture out of the 
treetops or the cave; someone ate 
the first berry from a particular 
bush, wanted to see what was past 
some mountain, or created music 
by banging on different rocks.

For example, those who are 
willing to study for decades and 
train to drill a hole, whether in 

someone’s tooth or someone’s 
head, make life sustainable. Of 
course, we can’t all be dentists or 
surgeons, nor should we; society 
couldn’t sustain itself, but neither 
can we all be ballerinas, butchers, 
or musicians. Variety is required 
to sustain life and each of us 
brings something different and 
unique to the table.

Most of us have been to an 
emergency room at some time, 
whether for our self or a loved 
one. The staff is comprised of 
people who chose a path which 
fulfilled them. We are all, then, 
the beneficiaries of their choice, 
dedication and expertise.

Every one of us journeys 
through life having various 
experiences with numerous types 
of dental, medical, educational 
and inspirational professionals. 
We also enjoy the impromptu and 
self-educated gifts of those of 
that particular bend. We all need 
others, help others, and enjoy or 
benefit from the skills and chosen 
dedication of others, and each 
of us has the right to discover, 
perfect, and share those dreams 
and skills.

Anyone, for any reason, left un-
tapped as a resource is a potential 
life-saver left to languish. Just by 
being able to do some particular 
thing at any time and place, each 
of us gives to the others. My mom 
used to say, “One hand washes 
the other, but both hands wash 
the face.” In that, we can certain-
ly help one another, but it’s best 
when we all help the crowd.

No one, for any reason, can be 
ignored as a resource for all to 
benefit from, and no one for any 
reason can be left untapped as part 
of a prosperous, healthy, viable 
and progressive society. More-
over, none of us, for any reason, 
can allow any other one of us to 
die on the vine. The hand we bind 
may be the hand the world awaits.

As one nation, fully developing 
each and every member of our 
society is our responsibility, our 
privilege, our strength, a jewel in 
our crown and, quite possibly, our 
saving grace as well. Each of us 
being free to pursue our dreams, 
assisted in that by our whole soci-
ety, is the only way for our nation 
to be its best.

If we want to call ourselves the 
world’s greatest nation, we must 
not only legislate one as a nation’s 
people, we must behave like one 
as individuals.
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We thank the following Friends of the Herald for their 
generous donations to our Community Journalism Fund this week:

Linda Bengtson, Doylestown
Barbara & Art Burger, Doylestown
David Gaudette & David Maue, New Hope
Eric Hopkins, Doylestown
Christine & Philip Junker, Doylestown

Barbara Latour, Doylestown
Steve Novello, New Hope
Eileen & Fred Roedel, Doylestown
Jane Wuerstle, Kintnersville
Anonymous (2)

Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources (DCNR) 
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn an-
nounced campsites will be avail-
able at an additional 16 state parks 
to accommodate fishing enthusi-
asts who want to stay overnight on 
April 2 for the new statewide trout 
opener the following day.

A total of 34 parks throughout 
the state will provide camping at 
this time.

“We know how trout fishing and 

state park camping often go hand 
in hand and we are doing our best 
to facilitate these traditional recre-
ational pursuits,” Dunn said. “This 
is a one-time extension reflecting 
pandemic-related changes to trout 
season’s opening day set forth by 
the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission.” 

Dunn noted anglers will have 
more than 2,300 campsites from 
which to choose for the season 
opener.

For the 2021 trout season, the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Com-
mission will operate under a con-
solidated statewide schedule for all 
counties.  Under this revised plan a 
single Statewide Mentored Youth 
Trout Day will occur Saturday, 
March 27, and a single Statewide 
Opening Day of trout season will 
take place Saturday, April 3. 

DCNR’s Bureau of State Parks 
is offering a one-time waiver of 
the transfer or cancellation fees so 

customers can move reservations 
to the new statewide trout open-
ing weekend. The waiver is being 
offered to customers who have 
a campsite reservation at the 17 
campgrounds that are opening ear-
ly and are scheduled to arrive on 
April 16 or 17 for the previously 
scheduled trout opener Saturday, 
April 17.

If customers are unable to change 
arrival dates to the new first day, 
they can either keep their exist-

ing reservations or cancel with no 
fee. Affected customers will have 
through Tuesday, March 30, to uti-
lize this waiver. Sites will be avail-
able for transfers on a first-come 
first-serve basis by calling the call 
center toll-free: 888-PA-PARKS.

State park visitors are reminded 
out-of-state travel restrictions have 
been rescinded but precautionary 
COVID measures remain in effect. 

Information is available on the 
DCNR website.

DCNR opening additional state park camp sites for trout anglers

Acting Hunterdon County Pros-
ecutor Michael J. Williams, Sheriff 
Frederick W. Brown, and Acting 
Chief of Detectives Frank R. Cris-
ologo are alerting the public to a re-
cent theft scam.

“On Feb. 25, 2021, numerous 
scam calls were received, allegedly 
from the Hunterdon County Sher-
iff’s Office, telling people that they 
had failed to report for jury duty.  
The caller stated that warrants were 
going to be issued for their arrest 
unless they paid a fee to avoid is-
suance. One woman paid $1,500 in 
green dot cards to avoid being arrest-
ed,” Williams said.  

“The Hunterdon County Sheriff’s 
Office will never contact anyone 
demanding money to avoid arrest,” 

Brown added. “The IRS, Social Se-
curity, utility companies, or any oth-
er reputable company will not call 
demanding immediate payment.  All 
citizens should be reminded to never 
give out any personal information or 
make any payments over the phone. 
Anyone receiving a scam call should 

contact their local police department 
to report the call.” 

Following a few simple precau-
tions, most people can avoid becom-
ing a victim of a confidence scheme.

Do not reply to unsolicited emails 
or links attached to e-mails.

Do not engage in telephone con-

versations with anyone you do not 
know, especially about money.

If you are suspicious, contact the 
company or agency the caller al-
legedly represents by using the offi-
cial listing for their customer service.

Scare tactics are used by thieves to 
demand money or personal informa-

tion. Do not simply accept as valid 
telephone calls, e-mails, and threats 
concerning bad credit, police, arrest, 
investigation, or an audit from an 
alleged governmental agency; you 
must verify. These are scams meant 
to scare unsuspecting persons into 
hastily fulfilling such demands.

Hunterdon County officials warn public about theft scam

New Hope named 
among most charming 
cities in PA

Ten of the most charming towns 
and small cities in Pennsylvania 
have been named by TravelMag.
com.

The online travel magazine in-
vited more than 100 travel writers, 
photographers and selected profes-
sionals to name the Pennsylvania 
towns they consider the most ap-
pealing. Those surveyed were asked 
to choose their top three towns and 
cities with populations of less than 
100,000 people. All of the votes 
were then tallied to produce the final 
10.

In alphabetical order, the list in-
cludes Bellefonte (Centre County), 
Bethlehem (Lehigh and Northamp-
ton counties), Gettysburg (Adams 
County), Huntingdon (Huntingdon 
County), Jim Thorpe (Carbon Coun-
ty), Lancaster and Lititz (Lancaster 
County), New Hope (Bucks Coun-
ty), Phoenixville (Chester County), 
and Stroudsburg (Monroe County).

For the full survey review, 
visit travelmag.com/articles/
towns-small-cities-pennsylvania.
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7 Coryell Street, Lambertville, N.J. • 609.397.0415
Hours M-F 7-5, Sat 8-3 • www.Finkles.com

We’re more than meets the eye.

40% OFF
MIDCONTINENTCABINETRY.COM 

We have 37,000 square feet of retail and warehouse space.
We’ve been your local hardware store and more for over 100  years.

Kitchen and vanity cabinets
SHOP LOCAL

LANDSCAPER 

ONE DAY SALE
March 18 th 8:30-5

Freda R. Savana

In an afternoon “town hall” Tues-
day, Bucks County residents had an 
opportunity to call-in and ask offi-
cials a range of questions about the 
county’s ongoing efforts to get peo-
ple vaccinated against COVID-19.

About a dozen callers, many frus-
trated and confused about being 
unable to get registered and receive 
doses of the vaccines, asked why 
Bucks is having so much trouble 
with the roll-out.

Joanne Grossi, president of the 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the AARP, 
hosted the program.

“What’s wrong with me?” asked a 
73-year-old caller from Doylestown, 
who said, as a grocery store cashier, 
she’s an essential worker. “I can’t 
get registered and I can’t get vacci-
nated.”

Dr. David Damsker, director of 
the county’s health department, 
sympathized with her and acknowl-
edged that “the roll-out has made it 
very difficult” for an even distribu-
tion of the vaccines. However, he 
assured her, “there will be enough in 
the near future.”

Damsker provided a phone num-
ber to a health department call center 
– 215-345-3381 – for people having 
trouble registering online.  He said 
employees there will help assist peo-
ple with registration on the county’s 
website. 

Bucks County, along with sev-
eral other suburban Philadelphia 
counties, has been battling with state 
officials over its distribution of the 
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines. With 
the fourth highest population, Bucks 
officials stress it should be receiving 
far more doses.

Bucks County Commissioner 
Vice Chairman Bob Harvie said 
he’s hopeful that the state is “re-
evaluating its metrics” and that 
Bucks will be receiving more vac-
cine going forward. As of March 
8, a total of 41,000 county residents 
had received two doses and another 
41,000 had gotten one. Bucks is pro-
viding 1,000 vaccines each day, the 
commissioner said.

There are currently three vacci-
nation clinics open at the county’s 
community college campuses and 
officials said it will open two more 
sites in the coming weeks. 

A caller, who said he and his wife 
live in Bucks County and winter 
in Florida, asked if they should get 
their first shot in Florida and their 
second in Pennsylvania when they 
return in April.

Damsker advised that it is best to 

receive both doses in the same place, 
if possible, even if that means wait-
ing beyond the recommended num-
ber of days in between.

“It would be difficult for us to 
do that for you,” the health director 
said, of providing the couple’s sec-
ond shot. He said, protection from 
the first dose is greater than many re-
alize and it won’t be harmful if they 
have to wait a little longer for their 
second. 

Callers who asked why their sec-
ond doses of Moderna were being 
rescheduled were told it was because 
some providers had incorrectly giv-
en out doses reserved as second 
shots, to those needing a first dose. 
It’s now taking time to “catch up,” 
said Damsker. “You will get your 
second doses,” he stressed. 

Asked why some people from 
New Jersey are getting shots in 

Pennsylvania, Damsker and Gros-
si said, federal law prohibits states 
from refusing to vaccinate people 
from another state. “You can’t ex-
clude anyone based on residency,” 
the doctor said, adding, “Bucks resi-
dents are going to other states, too. I 
think it all balances out.”

One caller wanted to know how 
homebound people can get vaccinat-
ed. Officials said they are preparing 
“strike teams” to help identify these 
individuals and go to their homes to 
ensure they receive a vaccine. 

Harvie said, the first team is vis-
iting apartment complexes with the 
elderly and disabled on Wednesday. 
More outreach is needed, howev-
er, and people are encouraged to 
contact the county’s Area Agency 
on Aging and the county’s health 
department if they know of people 
who are unable to leave their homes.

AARP holds COVID town hall with Bucks officials

Pine Run completes COVID-19 vaccination campaign
Pine Run Retirement Communi-

ty has completed the distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccine to its residents 
and staff, a significant milestone 
in the fight against the deadly pan-
demic that has been spreading for 
more than a year.

“We are proud and grateful to be 
at the forefront of efforts to put an 
end to this pandemic, for Pine Run, 
for our wider community, and for 
our friends and loved ones,” said 
Pine Run Executive Director Maria 
Santangelo. “The COVID-19 pan-
demic has taken a terrible toll on 
families nationwide and here in our 
Pine Run community. We mourn 
with those who’ve lost loved ones, 
while we look ahead with hope to 
the days when the pandemic is be-
hind us and we can come together 
in person once again.”

Because older adults are at es-
pecially high risk of developing 
extreme illness from COVID-19, 
vaccinating seniors has been a top 
priority in the distribution of the 
vaccine across Pennsylvania and 

the country. Seniors at Pine Run 
have received both their first and 
second shots of COVID-19 vac-
cine, including residents of the 
independent living neighborhood, 

The Village, as well as residents 
in Pine Run Lakeview, its person-
al care residence, and those in its 
skilled nursing, short-term rehab 
and secure memory care at Pine 
Run Health Center. 

In addition, Pine Run’s staff 
members who wanted the vaccine 
have been fully vaccinated, anoth-
er step in reducing the exposure 
of Pine Run’s residents to anyone 
who could carry and transmit the 
virus. New residents who move to 
Pine Run and new staff members 

who join the Pine Run team will be 
offered the COVID-19 vaccine as 
supply allows.

Owned and operated by 
Doylestown Health, Pine Run Re-
tirement Community carried out 
its vaccination campaign in part-
nership with Doylestown Health 
and CVS. By the end of February, 
Doylestown Health had adminis-
tered more than 17,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

While Doylestown Health and 
Pine Run Retirement Communi-
ty remain committed to providing 
vaccinations to individuals who 
qualify, the allocation of vaccine 
dosages is determined by the Penn-
sylvania Department of Health and 
continues to be extremely limited. 
Doylestown Health is sharing up-
dated information on COVID-19 
vaccine availability on its website.

Pine Run Retirement Communi-
ty residents Stephen and Carol 
Hirt recently were vaccinated 
against COVID-19 during a 
vaccination clinic at the senior 
living and health care campus 
in Doylestown Township.

The New Hope Historical Soci-
ety has announced the appointment 
of Cynthia Hall as its executive di-
rector.

Hall is a highly engaged non-
profit leader who brings a unique 
breadth of experience to the His-
torical Society. As an educator 
and business leader she has helped 
to promote and advance the vision 
and mission of nonprofit agencies 
and strengthen their financial sus-
tainability through a wide vari-
ety of programming, events and 
grants.

Recently, she designed an in-
novative educational tool that was 
adopted by Road Scholar for its 
domestic and international lifelong 
learning programs.

An avid hiker and biker, 

Hall is an active explorer, pro-
moting a respect for the environ-
ment and creating events to help 
others enjoy the beauty of Penn-
sylvania and surrounding areas. 

She and her husband, Craig, live 
in the Lehigh Valley.

“Cynthia brings all of the right 
skills and experience to the New 
Hope Historical Society that we 
sorely need during this critical time 
in our history,” said Frank Poli-
care, society president. “She will 
help us hit the ground running with 
a number of new projects in 2021.”

The New Hope Historical Soci-
ety begins its 63rd year preserving 
New Hope’s history and culture. 
With the support of its nearly 500 
members the Historical Society 
preserves the 18th century Parry 
Mansion, the society’s headquar-
ters on South Main Street in New 
Hope, and the Parry Barn which is 
occupied by the Celt-Iberia Trad-
ers shop next to the Bucks County 
Playhouse.

New Hope Historical Society appoints 
new executive director

CYNTHIA HALL

Girls Empower Inc. is accepting 
nominations for the Girls Empow-
ered Award for 2021 from March 1 
to 31.  

Girls Empowered is a nonprof-
it organization that provides em-
powerment programs to girls from 
elementary through high school. 
Separate awards will be given to an 

elementary school (K-sixth grade), 
middle school (seventh-ninth 
grade), and high school (10th-12th) 
girl.  

Recipients of the Girls Em-
powered Awards 2021 will be an-
nounced the first week of May. Find 
applications for southeastern Penn-
sylvania awards at weiphila.org.

Nominations are due for Girls Empowerment
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Microplastics found in Pennsylvania waterways
Delaware River, Bucks County streams among those tested

At 53 waterways tested across 
Pennsylvania, microplastic con-
tamination was found in every 
spot, including the Delaware 
River and Bucks County streams, 
according to a new report titled 
“Microplastics in Pennsylvania: a 
Survey of Waterways.” The study 
was conducted by the PennEnvi-
ronment Research & Policy Cen-
ter using methodology developed 
by NOAA. 

The report provides new data 
on the presence of microplastics 
in water samples taken at many 
of Pennsylvania’s most popular 
rivers, lakes, and streams, in-
cluding from the Delaware River, 

Neshaminy Creek and Tohickon 
Creek. 

Samples from all 53 popular 
Pennsylvania waterways had at 
least one type of microplastic 
contamination. Microplastics are 
pieces of plastic less than 5 mil-
limeters in diameter, which is 
smaller than a grain of rice. 

A full list of waterways tested 
and the types of microplastics at 
each can be found in the report. 

“The results of this study 
should set off alarms for all Penn-
sylvanians who love our state’s 
rivers and streams,”  said Faran 
Savitz, conservation associate at 
the PennEnvironment Research 

& Policy Center. “The staggering 
amount of microplastics we found 
likely means that no river, lake, or 
stream is safe from this increas-
ingly common contaminant.” 

Along with the help of con-
cerned citizens and elected offi-
cials across Pennsylvania, Pen-
nEnvironment Research & Policy 
Center staff collected water sam-
ples as part of the citizen-science 
project to identify plastic pollu-
tion in their local waterways. 

The report’s findings were an-
nounced at a PennEnvironment 
Research & Policy Center virtual 
news conference with U.S. Rep. 
Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-5), state 

Reps. Tim Briggs (Montgom-
ery County) and Perry Warren 
(Bucks County). Dr. David Ve-
linsky, vice president of academy 
science at the Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences of Drexel University, 
and Myrna Newman, the execu-
tive director of Allegheny Clean-
Ways, also spoke. 

Americans generate more than 
35 million tons of plastic waste 
every year and less than 10% is 
recycled. The rest ends up as litter 
or gets sent to landfills or incin-
erators where it will release mi-
croplastics over time that can get 
carried by wind or rain into the 
environment. Microfibers, a type 
of plastic found in every water-
way, come from textiles and are 
shed through normal wear and 
tear or routine machine washing, 
where they are then carried to wa-
terways. It’s almost impossible 
for water treatment plants to filter 
these pollutants out. 

River clean-ups and conserva-
tion efforts help with more visible 
forms of litter and pollution, but 
the small size of microplastics 
makes it easy for them to travel 
from their source to waterways 
near and far, carrying contam-
inants and chemicals that work 
their way up the food chain 
through wildlife and humans 

alike. 
“If we don’t want plastic in our 

bodies or in the bodies of fish, 
whales or birds, we need to stop 
the millions of tons of plastic that 
continue entering into the envi-
ronment every day, every year,” 
said Velinsky. “As this report il-
lustrates, the small microscopic 
bits and pieces of plastic are pres-
ent throughout our local environ-
ment and can pose an impact to 
wildlife and humans.”

The report outlines a broad 
range of policy solutions to tackle 
the problem. These include pass-
ing such federal bills as the Break 
Free From Plastic Pollution Act, 
which includes single-use plastic 
bans and producer responsibility 
provisions, and updating storm-
water infrastructure to better cap-
ture rain and runoff laced with 
microplastics.

Results for each waterway and 
photos from sampling can be 
found  at google.com/maps. Lo-
cations are tagged at the approx-
imate point where samples were 
taken. 

For the full report, visit pennen-
vironment.org/reports/pac/micro-
plastics-pennsylvania. 

Freda R. Savana

Despite people driving far few-
er miles last year due to the pan-
demic, there were more deaths 
from vehicle crashes than there 
have been in 13 years, according 
to The National Safety Council. 

The increase marked a 24 per-
cent year-to-year increase, the 
highest the NSC has calculated 
since 1924.

Nationally, an estimated 
42,060 people died in car and 
truck accidents, an increase of 8 
percent from 2019. An estimat-
ed 4.8 million suffered serious 

injury in 2020, according to the 
NSC. South Dakota (33 percent) 
and Vermont (32 percent) had the 
largest year-to-year increases in 
vehicle deaths.  

“It is tragic that in the U.S., we 
took cars off the roads and didn’t 
reap any safety benefits,” said 
Lorraine M. Martin, president 
and CEO of the National Safety 
Council, in a statement. “These 
data expose our lack of an effec-
tive roadway safety culture. It 
is past time to address roadway 
safety holistically and effectively, 
and NSC stands ready to assist all 
stakeholders, including the feder-

al government.”
Federal government data shows 

Americans traveled 432 billion 
fewer miles in 2020, a 13 percent 
decline.

To make the nation’s roads saf-
er, the Road to Zero Coalition and 
the NSC issued these guidelines, 
among others, in 2018:

1. Equitable implementation 
of roadway safety laws, poli-
cies, procedures, infrastructure 
improvements. Communities of 
color are disproportionately im-
pacted by motor vehicle accidents 
and deaths.

2. Mandatory ignition inter-
locks for convicted drunk drivers, 
lowering state BAC levels to .05 
and better education about the 
nature of impairment and when it 
begins.

3. Lowering – not raising – 
speed limits.

4. Laws banning all cell phone 
use – including hands free devic-
es- for all drivers.

Record number of people killed 
in U.S. car accidents in 2020

State Sen. Steve Santarsiero 
(D-10) highlighted the historic 
Pennsbury Manor in Falls Town-
ship, hosting a Community Con-
versation video discussion about 
the site, the many educational 
offerings and how it has stayed 
active through the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Ahead of Charter Day on March 
8, Santarsiero sat down with His-
toric Site Director Doug Miller, to 
talk about William Penn’s estate 
and its legacy in Bucks County 
and Pennsylvania.

“Pennsbury Manor is a historic 
gem in Bucks County, that con-
tinues to share the legacy of our 
founder William Penn through 
estate tours, school programming 
and events like Charter Day,” 
said Santarsiero. “I am fortunate 
to represent a district with such 
rich history, dating back to the 
founding of our Commonwealth, 
and Pennsbury Manor respects 
the legacy of the property while 
making it accessible for the com-
munity and visitors.”

Speaking on the influence of 
William Penn on many of core 
tenants of democracy, Miller not-
ed, “What this historic site offers 
us is a springboard for people to 
learn about Penn’s life and his 
legacy. Many people don’t con-
nect our daily lives to Penn’s 
contributions … but in some way 
Penn’s legacy touches us each 
and every day.”

The full video of the Com-
munity Conversation with 
Pennsbury Manor can be 
found  at senatorstevesantarsi-
ero.com/community-conversa-
tions-with-steve-pennsbury-man-

or.
The full series is available at 

senatorstevesantarsiero.com/
community-conversations.

Santarsiero hosts Community 
Conversation with Pennsbury Manor director

Family Service Association 
of Bucks County is proud to 
be the recipient of $25,000 gift 
through Amazon’s Neighbor-
Good Program. Family Ser-
vice was nominated for this 
gift by of the Amazon Distri-
bution Center in Langhorne, 
DEW4.

The NeighborGood Program 
was established in 2020 with 
the purpose of giving back 
to the communities in which 
Amazon operates. The goal 
is to engender goodwill and 
support local communities, 
non-profits and governments.

Vance Lofton, the area man-
ager of the Langhorne Ama-
zon Distribution Center and 
ambassador for the Neigh-
borGood Program, nominated 
Family Service for this gift 
due to their wide array of pro-
grams and reach in the com-
munity. 

“You can feel the passion 
in what their team does for 
the community. They’ve wel-
comed me and the rest of the 
DEW4 family with open arms. 
We all look forward to more 
community engagements and 
being more involved,” said 
Lofton.

Amazon donates 
$25,000 to Family 
Service Association



“Stop the Steal” yielded 
more than $200 million       

  
To the gentleman who con-

tributed the March 4 letter “Los-
ing Over 60 Court Cases but He 
(Trump) Persists” 

No Sir, he’s not stupid nor is he 
delusional. He is shameless; he 
is endlessly greedy; and, some-
how, he can never have too much 
of what the Big Lie is really all 
about: Money.  

Trump’s “Stop the Steal” fund-
raising effort yielded an estimated  
$207.5 million in the three weeks 
between Nov. 3 and Nov. 23. 

The basic pitch was, “The 
Democrats and radical left are 
trying to steal this election and 
President Trump needs your 
emergency support right now. 
With no time to waste and results 
coming in by the minute, do your 
part to help the campaign until 
the very end by pressing 3 right 
now to contribute to elect Presi-
dent Trump.”  

John Farmer Jr., professor of 
law and director of the Eagleton 
Institute of Politics at Rutgers, 
has explained that while  com-
mercial speech – speech whose 
primary purpose is to obtain 

money or elicit spending – has 
been considered unprotected by 
the First Amendment, non-vio-
lent political speech cannot be 
edited or censored for mislead-
ing content.  In other words, ly-
ing is part and parcel of political 
speech, and Trump’s “Stop the 
Steal” campaign — the ultimate 
Big Lie — was thereby protected 
under the First Amendment. 

In addition, since Citizens 
United, the Supreme Court has 
defined political contributions 
of money as “speech,” also pro-
tected by the First Amendment. 
We could argue that perhaps the 
millions of Americans who con-
tributed money  to Stop the Steal 
were either delusional or stupid 
—though “misled” or “deceived” 
might be kinder.  

The fact remains, however, that 
for Trump the Big Lie was both a 
rational and an extremely profit-
able undertaking.  

Joseph Falconi
Upper Makefield

Campaign advertising 
banked on fear

By voting to strip Marjorie 
Taylor Greene of her committee 

assignments in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Brian Fitzpatrick 
undoubtedly thinks he has rein-
forced his credentials as the most 
independently minded Republi-
can in that legislative body. But I 
refuse to be fooled.           

Fitzpatrick won his seat in the 
117th Congress by relying on the 
same hate, fear, and racism that 
animates Trumpism. 

His campaign advertising 
drove home the shrill warning 
that a vote for Christina Finello 
was a vote for defunding the po-
lice – as if the House of Represen-
tatives has any real control over 
what municipalities and counties 
spend on law enforcement. 

One television ad included 
footage from the riots that co-
incided with some Black Lives 
Matters protests last summer, 
which transmitted the unmistak-
able message that Fitzpatrick was 
all that stood between bucolic 
Bucks County and mobs of ram-
paging blacks.

Gregory J.W. Urwin
Doylestown Borough

Without reform, system 
is not truly democratic

The first 100 days of Biden’s 
presidency are under way and 
I’m hoping that he and Congress 
will make reforming our democ-
racy a top priority. The best way 
to do that is by passing the For the 
People Act. 

The For the People Act is a 
bold piece of legislation that 
would strengthen our democracy 
for generations to come. 

The law would dismantle nu-
merous barriers to voting and rep-
resentation, like gerrymandering, 
racist voter ID laws, unnecessary 
hurdles to registration, and felony 
disenfranchisement, adding mil-
lions of new voters to the rolls. 

It would also reduce the influ-
ence of big money in our politics 
by enacting limits on donations 
from lobbyists and increasing the 
power of campaign contributions 
from Americans by enacting a 
small-donor matching program.

Without this much-needed re-
form, our political system will 
never be truly democratic or fully 
representative, meaning our gov-
ernment will continue to work 
only for the privileged few. 

Elycia Lerman
Lambertville, N.J.

What would George 
Orwell say today?

George Orwell once wrote, 
“….whether the British ruling 
class are wicked or merely stupid 
is one of the most difficult ques-
tions of our time, and at certain 
moments a very important ques-
tion.”

If Orwell were writing today 
he might very well ask the same 
question slightly differently. 
“Whether the Republican Party 
are wicked or merely stupid is one 
of the most difficiult questions of 
our time, and at this moment, the 
most important question.”

The answer to that question 
may very well determine Amer-
ica’s future over the next gener-
ation.

Don Crouthamel
Sellersville
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What should have been said ...

In the March 4 story covering the Stockton Borough Planning Board 
meeting of March 2, it is stated that Avon Road Partners, the developer, 
is from New York. People have also posted on social media that the 
company is from New York. The fact is that it is domiciled in New 
Hope. Avon Partners moved its corporate office to New Hope in July.

Daylight Saving Time 
Snow still on the ground but Daylight Saving Time 
begins Sunday March 14. On Thursday, March 11, 
sunrise is at 6:19 a.m. Sunset is at 6:02 p.m. On 
Wednesday, March 17, St. Patrick’s Day, sunrise is 
at 7:09 a.m. Sunset is at 7:09 p.m. 

Letters to the Herald
Send letters to P.O. Box 685, Lahaska 18931, or bridget@
buckscountyherald.com or fax to 215-794-1109. The 
Herald is a nonpartisan publication that aims to print only 
factual accounts. Letters are readers’ opinions.

Dear Spring,
Please. We need you. It’s 

enough. It’s your turn.
Hasn’t this been the winters 

of winters? With all these things 
fermenting upside down? If ever I 
was brought up close to my Nor-
wegian heritage of dismal spirit 
during a long dark winter, I feel 
it now.

Can you give us something 
to greet our eyes as we meet the 
day? Can you show that life is still 
bursting? There are hungry little 
projects churning in my breast. 
And a wanting to see what last 
year’s work expresses. 

Can you get my husband and 
me out into the yard where we 
thrive? Let the windows be open. 
Your ephemerals, that ever so ten-
der and brief little prelude as they 

so quickly rebirth themselves. Ap-
pearing as if scampering through 
the woods and everywhere.

Spring, please, please. I prom-
ise (oh, do help me), I will not 
begrudge the leafing out of all the 
trees (as they should and must and 
do) that thrusts us into our deep 
woodland shade. And makes to-
matoes impossible.

And you know, we will learn 
things. So much. And next year 
will appreciate your ways even 
more. And get what it’s all about 
even better. Spring, we are so 
young. You know that. But so ap-
preciating and so willing.

Quite sincerely,
From all of Us

By way of  Pamela West
West Rockhill

A letter to spring  

It’s happening in Silicon 
Valley. It’s being incorporat-
ed into the lives of more and 
more family members work-
ing in high tech at places like 
Google and Apple. And it’s 
also here in Bucks County. 

What are we talking about? 
Less screen time. More experien-
tial learning. The correlating fac-
tor in all of this is the philosophy 
behind a less digital driven edu-
cation for children. As technolo-
gy has ramped up exponentially, 
the Waldorf way of teaching is 
an example of successful educat-
ing in a tech-free environment. 

Locally, River Valley Wal-
dorf in Upper Black Eddy 
has remained steadfast in its 
screen-free teaching methods 
shared by over 150 schools of 
its type around the country.

The pandemic has brought 
untold challenges to teaching. As 
we pass one full year of living 
with the new normal, hindsight 
is insight. The success that a less 
digital way of teaching brings 
can be integrated into any learn-
ing situation, whether in-per-
son, hybrid, or fully remote. 

Alex D., parent and board 
member at River Valley Waldorf 
School highlights some reasons 
why tech-free learning is so 
valued. “As an IT professional, 
I see there are a lot of positives 
in using screens from a tech-
nology perspective, but from an 
education and parent point of 
view, there is a higher value in a 
nonscreen school environment. 

“Children are focused on 
engaging directly with people, 
and learning via pencils, chalk-
boards, art supplies, books, etc. 
instead of those items being 
replaced by digital devices. 
There is value in knowing how 
to use the tools first before 

replacing them with a screen. 
“With Covid, that wasn’t 

entirely possible, so we pivoted 
to remote classes as needed, but 
simply viewed it as a solution 
in the moment, keeping the 
digital usage as minimal as 
possible to fill the gap until it 
was safe to return to in-per-
son screen-free learning.” 

A tech-free education allows 
children to discover and problem 
solve in a manner that inspires 
creativity – promoting experi-
ential learning, interaction with 
others, and development of 
social skills. This is important 
at any stage of development, 
but perhaps especially in the 
younger years. A recent article 
by the Lehigh Valley Health 
Network discusses the topic of 
screen time and children, citing 
the distinctions between posi-
tively interacting on a video call 
vs. digital media that distracts 
from social interactions. 

Utilizing screens more during 
the current times of pivoting 
between in-person, hybrid, and 
remote learning is an understood 
necessity, yet the pendulum 
swing has begun trending toward 
a low- or lower-tech education. 
It’s a matter of how it is being 
used rather than how often. 

It doesn’t mean that this style 
of teaching won’t ever have 
children using screens. It just 
means they are encouraged to 
learn without having to rely on 
it. It’s this aspect that can drive 
the implementation of necessary 
screen time during pandemic. 

Keeping the time limited, 
not relying on it, and continu-
ing to promote the experi-
ence of screen-free learning. 
In some ways, it may be 
more important than ever.

Janine Carroll, Upper Black Eddy

Less screen time, 
more outdoor time

Doylestown’s Dr. Amos 
Barber. Amos Walker 
Barber (1860-1915) was born 
in Doylestown and grew up 
in the family home at 140 
E. State St. He attended the 
Doylestown public schools 
and graduated from the med-
ical school of the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1883. In 
1885 he was recruited to run 
a civilian hospital at the site 
of Fort Fetterman in eastern 
Wyoming Territory, and 
during his first year, 25-year-
old Barber was appointed the 
U.S. Army’s chief surgeon at 
Fort Fetterman. He originated 
the system of treatment for 
rattlesnake bites and was an 
authority on gunshot wounds. 
It was said among the settlers 
that he never refused to re-
spond to a call, no matter how 
arduous a journey it entailed.

After resigning his com-
mission in the U.S. Army, 
Barber continued to practice 
medicine in Wyoming. When 
the territory was granted 
statehood in July 1890, 
Barber was nominated by the 
Republican Party to serve 
as Secretary of State under 
Wyoming’s first governor, 
Francis E. Warren (1844-
1929). Just two months later, 
Gov. Warren was elected to 

the U.S. Senate, and Barber 
became acting governor 
until January 1893. He is 
credited for having avoid-
ed a bloody range war in 
1892 between the state’s 
cattlemen and settlers.

After again serving in 
the Army during the Span-
ish-American War in 1898, 
Barber returned to his home 
in Cheyenne where he gave 
his entire attention to his 
private practice of medi-
cine. It was said that he was 
probably the best-known 
surgeon between Omaha and 
Salt Lake City. Dr. Barber 
was an intimate friend of 
many notable characters, 
including the E.H. Harriman 
(railroad magnate), Dr. Silas 
Weir Mitchell (American 
physician and author) and 
Theodore Roosevelt (presi-
dent of the United States).

Doylestownhistorical.org

HISTORY LIVES
Jean Rollo, Doylestown Historical Society

DR. AMOS BARBER

Waldorf Schools encourage outdoor activities and screen-free 
learning. This is a group of children at River Valley Waldorf School 
in Upper Black Eddy. 



March 11, 2021    Bucks County Herald    Page A7 (7)

Ancestry research informs 
me I am about 95% Irish.

My paternal grandmother was 
born in Ireland, so I’m eligi-
ble for dual citizenship. I never 
felt a need to apply for the Irish 
passport that comes with that 
designation and I’ve never been 
to the Emerald Isle, although 
I’ve seen it from the air when 
flying to England and Scotland.

Basically, we were reared as 
Americans by my mother, who 
pushed aside the Irish connection 
because she had faced anti-Irish 
discrimination in her younger 
years, although my father did 
tend to wax poetic each year as 
St. Patrick’s Day approached.

 Despite my mother’s ef-
forts, I do, at times, sense that 
strange link, as strong as it is 
invisible, to my Celtic origins.

But I don’t require a passport 
to feel as though I’m immersed in 
Celtic culture. All I have to do is 
drive an hour north to Columcille 
Megalith Park, a private nonprof-
it venture that celebrates Celtic 
heritage in a marvelous mixture 
of physical presence and spiritual 
aura. It was created to be a place 
of renewal and transformation. 
I think it’s a magical place.

A handsome chunk of Celtic 
myth and mystery in our neigh-
boring Northampton County, 
Columcille is considered a sacred 
place and outdoor sanctuary, an 
open space which welcomes people 
of all faiths and traditions. It has 
been recognized by the National 
Museum of Art at the Smithsonian 
Institution as a cultural heritage site.

It’s tucked into the Kittatinny 
Ridge in Upper Mount Beth-
el Township, a place where 
the Appalachians stretch to the 
sky, with sweeping hills, deep 
lakes and handsome glens that 
look untouched by man. 

But the truly unexpected and 
astonishing park has been touched 
by man in an exceptional way with 
cranes, backhoes and bulldozers to 
re-create here in America myste-
rious standing stone look-alikes 
and ancient structures built by 
hand centuries ago by the Celts. 

The park was created by William 
Cohea Jr., who died at 91 in 2018.  
A Presbyterian minister and human 
rights activist on sabbatical in 
1977, he visited the ancient ruins 
on the Isle of Iona off the western 

coast of Scotland. While there 
he dreamed he was surround-
ed by a circle of huge stones. 

A year later he founded the 
nonprofit Columcille Founda-
tion “to promote transformation 
through inner and outer work,” 
and began work on the park, 
which he called, “a place for tired 
sinners and reluctant saints.” 
Rooted in Celtic spirituality, it is 
meant to be a place of healing.

Cohea and a son built by hand a 
six-sided stone chapel the founder 
named St. Colum’s Chapel in honor 
of the saintly 6th-century Irish 
monk (Colum Cille in Gaelic) who 
had founded a monastery on Iona. 

Shortly after the chapel was built. 
the St. Oran Bell Tower, based on 
8th-century Irish ruins was complet-
ed. Then came a circle of 6-foot-
tall standing stones, similar to the 
ancient ones still seen in Ireland. 

Over a period of 40 years 
Cohea, volunteers and the giant 
machines have pushed into place 
the prehistoric-appearing dolmen 
named Thor’s Gate, the Glen 
of the Guardians, an area called 
The Chambers and a 20-foot-
tall menhir named Mannanan, 
weighing 45 tons. Today there 
are more than 90 standing stones 
and a mile-long system of trails 
and meditation sites in the park. 

Columcille does offer a sense 
of peace and contemplation. 
Even snow-covered as it is now 
in March, it is a beautiful and 
comforting place with a mystical 
appeal for visitors who are wel-
comed with this greeting, “Come 
as you are, go in peace.” In other 
seasons it is glorious, colorful in 
both spring and autumn, and cool 
in the deep greens of summer.

Normally, Columcille spon-
sors a series of events. Although 
the park is open to the public 
daily from dawn through dusk, 
this year all public gatherings 
have been canceled during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Festivals at Columcille often 
mark the ancient Celtic holidays, 
such as Imbolc in February, 
which celebrates the beginning of 
spring, and Lughnasadh, which 
marks summer’s end; Samhain 
(our Halloween) and the Win-
ter Solstice in December.

For more information, 
view columcille.org.

kathrynfclark@verizon.net

Kathryn Finegan Clark: By the Way
A Celtic shrine nearby

Another election is com-
ing this spring. Exercise your 
right to vote and be heard.

On May 18, a primary election 
will be held to determine who will 
be elected to important municipal, 
judicial and school board positions 
in Bucks County. You will be 
able to vote by mail or in person.  

Some people received an appli-
cation for a mail-in ballot from the 
Bucks County Board of Elections 
in February. These are the people 
who checked the box on last year’s 
ballot application requesting to 
be on the “permanent” mail-in 
list. That list means that they will 
automatically receive an appli-
cation, not a ballot, every year.  

This way, the Board of Elec-
tions is certain that ballots are not 
sent to people who have moved 
or died since the last election.

Those who have not received 
a mail ballot application auto-
matically, but would like to vote 
by mail, will have to apply for a 
mail-in ballot. This can be done 
online by going to votespa.com, 
calling the Bucks County Board 

of Elections, or picking up an 
application at any post office, state 
liquor store or county office.

Your completed application 
should be returned in a timely 
manner so that you can receive 
and return your ballot in plenty of 
time.  The deadline for receiving 
applications is May 11, but given 
the delays at the Post Office, this 
may not allow enough time for 
you to receive and return your 
ballot. Now is the time to apply 
for your mail-in ballot if you 
wish to vote remotely. The Board 
of Elections will send out the 
mail ballots after the ballots are 
finalized, possibly in mid-April.

All registered voters can vote 
for the three ballot initiatives on 
the ballot this year. And regis-
tered Democrats and Republi-
cans can vote for candidates in 
the Primary. Visitlwvbucks.org 
for more voting information.

Monica Weninger 
Jean Weston

Co-Presidents
League of Women Voters 

of Bucks County

Exercise your right 
to be heard

KATHRYN FINEGAN 
CLARK

St. Oran’s 
Bell Tower at 
Columcille 
Megalith Park 
in Northampton 
County is based 
on an 8th-cen-
tury Irish ruin.

KATHRYN FINEGAN CLARK 

The prehistoric-appearing standing stones near the entrance to 
Columcille were among the first set in place in the 1970s.

Once again, replacement of 
the Headquarters Road Bridge 
in Tinicum Township has been 
delayed—this time at the hands of 
U.S. Senators Casey and Toomey.  

On behalf of a majority of Tinicum 
residents, let me express their great 
disappointment and outrage due to 
another delay in the construction 
of the new Headquarters Road 
Bridge, which has been closed 
for approximately a decade. 

The closed bridge has resulted in 
lengthy emergency response times, 
excessive wear and tear on our 
cars, countless hours of additional 
driving, and severely declining home 
values for those living near it. 

The affected neighbors thought 
an end to the 10-year saga was in 
sight once the lawsuit brought by 
the Delaware Riverkeeper Net-
work’s (DRN) against PennDOT 
was dismissed last fall. At one point, 
Bucks County commissioners asked 
the governor to stop the bridge’s 
replacement, and worse—to get the 
bridge off the funding calendar.  

Finally, the court granted Summary 
Judgment in favor of PennDOT, dis-
missing all DRN claims. The River-
keeper chose not to appeal. The only 
remaining hurdle was a permit from 
the National Park Service, which falls 
under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.  We expected 
this permit the end of February. 

Just as the final two federal 
consents were about to be issued, 
that were necessary to begin work 
on the new bridge, the Depart-
ment of Interior suddenly stepped 
in at the last moment halting 
the execution of the permits. 

Enter Senators Casey and Toomey, 
who—after ten years—suddenly 
showed an interest in the bridge and 
requested the Department of Interior 
stall the permit. Neither senator spoke 
with the Tinicum Township supervi-
sors nor those affected by the bridge 
closure before making this request. 

It seems the Riverkeeper struck 
again, working in the shadows 
once more to stop construction. 

Here’s where the average folks 

stand little chance in favor of the rich 
and powerful. Riverkeeper Network 
and its benefactor, were able to 
make contact with Senators Casey 
and Toomey. What conversation 
transpired between the parties is 
unknown, other than the fact, only 
one side had their ears. It’s hard to 
believe that U.S. senators would poke 
their fingers in the eyes of the court, 
giving no regard to its final decision.  

We hope our senators will read the 
records from the 106 hearings and 
the court documents besides meeting 
with the residents, to understand 
the harm they have inflicted upon 
innocent residents who deserve the 
relief snatched from their hands. 

We, the neighbors of the bridge, 
are requesting a meeting with 
the senators, so they can under-
stand the harm being done. 

We hope they will be at least as re-
sponsive to us—constituents harmed 
by their actions—as they were to an 
outside group and its wealthy donor.  

Holly Krupp Kelly, Ottsville

Justice denied on Headquarters Road

How long has it been since we 
have heard any elected official say 
“This is historic Bucks County. Don’t 
harm that historic building – it’s 
irreplaceable!” or “Don’t touch those 
stream banks, protect our creeks and 
all that surrounds to assure waters run 
pure and healthy,” “let’s repair and 
maintain, choose fiscally responsi-
ble less expensive solutions,” “let’s 
work to assure efficient and effec-
tive health and human services.”

Our citizens deserve to be healthy 
and to stand proud of our uniqueness, 
our beautiful land and our centuries 
of heritage like no other.  Signifi-
cant to the world – but not to us.

In Tinicum Township our su-
pervisors seem to take a perceived 
“politically correct” position with 
regard to the Headquarters Road 
Bridge project, ongoing for 20 
years and the bridge closed for 10 
years. “We just want any bridge.”  

Yet the bridge in question is on the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
both for engineering and for contrib-
uting to the stunning Ride Valley NR 
Rural Historic District.  It spans the Ti-
nicum Creek, a Pa. Exceptional Value 
Creek and these resources are indenti-
fied as outstandingly remarkable val-
ues to contribute to the Federal Lower 
Delaware Wild & Scenic Status.  

Resources of National importance, 
under our stewardship to care for and 
hand to the generations yet to come. 
Yes, a lot to defend, but what a distinc-
tion to defend resources of such value. 
Not just “any bridge,” but a rare, 
endangered species, 200 years old and 
of a type of which only two remain.

Other municipalities have taken 
a clear stand to protect their historic 
bridges and have passed resolutions 
stating the importance to preserve.  
And the historic stone, one-lane 
bridges are rehabilitated by PennDOT 
and continue to serve roads with over 
6,000 cars per day.  And they continue 
to inspire, to provide that physical 
record of history of our transpor-
tation and engineering heritage.

PennDOT’s current plans are to 
shift the placement of the bridge 
over 15 feet to the west, setting the 
east abutment into the waterway of 
the creek, the other into the scenic 
fields.  This action itself will redirect 
the Tinicum Creek to fully erode 
all the vegetation along the stream 
banks, and in strong water events 
cut swaths and gullies across the 
quiet meadows which are part of 
the contributing NR landscape.  

Recent comments made at public 
meetings place at least one supervi-
sor beyond that of by-standing (not 
defending) our resources, but also to 
be bullying those who do.  Deroga-
tory comments directed toward the 
Delaware Riverkeeper that infer the 
latter’s attempts to defend our clean 
water and historic resources, per 
our Pa. Constitution, are “holding 
up the bridge” and are not perti-
nent to Tinicum.  These comments 
are offensive and out of line.  He 
should be thanking the Riverkeeper 
for doing the job the supervisors 
should be doing, defending our 
delicate and cherished resources.  

And rehabilitation costs much 
less, with sealed plans ready to 

go, can be much faster to re-
open the bridge to traffic.

The supervisors even seem to 
encourage badmouthing of those 
defending our resources by other 
township residents.  This is shameful 
and out of order in a public forum.

If these individuals, who claim 
direct communication with Penn-
DOT were truly concerned about 
safety, they should be calling every 
day to have severe drainage and 
icing conditions on Headquarters 
and Dark Hollow roads corrected, 
both by PennDOT cleaning out 
the ditches, and also looking to the 
reason for the excess water and 
seek to correct that problem.

Save Money, Save Time, 
Save the Creek, Save the Bridge, 
Save our Laws, Save Lives.

Do not bend the rules – support 
them; do not ignore or break the 
laws – obey them; do not destroy 
our resources – defend them.  Hold 
accountable those who defile historic 
National Register and Landmark 
resources or approve actions in defi-
ance of Exceptional Value Streams 
and Wild & Scenic River princi-
ples.  Facilitate respectful, efficient 
and fiscally prudent solutions.

The Oath of Office is for leaders 
of principle and fidelity. Leaders 
who understand our heritage, our 
cherished resources, our uniqueness; 
leaders who understand our laws and 
why they were set in place. Leaders 
who understand that our resources 
are one-of-a-kind and irreplaceable. 

Kathryn Ann Auerbach
  Erwinna

Supervisors take an oath to uphold the law

Part Two

John Stratton, Doreen Strat-
ton’s brother, was an outstanding 
pitcher for Central Bucks High 
School on the late 1950s, played 
semi-pro baseball in the Perkiomen 
League after graduation in 1958. 

A recruiter got him a tryout for 
the Pittsburgh Pirates in Salem, 
Va. He traveled with Ray – an 
Italian-American – an outfielder 
from Norristown who played in the 
same league and was recruited by 
the same scout. With tickets in hand 
both headed to Virginia dreaming 
of a professional baseball career. 

At the tryout field, with Ray 
trotting to the outfield, my brother 
John stayed on the sideline where 
he was instructed to “get warmed 
up” before taking the pitcher’s 
mound. It had only been a few 
hours earlier that same day when 
they had arrived in Salem. 

John had just begun warming 
up when a potbellied tall white 
coach walked over to him and 
said, “Let me see your fastball.”

He knew pitchers needed to break 
a sweat before going to the mound, 
and a couple of throws wouldn’t 
bring on the juices, the strength 
and the intelligence that flow only 
after the body is primed and ready 
to pitch. He gave his best effort but 
as an athlete he sensed everything 
was off. He thought, This is not 
good. After about 10 pitches, the 
coach said, “Okay that’s enough. 
Go in and shower and we’ll talk.” 
John hadn’t broken a sweat.

When he entered the locker room 
Ray was already there. “They sent 
me in here to get showered and I 
didn’t even get to swing the bat,” he 
said. John was speechless because 
having pitched to him, he knew 
Ray could sail balls out of the park. 
The manager came in the locker 
room and said to both of them, 
“At this time we can’t use you.” 

He then asked if they wanted 
to stay around to see the game. 

They answered “No.” Then the 
manager assured them they’d 
receive travel money to get home. 
After they left the locker room, 
John saw a sign in a section of 
stands he’d not noticed earlier.

“COLORED ONLY”
He turned to Ray and said, 

“Man! Look at that!”
Ray said, “Let’s get outta here.”
John said, “If we stayed to 

watch the game, we wouldn’t 
have sat together.”

“That’s why we’re leav-
ing,” Ray said.

John wondered if the South was 
also prejudiced against Italians.

Back home in Doylestown 
he told my father, “Daddy, 
I wasn’t good enough.”

That really upset my father 
because he had supported John’s 
pitching skills from an early age, 
attending all his games into high 
school and his semi-pro compe-
titions. Faithful watchers of the 
Dodgers on television, Daddy and 
John always made sure the rabbit ears 
were pointed in the direction of New 
York so they could watch Jackie, 
Roy, Duke, Carl and Pee Wee.

John could feel his father’s disap-
pointment for a dream that was not to 
happen. John began to question his 
ability, whether he really was good 
enough for the pros. He even won-
dered if his height of 5-feet 6 inches 
was a liability. He recalled a pitcher 
in the Perkiomen Valley League he 
had played against. The guy was 6-3 
but couldn’t break glass with his fast-
ball. Yet in 1958 during John’s first 
year in the semi-pro league, the Cin-
cinnati Reds signed him for $15,000.

John returned to the semi-pro 
league and had a real good year. 
Some of the scouts who had seen 
him before the trip to Virginia asked 
in bewilderment, “Why didn’t 
they keep you?” His teammates 
and even players from opposing 
teams thought he got a bad deal. 

Some who were ex-minor 
league players expressed disbe-

lief when learning the outcome 
of John’s tryout. They told John 
the Salem Pirates were made up 
of rookies who had no experi-
ence in organized baseball.

My father, angry about John’s 
rejection of his tryout, wrote a letter 
to Edgar Williams, a sports writer 
at Lansdale’s North Penn Reporter. 
Williams then wrote a column that 
ripped the Pirates’ treatment of how 
they handled the tryout, accusing 
them of racism, suggesting they 
should have instead sent him to 
one of their minor league teams 
in the north. The reporter’s quote 
in his column: “Treating a fine 
young man in this manner was a 
disgrace and the Pirate organiza-
tion should be ashamed of itself.”

In 2008 John was inducted into 
the Central Bucks High School/
Central Bucks High School 
West Hall of Fame for his ath-
letic achievements as a pitcher 
on the school’s baseball team.

Doreen Stratton is a lifelong resi-
dent of Doylestown.

Doreen Stratton: From the Underground
Black dreams matter

John Stratton had his heart set on 
playing for the Major Leagues.
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• NEW DINING ROOM OPEN
• VOTED BUCKS COUNTY 

“BEST BURGERS”
• STEAK EGG ROLLS
• GREAT TACOS
• BAVARIAN PRETZELS
• CHICKEN PESTO CHEESESTEAKS
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CHEF SETH VOTED
BEST CHEF
IN BUCKS COUNTY

iExplore our many shopping and dining venues as
!the weather warms and the days get longer!

Did You Know?
Perkasie has over 200 acres of greenways and protected land that is open to the public. Get outside and enjoy the trails

and recreational facilities, then do some shopping and grab a bite at one of our amazing shops and restaurants!.

Explore Your Artsy Side in Perkasie Look Good, Feel Good

y g g

Rise and Grind Cafe
1 N. 7th Street

Riseandgrindcafe18944.com
215-337-3333

Basilico’s Pizza & Co
2301 N. 5th Street
basilicospizzas.com

215-453-1000

The Rockhill Filling Station
1710 N. Ridge Road

therockhillfillingstation.com
215-257-9552

The Ram
606 W. Chestnut Street

Ramperkasie.com
267-404-7455

Need more information?
Visit perkasiemarketplace.com

for a complete listing of food and drink establishments in Perkasie.

LOOKING FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY SPECIALS?
THESE RESTAURANTS ARE A GREAT CHOICE!

Art ClAsses
for Children & Adults

21B N. 7th Street, Perkasie, PA
267.315.1705

tarynday@7thststudios.net

www.7thststudios.net
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RSPRING IS POPPIN’ INTO AAPERKASIE

Siobhan Donaldson

The Bucks County Herald an-
nounces the winners of its Count 
the Shamrocks contest.

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, 
seven shamrocks were hidden 
throughout the March 4 edition. 
Readers were invited to find the 
shamrocks to be eligible for a raffle 
of prizes donated by local business-
es. More than 330 readers found the 
shamrocks, which were located on 
pages A4, A5, B2, C1, C8 and C9.

Prizes donated by businesses and 
winners are as follow:

1. Wild Birds Unlimited Buck-
ingham – small feeder and a 
5-pound bag of seed 

– Jamie Ozols of Bristol

2. Doylestown Historical Soci-
ety, – two sets of two Doylestown 
coffee mugs 

– David Hufnagle of Sellersville
– Ray Kistner of Chalfont

3. Cut to Perfection – $20 gift 
certificate

– Tiffany Holloway of Perkasie

4. New Hope Photo – $25 gift 
certificate 

– Michael Whitman of Upper 
Black Eddy

5. Little’s – $25 gift certificate 
– Jeffrey Chapman of 

Doylestown

6. Peddler’s Village – two $20 
gift cards that can be used at any 
of these restaurants: Buttonwood 
Grill, Earl’s New American, Cock 
‘n Bull, and Hart’s Tavern.

– Pam Halstrick of New Hope 
– Helen Robinson of Quaker-

town

7. Author Roy Ziegler – one 
book by Ziegler, “The Parry’s of 
Philadelphia and New Hope” (con-
tact the Herald for the book, 215-
794-1096)

– Lorretta Wysocki of 
Doylestown 

8. Bergin’s Chocolates – two 
boxes of butter cremes or assorted 
chocolates (milk and dark)  

– Ken Detweiler of Sellersville
– Sarah Mindler of Springtown

9. Ten Thousand Villages – $15 
gift certificate 

– Mary Gray of Doylestown

10. Basil Bandwagon – two $25 
gift certificates (contact the Herald 
for gift certificates, 215-794-1096)

– Fay Macheski of Warminster 
– Mary-Jane Clemens of Chal-

font

11. Ironbound Hard Cider – 
T-shirt 

– Marge Golden of Warminster 

12. Pierre’s Chocolates – $25 
gift certificate 

– Carol Spencer of New Hope

The Herald thanks all who par-
ticipated in the contest:

Bedminster - Cheryl Duffy, Rog-
er W. Ross, Amy Pressler, Geral-
dine Schmidt, Frank Lang

Blooming Glen - Rich Baringer
Bristol Township - Jamie Ozols
Buckingham - Keith Balderston, 

Dottie McGowan, Jacob Goerner, 
Karen Smyth, Michael Goerner, 
Bill McBride, Susan Balderston, 
Tom McGowan JR, Pam Lutz, 
Tobi Timko, Ginny Clemens, Janet 
Chaki,

Buckingham Springs - George 
Calantuono

Carversville - J. Walter Livezey 
III

Chalfont - Scott W. Fischer, Ei-
leen Martin, Janice Kistner, Ray 
Kistner, Danielle Orth, George 
Wozar, Mary-Jane Clemens, Eliza-
beth Wiedner, Joseph Preston, Na-
dine Stein, James V. Hagan, Joyce 
Preston

Dolyestown - Tina Goerner, Ju-
dith Rumsey, Tana Lynn, Albert 

Santiago, Dottie Anthes, Linda l. 
Smith, Tom McBride, Bill Thode, 
Kathy MacLean, Jane Wilmer, Da-
vid S. Sell, Nancy Evers, Steven 
Kalman, Norman MacArthur, Bob 
Wrsneki, Marie Dean, Bryn-Er-
in Kerr, Robert Wysocki, Peter & 
Barbara Sperry, Nancy Polin, Stan 
Clark, Mary Gray, Mike Raterman, 
Tina Patton, Carol DeRiggi, Sha-
ron Bishop, Patricia Butler-Mccau-
ley, Joan Maguire, Ken McCauley, 
Kelly Rood, Melody Hale, Donna 
Gouldey, Jeffrey Chapman, Lisa 
Krol,  Mike Cianfichi, John Green-
wood, Kim & Scott Geissel, Becky 
Rudolph, Jack Schieber, Meryl and 
Larry Cooperman, Rosemary Carr, 
Claire Aubourg, Melanie Green-
wood, Karen Stimac, Virginia 
Young, Jack Stimac, Jill Lingen-
felter, Thomas McGowan Sr, Ruth 
Brooks, Joann Dunlop, Barbara 
McIntyre, Kirk Greenwood, Judy 
Hohmann, Lance Fernandes, Tom 
Lingenfelter, Brian Young, Paul 
Cain, Isabelle Fox, Jessica Beausei-
gneur, Joseph Ramagano, Lorretta 
Wysocki, Linda Greenwood, Mar-
dette Boffa, Frances Boffa, Miriam 
Krantz, Colleen Raterman

Dublin - Mary-Lou Barlieb, Kar-
en Bishop, Tom Fellenz 

Easton - Susan Aneskewich 
Erwinna - Liane Posey
Flemington - Helene Kertesz 

Rush, Loretta Dienes
Fountainville - Marcia Rein-

heimer
Frenchtown - Beth Pandy, Lisa 

Heilman
Furlong - Ben Wiley, Amy Ca-

sale
Hatboro - Alicja Pyzel
Hilltown - Tabitha Holloway, 

Cindy Gery, JoAnn Siran 
Holicong - Constance Valimont
Holland - Gary Plefka, Melanie 

Sciochetti 
Huntingdon Valley - Nancy Ste-

phenson
Ivyland - Mary Nejberger
Jamison - George Schmidt, Bar-

bara Schmidt, Gail Silverman, An-
nette Geneva, Tracey Olszewski 

Kecksburg - Reiss Nancy
Kintnersville - Lynn Emery, 

Brittney Boyle, Rosanne McCarty, 
Julie Hofbauer, Colleen Donnelly

Lahaska - Brenda Murphy Tay-
lor, Jean Alft, Ann Callahan

Lambertville - Bill Allen, Betsy 
Allen, Amy Estrada, Diane Gas-
pari, Ed Gaspari, Linda Santini, 
Mary Ann French, Vanessa Talley, 
Deb Kilmer, Tom Ogren, Janice 
Nemeth, Barbara Rose, Irene Leon-
ardi, Linda Thomas

Langhorne - Edward Kovatch
Lansdale - Charlotte Campbell
Lumberville - Tom Tinsman, 

Judy DiSalvi
Milford, N.J. - Margaret Lynch
Milford Square - April Campbell
Morrisville - Jim Fee, Darlene 

Bliss, Lane Hutchinson
New Britain - Vickie Bumbarg-

er, Cathy Hoot, Karen Kofmehl, 
Sarah Eastburn

New Hope - Brenda Danner, 
Bob McBride, Sara McBride, Ve-
ronica Gardner, Larry Weikel, 
Steve Novello, Pam Halstrick, 
Barbara Gignoux, Brenda Danner, 
Mary Reichert, Jane Yates, Inge 
McKernan, Carol Spencer, Idalean 
Hasenauer, Bill Kiefer, Pam Rick-
ert, Eileen O’Niel, Dorothy Brown, 
Maureen Luce, Nancy Messick, 
Nancy Shill, Kim Duncan, Cindy 
Bofinger, Barb Longworth, Kathy 
Lala, Kathi Ann Dillon, Margaret 
D. Copenhaver, Michael Agnew, 
Phillip Shepherd, Kathy Feehan, 
Sandy Armitage, Shirley Coryell, 
Nancy MacIntire, Brenda Taylor

Newtown - Brenda Coutu, Jo-
seph Gorka, C. C. Gorka, Jeannine 
Watsko

Ottsville - Lynda Kling, Larry 
French, Cindy Carper, Susan Sten-
ken, Marita Nash, Susan French, 
Terry Keogh, John Hyrsl

Perkasie - Cindy Bibic, Freda 
Schopfer, Karen Henderson, Brit-
tany Schoeller, Tiffany Holloway, 
Judy Smolenski, Karen Winston, 
Doris Lindmeier, Dolores Bleams, 
Hildegard Brennan, Diane Getty, 
Ellis Keller

Perkiomen - Lori Yerkes
Pineville - Carole Borneman
Pipersville - Pat Dyckes, Robert 

J. Kuhn, Trish Grier, Marie Sabath, 
Joyce Wiley, Susan Bunkin, Esther 
Visniski, Nicole Visniski, Jonathan 
Visniski, Ryan Visniski, Genya 
Hopf, Katie Barrett, Mike Barrett, 
Gail Ciabatoni, Joan Will

Plumstead - Patricia James, Joan 
Wiley 

Point Pleasant- Joyce Kentopp
Princeton- Helen Trpisovsky
Quakertown - Eileen Kelly, John 

and Cindy Taylor, Sue Wilsey, 
Robert Hessler, Frank Fie, Marga-
ret Nealis, Maryann Beatty, Mike 
Watkins, Linda Lynn, Tony Ros-
si, Karen Rossi, Sofia Neamand, 
Donna Martin, Jeffrey Dietz, Helen 
Robinson

Riegelsville - Carol Vonah
Ringoes - Christine Beninati 
Sellersville - Vince Caparelli, 

Mary Procopio, Joan De Tuccio, 
Ellen Bruch, Ken Detweiler, Lin 
Taylor, Evelyn Webb, Karol Moy-
er, Patrick M Clarkson, Barbara 
and David Hufnagle, Michelle 
Guay, Jacki Lapp

Solebury - Cynthia Young, May 
Cosdon, Patsy Tinsman, Irene and 
John Szykowski, Brenda Maxfield, 
Robert Hisiger

Souderton- Scott Elliott
Southampton - Dan Welke, Hel-

ga Guay, Diane Bachman
Springfield - Jeannette Sciss
Springtown - Sarah Mindler
Stanton - R. Crommelin
Telford - Glenn Kinsey, John A 

Taylor 
Tinicum - Sue Ann Rainey
Titusville - Dolores Piacente
Upper Black Eddy - Ingrid 

Rothenberg, Michael Whitman, 
Beatrice Schmoock, Lois Hess, Di-
ane Burger, Jane Paetzell

Warminster - Dot Anderson, 
Jean Hackett, Elaine Craft, Bob 
Roman, Fay and Bob Macheski, 
Polly Griffith, Brian McGowan, 
Robert Verbinski

Warrington - Henry Magee, 
Dorothy R. Smith, Marge Golden, 
Anthony Volpe, Stephanie Mos-
kowitz, Linda Fienberg, Michael 
Doneson, Michael Dempsey

Warrington Township - Iryna 
Halay

Warwick Township - Tom Pohle
Washington Crossing - Sandra 

Kitain
West Amwell - Linda Slack, Kay 

Compton
Wycombe - Debbie Smith
Yardley - Susan Rose, Rosema-

rie Quaranta
Those who also located the 

shamrocks: Jim Wentzel, Rebecca 
Crooks, Lesley Hurwitz, Joyce Mc-
Bride, Donna Gibson, Bri Gibson, 
Beth Fitz, Dani Castrogiovanni, 
Brian Albrecht, Mary Ellen Schul-
te, Sue Taylor, Matthew Orth, 
Madelyn Brooks, Cindy Harris and 
Frank Perry. 

Deadline for agriculture 
risk coverage enrollment 
looms

Agricultural producers in Penn-
sylvania who have not yet elected 
and enrolled in the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
for 2021 have until March 15 to 
do so. 

Producers who have not signed 
a contract or who want to make 
an election change should contact 
their local U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Service Center 
to make an appointment.

“In times like these, from win-
ter storms to a pandemic, we’re 
reminded of the importance of 
managing risk,” said Dan Smeal, 
acting state executive director for 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) in Pennsylvania. “The Ag-
riculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage programs provide 
critical support to farmers to pro-
tect them from substantial drops in 
crop prices or revenues.”

For information, visit farmers.
gov/arc-plc.

Herald names Count the Shamrocks winners 



Freda Savana

Walking into Vintage Vibe 
is like entering a world that’s at 
once both familiar and foreign. 

In the small shop, tucked among 
a string of other stores along East 
State Street in Doylestown Bor-
ough, you’ll find your grandpar-
ents’ radio restored to its original 
beauty, but now with Bluetooth; 
an updated 1940s television, 
and a restored record player that 
brings a rush of memories.

Meghan and David Pierson 
launched the unique retro store 
five years ago and are celebrating 
the anniversary throughout March 
with a raffle and discounts. 

“We’re giving these vin-
tage things a second life,” said 
Meghan. “Normally, they’d be 
stashed away in someone’s attic 
or in a dark corner of a basement.” 

The couple scour flea markets 
and antiques shops in search of 
long forgotten items that would 
likely be lost to time were it not 
for their keen eye and love of 
returning everything –from old 
phones, AM radios, ancient tele-
visions, cash registers, typewrit-
ers and more, to the 21st century.

“David can fix or repurpose al-
most anything,” said Meghan, of 
her husband, “and I was in the in-
terior design business, before we 
honed in on this idea.”

From floor to ceiling, the store 
is filled with stuff that shakes free 
the past and all the nostalgia that 
comes with it. Whether it’s an-
tique lighting, a pink rotary tele-
phone or an old kitchen clock that 
reminds you of your grandmother, 
or, perhaps, introduces you to her, 
Vintage Vibe is a place that draws 
you in for a closer look. A place 
that connects you to past genera-

tions.
“We take once useful things 

and attractive items that are now 
obsolete and return them to work-
ing order,” said David. “In many 
cases, we improve upon their 
functionality with modern inno-
vations, like Bluetooth, so that 
they can be enjoyed in today’s 
homes.”

A restored and updated record 

player from decades past is so 
special, Meghan said. “It gives 
you an incredible, warm sound … 
it has character.” 

The Piersons chose Doylestown 
for their store because it’s a “per-
fect fit,” said Meghan. “We love 
the look of the town, we love that 
it’s a walking town and we love 
getting to know everyone.”

Visit the store March 20, from 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and March 21, 
from noon to 4 p.m. and enter a 
free raffle for a Vintage Bluetooth 
Radio Speaker. The winner will 
be announced at 6 p.m. March 21. 
There’s also a 10 percent discount 
to thank the community, the Pier-
sons said.

Online appointments are avail-
able and custom orders are also 
welcomed.

FREDA SAVANA

Elias Savana, 9, tries out a rotary telephone at 
Vintage Vibe in Doylestown. The store, that’s cel-
ebrating its fifth anniversary, repurposes retro 
items.

Meghan and David Pierson, owners of Vintage Vibe in Doylestown, are celebrating five 
years in business. Their East State Street shop features uniquely repurposed vintage 
radios and TVs and much more.
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Richland Mill
20 N. Main Street, Richlandtown, PA 18955

215-536-2555 RichlandMill.com

• HOME • GARDEN

PET, BIRD &
VESTOCK FEED
ALLY GROWN & MILLED

FARM

LIV
LLLLOCA

FREE LOCAL DELIVE
RY

All Things Bird

• Our Own Birdseed

• Suet

• Feeders and Houses

• Custom Birdseed Mixes

6040 Easton Rd. (611) Plumsteadville, PA (215) 766-8807

Cut to PerfectionCut to Perfection

Hrs: Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-8; Thurs. 9-5 Fri. 9-8; Sat. 8-1

Specializing in Hair, Nails & Waxing

OPEN NIGHTS ~ WALK-INS WELCOME!

Full-Service Hair Care for Men, Women and Children

Not to be combined with other offers - Expires 3/25/2021

$10.00 OFF
NEW CLIENT SPECIAL Perms, 

Hair Color, 
Extensions,       
Keratin 

Treatments, 
Highlights, 

Eyebrow Wax, 
Kids Cuts 

and Much More!

Cut & Color
for new clients

As technology rules, Vintage Vibe turns the other way

Downtown Perkasie eligible to become National Historic District
Perkasie Borough’s downtown 

area is now eligible to become a 
National Historic District after a 
determination by the Pennsylvania 
State Historic Preservation Office, 
the borough announced on March 8.

The decision is the first of a three-
part process. It allows Perkasie 
Borough to submit a final National 
Register nomination to the com-
monwealth’s Preservation Office 
in the coming months. After local 
public comment and a review by the 
state Historic Preservation Board, a 
favorable decision by the board in 
Harrisburg would be sent to the Na-
tional Park Service for its approval 
of a Perkasie National Historic Dis-

trict.
“The borough has worked for 

the past five years to ensure Per-
kasie takes its rightful place among 
the most cherished hometowns in 
Pennsylvania,” said Scott Bomboy, 
chair of Perkasie Borough Coun-
cil’s Historical Committee. “It is an 
honor long-deserved, and hopefully 
state and federal officials will agree 
when they review our final nomina-
tion.”

The state Preservation Office 
determined Perkasie’s central 
area, above the East Branch of the 
Perkiomen Creek, is eligible under 
National Register Criteria C, for 
Architecture. The state Preserva-

tion Office and Perkasie Borough 
will determine the historic district’s 
proposed boundaries in the near 
future, with the Perkasie’s original 
core downtown area anchoring the 
district. Perkasie Borough’s earli-
est borders extended from parts of 
Third Street to Ninth Street, bor-
dered by Walnut and Race streets. 
It is expected the proposed Perkasie 
National Historic District will in-
clude additional buildings adjacent 
to Perkasie’s old downtown.

The state determined Perkasie’s 
period of historical significance 
began with the construction of the 
Landis Ridge tunnel in the 1850s 
and extended into the 1950s. As 

the boundary is adjusted, the area 
of significance period may be ex-
tended.

Richard Grubb and Associates 
of Cranbury, N.J, worked with Per-
kasie Borough Council’s Historical 
Committee on the resource survey 
that led the eligibility determination. 
The preliminary finding was made 
in February by the state, and basic 
information about the determination 
is now on PA-Share (phmc.pa.gov/
PA-SHARE), the state’s new his-
toric preservation resource website.

The final designation of a Na-
tional Historic District in itself does 

not protect historic structures from 
demolition or regulate how own-
ers maintain their properties. But 
owners of historic properties con-
tributing to the district may become 
eligible for historic preservation tax 
credits and preservation easements, 
under certain conditions.

Currently, Perkasie has two oth-
er districts eligible for the National 
Register: Lake Lenape Park and the 
Bridgetown-South Perkasie district. 
The National Park Service approved 
the Perkasie Park Camp-Meeting as 
a National Historic District in Sep-
tember 2016.

Pearl S. Buck International hosts Volunteer Orientation Session   
Pearl S. Buck International has a 

range of volunteer opportunities that 
offer many ways for someone to 
make a difference. 

Orientation will be held at Pearl 
S. Buck International, 520 Dublin 
Road, Perkasie, 1 p.m. Thursday, 
March 18.

The Volunteer Orientation Ses-
sion includes learning more about 

the mission, touring the National 
Historic Landmark property and 
discovering how individuals can 
share their talents with the nonprofit 
organization. 

Volunteers at Pearl S. Buck Inter-
national choose from tasks as varied 
as serving as a tour guide for visitors 
to the National Historic Landmark 
Home of Pearl S. Buck, helping 

with the archival collection, work-
ing in the International Gift Shop, 
processing letters from sponsored 
children, or assisting with special 
events such as the annual Holiday 
Craft Show or signature Taste of 
the World reception. Volunteers are 
also invited to bring their special 
talents to the organization. This has 
resulted in many projects such as a 
public quilt show, book discussion 
groups, a Pearl Buck play, a photo-
graphic book of the Pearl S. Buck 
House, and more. 

Pearl S. Buck International has 
implemented strict health and safe-
ty protocols due to the COVID-19 
coronavirus pandemic to protect the 
well-being of all volunteers, visitors, 
and staff. Read more at pearlsbuck.
org/reopening/. 

For information on volunteering 
with Pearl S. Buck International, 
visit pearlsbuck.org/volunteer.  

Wild Birds Unlimited, a national 
franchise dedicated to the centu-
ry-old hobby of backyard bird-feed-
ing, is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary.

In honor of this milestone, the lo-
cal store in Buckingham Green will 
donate 40 percent of its sales over 
four days to four organizations. Ten 
percent of sales each day will be do-
nated to a different group.

The dates are as follows: Mon-
day, March 15, the Bucks Coun-
ty Audubon Society; Tuesday, 
March 16, the AARK in Chalfont; 
Wednesday, March 17, Lulu’s Dog 
Rescue; and Thursday, March 18, 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bucks 
County.

“As we all know, fundraising has 
been difficult during COVID-19. 
We wanted to give back to a few 
organizations near and dear to our 
business and our hearts,” said Lisa 
and David Mergen, the store own-
ers, via email.

“We are offering the public a way 
to stock up on their supplies while 
also helping their favorite local op-
eration in need. A win-win for ev-
eryone ... we will get through this 
together.”

Visit the store online for informa-
tion.

Sale at Wild Birds Unlimited in Buckingham 
benefits local organizations 
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At God’s Mountain Recovery Center, we offer faith-based/
spiritual recovery. Our treatment program caters to the unique needs 
of women struggling with substance abuse.  We offer a safe, nur-
turing, and distraction-free environment for women to begin their 
road to recovery. Our staff will assess the spiritual goals and needs 
of each client living at the House of Hope.  Our residential facility 
has 24- hour supervision and is fully staffed with masters-level cli-
nicians to meet the needs of our clients. 

Faith-based/Spiritual Support Program weekly offerings:

AA and NA meetings
Small Groups
Church Services
Chapel
Prayer Groups
Pastoral and Spiritual   
   counseling
Testimonials

Engaging Speakers
Volunteer work
Art therapy
CBT-cognitive behavioral 
   therapy
Trauma
DBT-dialectal behavioral 
   therapy

Relapse Prevention
12-step groups
Aromatherapy
Meditation/Mindfulness
Music Therapy
Recovery with children 
Trauma Therapy Yoga

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
94 ADAMS DR WAYMART PA 18472

info@godsmountainrecovery.com
Toll Free Telephone (877) 463-7686

Agway
SeedWay
Botanical 
Interests

Burpee
Livingston

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Come In And Check Out

Our Huge Inventory Of 2021
Flower & Vegetable Seed Packets

And Seed Starting Supplies

Rt. 313, Dublin, PA • 215-249-3117
Mon-Sat 8-7, Fri 8-8, Sun 9-5

Dublin Agway

• Early Veggies & Herbs
• Pansies • Helleborus
• Early Perennials
• Indoor Plants

• Fruit Trees & Berries

Anna Katz

International Women’s Day, cel-
ebrated this year on March 8, is a 
global day celebrating the social, 
economic, cultural and political 
achievements of women and mark-
ing a call to action to continue the 
fight for women’s equality. 

The theme this year is “Choose 
to Challenge”— a challenged world 
is an alert world and from chal-
lenge comes change. Someone who 
continually “chose to challenge” 
throughout the course of her life was 
the founder of Pearl S. Buck Inter-
national. Pearl S. Buck lived those 

words in all aspects of life—by na-
ture she questioned and challenged 
everything in her environment, in-
quisitive as a writer and challenging 
as a humanitarian and advocate for 
human rights. Women’s rights and 
women’s equality were at the fore-
front of social justice issues Pearl 
chose to challenge. She engaged in 
a years-long evolutionary process of 
examining women’s roles in China 
and the US, emerging with a foun-
dational understanding reflective in 
the following quotations found in 
her book “Of Men and Women.”

“For no country is a true democra-
cy whose women have not an equal 

share in life with men and until we 
realize this we should never achieve 
a real democracy on this earth.

“..that happiness for men and 
women is in the greatest freedom 
for both that is consistent with equal 
opportunity. Freedom without op-
portunity is meaningless.  Free men 
and free women, working on equal 
terms together in all the processes 
of life-and what is this but democ-
racy?”

“Of Men and Women” was 
published in 1941—80 years ago. 
Although her path was winding, 
forcing her to challenge “who was 
responsible for the state of affairs 

between American men and wom-
en,” ultimately she understood that 
men, women, and the structure of 
society needed to change for free-
dom and democracy to thrive. To 
understand the path she pursued to-
ward achieving this end, stay tuned 
for the new virtual Pearl S. Buck on 
Women exhibit due out April 2021.

Celebrate International Wom-
en’s Week by creating the bridge of 
opportunity to freedom for young 
girls around the world. Through 
child sponsorship, marginalized 
and impoverished children, many 
of whom are young girls, benefit 
from the opportunity to not only go 

to school but to complete their edu-
cation, lifting themselves and their 
families out of poverty. 

Child sponsorship allows “girl 
power” to flourish, leading to 
women’s empowerment through 
education that leads to successful 
careers and making their own pos-
itive impact in the world. Find out 
more at pearlsbuck.org/sponsor-a-
child/

People can donate to further en-
sure that Pearl S. Buck’s legacy of 
supporting women’s empowerment 
continues for generations to come.

Anna Katz is president and CEO 
of Pearl S. Buck International.

A time to celebrate a global week

Salem Church program addresses promises, 
controversies of COVID vaccine

Salem Church’s online social 
justice series continues with “A 
Shot in the Arm: The Promises and 
Controversies of the COVID vac-
cine.” 

Join Salem Church via Zoom at 7 
p.m. Thursday March 18 for a free 
presentation and Q&A with Dr. 
Glenn Rall, one of the country’s top 
virologists.

It is generally thought that the 
beginning of the end phase of this 
pandemic will be the arrival of 
protective vaccines against SARS 

CoV-2. While progress in vaccine 
development has been truly re-
markable, resulting in multiple safe 
and effective vaccines heading to 
market, close to 50% of Americans 
say that they are not likely to get 
the vaccine. Where does this hes-
itancy come from, and what kinds 
of education can be put into place 
to refute false beliefs and provide 
concrete guidance for making a de-
cision? 

The discussion will focus on 
the basic biology of what vaccines 

“do” and an up-to-the-moment as-
sessment of where we are, followed 
by a discussion of some of the ex-
isting societal concerns that might 
interfere with a speedy end to this 
national nightmare.

Dr. Glenn Rall is a professor and 
the chief academic officer at the 
Fox Chase Cancer Center in Phila-
delphia. In addition to his duties at 
Fox Chase, Rall is also an adjunct 
professor in the microbiology and 
immunology departments at the 
University of Pennsylvania, Prince-

ton, Thomas Jefferson, Drexel, and 
Temple universities. 

Rall’s laboratory studies viral 
infections of the brain and the im-
mune responses to those infections, 
with the goal of defining how virus-
es contribute to disease in humans, 
including cancer. His service to 
the scientific community includes 
membership on the Autism Speaks 
Scientific Advisory Board, editor of 
various journals, program chair of 
the American Society for Virology, 
and co-authorship of the top-selling 

textbook, “Principles of Virology.”
The event is part of a monthly se-

ries, “Thursdays for Justice,” host-
ed by The Social Action Network 
of Salem Church. The free, year-
long discussion series, on the third 
Thursday of each month, focuses 
on justice and social impact issues. 
Each discussion will begin at 7 p.m. 
and last for one hour. 

More information and upcoming 
discussions in the series are at Sa-
lemstrong.org/Thursdays-for-jus-
tice. 

The public is invited to join a vir-
tual conversation with retired Rear 
Adm. Margaret Grun Kibben, a for-
mer resident of Warrington, from 
3 to 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 24, 
in celebration of Women’s History 
Month.

Hosted by Bucks County Commu-
nity College, Lower Bucks Campus, 
registration for the event is required. 

Rear Adm. Margaret Grun Kib-
ben, recently retired from the U.S. 
Navy, brings decades of decorated 
experience in the military and gov-
ernment sectors, providing executive 
advisement regarding moral, ethical 
and spiritual leadership.  Her topic, 
“Leadership in the Public and Pri-
vate Sector, Dr. Kibben’s Journey,” 
will provide a personal perspective. 

As an indication of Dr. Kibben’s 
thoughts on leadership, she’s been 
recently quoted saying, “Through-

out my experience in the military 
and now in government, I have been 
made keenly aware that when peo-
ple acknowledge their innate skills, 
ground their actions in moral pur-
pose, and use their God-given voice, 
their leadership can’t help but make 
a difference.”

She entered active duty in the 
United States Navy in 1986, receiv-
ing her Master’s and Doctorate of 
Divinity from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Princeton, N.J. While at 
the Naval War College, Kibben was 
a senior fellow at the United States 
Institute of Peace.

As a founding member of AI and 
Faith, she has engaged herself in the 
emerging debate on the ethical de-
velopment of Artificial Intelligence 
and related technologies, research-
ing and speaking on the ethics of 
artificial intelligence. In January, she 
became the first woman to serve as 
chaplain in either Chamber of Con-
gress and the 65th chaplain of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives.

There is no charge to participate in 
this presentation, but preregistration 
is required at: bit.ly/zoombccc.

Retired rear admiral talks about going 
from Bucks County to Congress

Wesley Enhanced Living 
residents receive COVID-19 

vaccines 
Wesley Enhanced Living has 

reached  a milestone in offering 
the opportunity to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine to residents 
across its six senior living commu-
nities located across Bucks, Dela-
ware, Montgomery and Philadel-
phia counties.

“At Wesley Enhanced Living, 
we are committed to supporting our 
residents and staff members in liv-
ing healthy, engaging and vibrant 
lives,” said Jeff Petty, president 
and chief executive officer at Wes-
ley Enhanced Living. “After such 
a challenging year, working to co-
ordinate and facilitate COVID-19 
vaccination clinics has been a top 
priority for our team as we collec-
tively work to establish a sense of 
normalcy again in our lives.”

In close coordination with 
county and pharmacy partners, 
all residents at each Wesley En-
hanced Living community have 
had the opportunity to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. As of March 
2, nearly 90% of Wesley Enhanced 
Living residents have received the 

first dose of the COVID-19 vac-
cine, some have already received 
the second dose and additional 
vaccination clinics are planned in 
the coming weeks. 

“Our leadership team is so proud 
of our residents, staff and their 
families. Despite the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have felt a hopeful 
sense of positivity and optimism 
across all six of our communities,” 
said Petty. “We are thankful our 
resident vaccine-rollout program 
has been met with such enthusi-
asm, as we look forward to lifting 
certain restrictions – where appro-
priate – in the near future.”

PennDOT is hosting a virtu-
al public meeting discussing the 
planned improvement project for 
Easton Road and New Britain 
Road in Doylestown Township. 
The meeting will be from 5 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. on March 11.

Community members will have 
the opportunity to comment on the 
two proposed roundabouts set for 
construction. Attendees will also 
review preliminary intersection 
designs, associated multi-use path 
modifications, environmental fea-
tures and the anticipated project 
schedule. Organizers will demon-
strate the project’s purpose and 
need.

Advanced registration is re-
quired to recieve the meeting link 
and sign-in instructions. To regis-
ter, email c-ggumas@pa.gov.

PennDOT to address 
Doylestown highway 
improvement project 
at public meeting

REAR ADM. MARGARET 
GRUN KIBBEN 

With the coronavirus pandem-
ic impacting the country, many 
non-profits have been stretched thin 
and need resources. In an effort to 
help make a difference, TruMark 
Financial Credit Union launched 
its “Concern for Community” ini-
tiative.

Food insecurity across the coun-
try has risen significantly since 
the pandemic laid off 14 million 
workers in the U.S. from February 
to May, according to the Pew Re-
search Center. Pantries have been 
struggling to keep the shelves re-
plenished with nutritious staples. 
To help combat food insecurity, 
TruMark Financial will be donating 
$2,500 per month to Philabundance 
for a total of $30,000 in 2021. 

In addition to the Philabun-
dance donation, smaller month-
ly initiatives also are scheduled 
throughout the year. Each month 
the credit union will select different 
organizations to receive resources 
needed for their clients. Resources 
range from socks, hats, mittens, and 
backpacks to cleaning supplies for 
people transitioning into their own 
homes.

In January, to kick off the pro-
gram, the credit union donated a to-
tal of 100 blankets to shelters in the 
area. The following shelters each 
received a supply of blankets: Good 
Samaritan Services in Phoenixville, 
Betheseda Project in Philadelphia, 
Pathways PA in Media, Family Ser-
vice Association of Bucks County 
and Interfaith Hospitality Network 
of the Main Line.

Credit union launches 
community initiative, 
donates to Philabundance
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ONE STEP AHEAD

Jeff Moeller

On Sunday afternoon, South 
Hunterdon head girls basketball 
coach Gene Schaedel was still 
waiting to receive a champion-

ship 
trophy 
for the 
Eagles’ 
47-41 

defeat of Delaware Valley to 
capture the Skyland Conference 
Silver Division title.

After a 15-year hiatus from their 
last championship – the NJSIAA 
Central Jersey Group I crown in 
2006 – Schaedel and his girls could 
wait a few more days.

“For us, this is big,” said 
Schaedel. “We didn’t expect to win 
seven games in a row. But I thought 
we could finish the season strong.

“Our schedule was balanced and 
worked for us. This is great for our 
seniors and everyone else consid-
ering what we had to deal with all 
year and being shut down (due to 
COVID outbreak) for two weeks. It 
will be memorable for our players.”

Senior Rebecca Phillips, who 
was named the tournament’s 
Most Valuable Player, nearly 
had a triple-double performance 
against Delaware Valley with 
19 points, 15 rebounds and 
six steals. Fellow senior Kate 
Robinson added 10 points for 
the Eagles, who finished  10-3 
overall.

Phillips knew it was a long jour-
ney over the past few weeks.

“It was very exciting to win the 
sectional title this year and a really 
nice way to finish our last season,” 
said Phillips. “We all worked really 
hard this season and it’s nice when 
it feels like all of your hard work 
has paid off. Along with winning 
the title, it was great to finish on a 
seven-game winning streak. 

“I don’t know if we necessarily 
expected to have such a strong fin-
ish at first, but we had really good 
momentum going. Towards the 
end of the season, we really started 
playing well together and we were 
having a lot of fun.”
 
 

Don Leypoldt

When South Hunterdon’s 
2019-2020 season ended, there 
was a great chance that Drew 
Zalescik would enter the Eagles’ 
1,000-point club the next winter. 
He needed 255 points – a num-
ber he smashed as a junior.

When COVID forced South 
Hunterdon to condense its 
schedule, there was no way, no 
how Zalescik would enter the 
1,000-point club. High school 
players don’t average 25 points 
a game.

But neither pandemics nor de-
fenses stopped Zalescik. During 
his fifth straight 30-point game, 
Zalescik hit the 1K milestone in 
South Hunterdon’s 61-58 March 
1 win over Manville.

“I went to high school games 
when I was younger and have al-
ways seen their banner. It’s been 
a milestone I wanted to reach 
because I feel like 1,000 points 
isn’t something you should try 
to get,” Zalescik emphasized. “It 
is something that should come 
naturally if you are playing as 
hard as you can.”  

Zalescik averaged 29 points 
per game this season, which led 

the entire state of New Jersey.  
He went for 30 seven times in a 
dozen games.

“He is a long defender who 
gets a bunch of deflections and 
tips, and creates problems on 
defense,” noted South Hunterdon 
head coach Kevin McCarron. 
“He is our best rebounder right 
now, especially for a guy who is 
not a big. He’s got a knack for 
being around the ball. And he 
is a quiet leader. He does things 
the right way, has a smile on his 
face, never has a negative word 
and the other kids look up to him 
for that.”

Zalescik led South Hunter-
don in scoring in all three of 
his varsity years. Last season, 
Zalescik averaged 18 points 
per game while guiding a 17-9 
Eagle squad to the second 
round of sectionals. Zalescik 
averaged 22 points per game 
during two Eagle five-game 
win streaks. His 39 points in an 
80-77 overtime win over Key-
port marked a new career high; 
Zalescik also ranked second on 
South Hunterdon last year in 
steals and rebounds.

Karen Sangillo

In his wildest dreams, Jacob 
Cummiskey couldn’t have come up 
with this scenario. 

The freshman on the Central 
Bucks East boys basketball team hit 

a buzzer 
beater 
to lift 
the host 
Patriots 

past Boyertown, 51-50, in the sec-
ond round of the District One Class 
6A tournament on Tuesday night. 

“That was by far the biggest 
basket of my career,” Cummiskey 
said. “I’ve never hit a game-win-
ner before. I guess I couldn’t have 
picked a better time to do it.

“This was a really close game. 
There was never a point when I 
was sure we were going to win and 
honestly, I had my doubts. I thought 
it would go right down to the end, 
but I never thought I’d be the one to 
make the winning shot.”

The Patriots were trailing, 50-49, 
when Joe Jackman missed a shot 
that would have given them the 
lead. 

“When Joe missed that basket, 
at that point, I thought it was over,” 
said Cummiskey, who ended the 
game with 10 points, four assists 
and three rebounds. 

“But then they missed a foul 
shot and I was screaming to my 
teammates and they got me the ball. 
I found myself in the open court and 
that’s what I do best so I put it up 
there and hoped for the best. 

“I was on the ground while it was 
in the air so I was just watching it. I 
didn’t even know the time. I heard 

the buzzer go and everyone started 
running and I was confused. I didn’t 
even know the game was over and 
then it hit me that I actually had the 
game-winner.”

Both Boyertown (10-6), the 10th 
seed, and CB East, seeded seventh, 
had opening-round byes. For the 
Patriots, that meant a seven-day 
layoff between their league finale 
with Central Bucks West and their 
first postseason game.

“We were a little rusty in the 
beginning and I think that’s because 
we had the bye, but they had all the 
same problems because they had 
a bye, too,” Cummiskey said. “As 
the game went on, we were both 
starting to hit our shots and it was 
really competitive.”  

The two progams are familiar 
with each other, having been on 
each other’s non-league schedule 
in the 2018-19 and 2019-2020 
seasons. 

“We have mutual respect for 
each other,” said CB East senior 
Jason Markowitz, who had six 
points and three steals. “We knew 
they’d be tough, and they were. 
What a game. Both teams really 
played their hearts out.”

CB East jumped out to an early 
lead, ending the first quarter ahead, 
15-10, and by halftime leading, 
24-20. 

“We never really built up a big 
lead and they caught us,” Markow-
itz said. “I thought it was over, but 
I had a lot of confidence in this 
team. I’m so happy for everyone. 

“I took it personally when they 
started to pick it up and get into the 
game. I felt like defense needed 
to change the game, so I took the 

challenge of guarding No. 5 (Sala-
ta) and he did not score on me. At 
the very end when we were down 
by one, I couldn’t even watch the 
game. I was shaking. What a play.”

 Jackman led all scorers with 13 
points, including two 3-point goals. 
He is the program’s all-time leader 
with 130 3-pointers in his career.

“I was scared,” said Jackman, 
speaking of the final seconds of the 
game. “Obviously there’s going 
to be a little fear; we were down 
by one and there were only a few 
seconds left. But I was still con-
fident, and the freshman, he was 
composed. He made the shot when 
we really needed it. We love him; 
he’s a great kid.  

“A win’s a win. It just feels good 
that we get to move on. Boyer-
town’s a tough team. They gave it 
their all and so did we. It was fun 
to play against them.” 

Jack Hamilton had 11 points and 
eight rebounds, 

The Patriots (13-3) advance 
to Friday’s quarterfinals where 
they will take on 18th seed North 
Penn (12-6) at 7 p.m. at CB East. 
The Knights upset second seed 
Conestoga, 52-45, to earn the 
chance to play CB East. 

It will be the third meeting of 
the season for the two, as both 
programs hail from the Suburban 
One League Colonial Division. 
CB East was the league cham-
pion, while North Penn finished 
third. North Penn won the first 
game between the two, 71-66, 
while the Patriots won the re-
match, 57-46.

“We’re looking forward to it,” 
Jackman said. 

Cummiskey buzzer beater sends 
CB East to district quarterfinals

South Hunterdon 
defeats Del Val
for Skyland title

Girls
basketball

Continued on page B3

COURTESY OF ANDREW ZALESCIK

Drew Zalescik, the state of New Jersey’s leading scorer, poses with  
South Hunterdon Athletic Director Jason Miller, left, and coach 
Kevin McCarron, right, after tallying his 1,000th point. 

To the point
South Hunterdon’s Zalescik 

somehow hits milestone

Continued on page B3

MICHAEL A. APICE

District playoffs heat up final days of winter 
Faith Christian’s Branko Stanisic battles for a rebound with Jenkintown’s Iman Jackson during Monday 
night’s District One Class A semifinal, hosted by the Drakes. Faith, the No. 3 seed, fell to No. 2 Jenkin-
town 49-39. More photos from the Class A semifinal, as well as highlights from the first week of district 
playoffs, on page B2. 

Boys
basketball
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Don Leypoldt

They are the champions!  
No. 3 South Hunterdon (10-3) 

topped No. 4 Delaware Valley 47-41 
on March 5 to claim the Skyland 
Conference Silver Division cham-
pionship. Rebecca Phillips scored 
19 points and grabbed 15 rebounds 
while both Kate Robinson and Eve 
Durkee-Neumann added 10 points. 
The Eagles used a 15-0 second quar-
ter run to put away No. 6 Manville 
48-36 in the March 1 quarterfinal 
and traveled to top No. 2 Belvidere 
40-31 in the semifinals. The Eagles 
carry a seven-game win streak into 
next season.  

The No. 6 South Hunterdon 
(4-8) boys ended their season last 
Saturday with a 76-62 loss to No. 4 
Manville in the Skyland Silver Di-
vision third-place game. The Eagles 
flew into the winner’s bracket with 
their 47-38 win over No. 3 Warren 
Hills on March 2. South Hunterdon 
won four of their final seven games.  

In Pennsylvania, No. 7 CB East 
(13-3), the SOL Colonial champ, 
topped No. 10 Boyertown 51-50 on 
Jacob Cummiskey’s buzzer beating 
layup in a Tuesday night District 
One 6A second-round win. Joe 
Jackman’s 13 points paced the Pa-
triots. East advances to face No. 18 
North Penn, upset winner over No. 2 
Conestoga, in Friday’s quarterfinal.

No. 16 Methacton topped No. 17 

CB South (9-7) 46-38 in class 6A 
boys first-round action on Saturday.  
The Titans finished in a three-way tie 
for second in the SOL Colonial with 
North Penn and No. 12 Pennridge 
(13-6), who fell 56-52 to No. 5 
Perkiomen Valley in Tuesday’s sec-
ond round. The Rams won their final 
five regular season games.  

The No. 19 CB South girls (9-8) 
throttled No. 14 WC Henderson 
43-26 in Class 6A first-round action 
on Saturday. Junior Taylor Hinkle 
nearly singlehandedly outscored the 
Warriors with her 21 points.  The 
Titans advance to face rival No. 3 
CB East (14-1) in a second-round 
Wednesday game. The Patriots ran 
the table this winter en route to an 
SOL Colonial title. No. 10 CB West 
(11-5) also traveled to No. 7 Union-
ville for a second-round Wednesday 
night game. The peaking Bucks take 
a six-game win streak out to Chester 
County. Both results were unavail-
able at press time.  

The East/South winner will play 
the No. 6 Ridley/No. 11 Pennsbury 
winner in Saturday’s quarterfinal.  
The West/Unionville winner takes 
on No. 2 Plymouth Whitemarsh/
No.18 Souderton the same day.

The SOL Freedom co-champion 
No. 2 New Hope-Solebury girls 
(16-4) topped No. 3 Pope John 
Paul II 39-35 in Tuesday’s Class 
4A semifinals. Reagan Chrenick’s 
dozen points paced the Lions while 

Rachel Saxton and Kate Dough-
erty added seven points each. New 
Hope advances to Friday’s final at 
No. 1 Gwynedd Mercy (13-1).

No. 2 New Hope-Solebury (6-
13) played No. 1 Pope John Paul II 
(13-1) late Wednesday night in the 
District One 4A boys title game. The 
Lions won four of their last nine to 
close the year including stunning 6A 
CB East 61-56 on Feb. 26 behind 
Alex Walinski’s 25 points.

The No. 3 Palisades (9-8) girls 
beat No. 6 Northern Lehigh 53-45 
in the March 4 District 11 Class 3A 
quarterfinal but fell in Saturday’s 
semifinal 45-36 to No. 2 Palmer-
ton. NJIT-signee Trinity Williams 
was named this season’s Colonial 
League MVP. The Pirates assem-
bled a seven-game win streak in the 
middle of the season. 

No. 4 Salisbury defeated No. 5 
Palisades 59-29 in the District 11 
3A boys quarterfinal on March 4. 
Brandon Fox and Liam Carey both 
averaged in double figures this win-
ter for the Pirates (7-13).

The No. 2 Faith Christian girls 
(11-5) fell gamely to No. 1 Jenkin-
town 57-47 in the March 9 Class A 
District One finals. Jenkintown was 
the only team to top Faith in Bicen-
tennial play this season.

No. 2 Jenkintown topped No. 
3 Faith Christian (7-9) 49-39 
on Monday in the boys’ Class A 
semifinal. 

South Hunterdon crown, Cummiskey 
heroics highlight first playoff week

Faith Christian’s Shane O’Connor flies through the air and lands 
on the Drakes’ Roan McCall in Monday’s Class A semifinal game.

Faith Christian’s Branko Stanisic drives in for two against Jenkin-
town’s Jadan Welch.

Faith Christian’s Branko Stanisic can’t believe the call as Jenkin-
town’s Jadan Welch lends a hand. 

Jenkintown’s Sean Mizzoni fouls Faith Christian’s Peyton Curry.

Faith Christian’s Shane O’Con-
nor gets some tight defense 
against Jenkintown’s Dan Ecker.

Faith Christian’s Daniel Meeh 
gets a handful when Jenkin-
town’s Emmet Tweh rejects the 
shot. 

Faith Christian’s Peyton Curry gets double-teamed by Jenkintown’s Cole Krinvic and Iman Jackson 
in the Drakes’ 49-39 victory.

Photographs 
by Michael A. Apice
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Jeff Moeller

Faith Christian’s Eric Alder-
fer may have captured the top 
medal in his weight class at the 

PIAA 
East 
Class 

2A Super Regional at Pottsville 
High School last weekend, but 
he didn’t like the path he took 
to get there.

“I didn’t think I had a good 
tournament,” said Alderfer, a 
junior who won the 138-pound 
class. “I just wanted to find 
a way to punch my ticket (to 
Hershey). 

“I feel like most of the pres-
sure is off to get there, and I can 
just go out there and have fun.”

Fellow 138-pounder Kyle 
Hauserman, a senior at Council 
Rock North, took the top spot in 
the PIAA East Class 3A Super 
Regional at Quakertown, which 
saw Mason Ziegler – the host 
Panthers’ own wrestler – record a 
third-place finish at 106. 

Palisades senior Ben Haubert 
finished second at the Class 2A 
Super Regional in the 172-pound 
class.

Council Rock North junior 
Tony Burke (106) was third 
and so was Council Rock South 
junior Matt Colajezzi (106) and 
Central Bucks East junior Quinn 
Collins (215). Central Bucks 
West junior Carl DiGiorgio (215) 
earned an invite with a fourth-
place finish.

The top four wrestlers in each 
weight class were awarded a trip 
to the PIAA championships in 
Chocolate Town.

Alderfer, who finished eighth 
last year at states, took the ini-
tiative to build on his experience 
last year.

“I feel a lot stronger,” he said. 
“I didn’t know what to expect, 
and it was a little nerve-wrack-
ing.

“At the beginning of this year, 
I didn’t have a good start in my 
first few matches. But I feel over 
the last few weeks, I got my 
mojo back. I feel really good and 
pretty confident about going out 
there.”

Faith head coach Ben Clymer 
watched Alderfer (21-3) excel 
along the way this season.

“Eric has been doing an awe-
some job, and I believe he has a 

real chance,” said Clymer. “Last 
year, he was a little shocked and 
didn’t wrestle like himself.

“He is wrestling well again 
right now. He has the right men-
tality, and that has shown in close 
matches.”

Hauserman, who finished third 
and fourth in respective trips 
to the state tournament, has an 
unblemished 18-0 mark heading 
to Hershey. He has dealt with the 
complexities of being the No. 1 
seed in his weight all season. 

“I know that I always have a 
target on my back when you’re 
the one seed,” Hauserman said. 
“They will come at me because 
it’s a big moment for them too. I 
have to keep a good position and 
wrestle every match like I know 
I can. I think I’ve been doing that 
so far.”

Ziegler, a freshman who will 
be making his first trip to states, 
plans on enjoying the moment as 
he works toward the big prize.

“This feels amazing,” said 
Ziegler. “It has been such  great 
year, and I feel good where I am 
at. 

“I am one step close to win-
ning a state title.”

COURTESY OF GENE SCHAEDEL

The South Hunterdon girls basketball team defeated Delaware Valley 47-41 to capture the Skyland 
Conference Silver Division title. 

Faith, CR North wrestlers stand 
atop podium at Super Regionals

Alderfer, Hauserman lead list of state qualifiers 

Wrestling

Robinson recalled the endur-
ing rigors over the past four 
years.

“Winning the sectional title 
was a huge deal to not only our 
team but to the seniors especial-
ly,” said Robinson, who missed 
all of last season with an ankle 
injury. “During our freshman 
year, we had four total wins and 
all of us freshman played a lot, 
most of us even started. Going 
from only winning four games 
an entire season to winning 
the sectional title felt amazing 
because we grew as players 
and we now have something to 
prove it. 

“I couldn’t be more proud 
of this team because we had so 
many obstacles against us. We 
had started off with a shortened 
season, and we had a two-week 
quarantine, which gave us even 
less games. We then came out of 
quarantine with a very ugly loss 
to this team (53-34). I think that 
was the start of our motivation.”

Fellow senior Yurelis DeJesus, 
one of the first players off the 
bench, also recalled their former 
plight.

“Winning the sectional title 
was everything to the whole 
team,” she said. “We seniors 

really progressed from winning 
only four to seven games my 
freshman and sophomore year 
to being No. 1. It was all a huge 
jump. 

“It was a bit scary coming 
back for me since I did take a 
year off, but it all worked out 
and it was like I never left. It’s 
a bittersweet moment, and I am 
grateful that we got to all play 
together.”

Schaedel credited sophomore 
Eve Durkee-Neumann, who had 
a stellar defensive game holding 
Delaware Valley leading scorer 
Carol Anne Bredeson to five 
points, more than a few points 
shy of her nearly 14 points per 
game average. Durkee-Neumann 
was named to the all-tournament 
team.

He also saw the seven-game 
win streak – that ended the 

following day with a win over 
Belvidere in their season finale – 
as a true character test.

“We managed to win the rub-
ber match with them (Delaware 
Valley),” he said. “We made a 
big run against Dunellen to pull 
out a big win. Even though we 
got crushed by Bound Brook, 
we were a different team.

“We took a big step up from 
last year. We then had a big, 
one-point road win at Belvidere. 
Both teams played really well, 
but it gave our kids a lot of con-
fidence for a big finish.”

South Hunterdon girls basketball

“What I like about Drew is that 
he is a team guy,” McCarron said.  
“It’s not about him ... ever. Drew is 
best when he has other aspects of 
his game going.”

“Everything around scoring 
improves scoring,” Zalescik added.  
“It starts with the little things.  
Rebounding, blocking shots and 
playing solid defense translates into 
transition which translates into scor-
ing which translates into our team 
winning.”  

This Feb. 24, Zalescik personally 
outscored Belvidere 38-34 in a 
77-34 Eagle rout. Five days later, 
Zalescik tallied a new career-best 
43 points while breaking the 
1,000-point plateau against Man-
ville. 

“I’ve grown mentally,” Zalescik 
feels. “Last season, I was boxed 
and oned the last two games of the 
season. I had never had that experi-
ence, and I was exhausted. I didn’t 
know how to respond. This year, 
I mentally prepared and trained 
myself for that.”

“Teams are face guarding him, 
focusing on him, running multiple 
guys at him and he is still finding a 
way to do it,” McCarron explained.  
“He has always done it but now he 
is getting other people involved, 
which takes the pressure off of him-
self. Most scoring in the early part 
of games isn’t from forced shots.  
It comes from putbacks, steals and 
other aspects of the game.”

Zalescik showed an uncanny 

ability of getting to the foul line this 
winter. He sank more foul shots this 
season than last season, and in half 
the number of games.

“He is scoring from all three 
levels: around the basket, mid-
range and 3s,” McCarron observed. 
“He is going to the basket a lot 
this year and getting rebounds and 
putbacks.”

“The key thing was my physical-
ity and getting to the rim,” Zalescik 
echoed. “In years past, I’d usually 
sit on the perimeter or take mid-
range jumpers. This year, I grew to 
6-foot-2 so I’m now challenging 
opponents more at the rim. I’m 
getting a lot of and-ones and I’ve 
been practicing free throws.”  

South Hunterdon (4-8) closed 
2021 by finishing fourth in the 
Skyland Conference tournament.  
Zalescik’s career will continue at 
the Merchant Marine Academy. He 
heads to Long Island in early July 
for Indocs.

“My family and I have always 
been interested in the military and 
it was always a goal of mine to go 
to a military academy,” Zalescik 
explained. “What solidified the 
decision were the resources and 
opportunities there. I don’t want to 
stay in one skill set or at one skill 
level. It’s important to have an envi-
ronment that will help me improve 
year by year and grow as a player 
and a person off the court.”

Zalescik elevated his game from 
“very good” to “elite” this season.  
He certainly did not stay at one skill 
level.

Continued from page B1

COURTESY OF ANDREW ZALESCIK

South Hunterdon’s Drew Zalescik puts up a shot during his team’s 
61-58 March 1 victory over Manville. 

COURTESY OF ANDREW ZALESCIK

Drew Zalescik on the free-throw line.

Continued from page B1

Zalescik hits milestone 
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Since 1981, Greenleaf Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, has provided the community 
with the highest-quality nursing and rehabilitation.  With 130 licensed beds, our staff is dedicated 

to enriching the lives of our senior residents and their families.  
•Long-Term Care
•Skilled Nursing Care
•Hospice and Respite Care
•Rehabilitation Care
•Vascular/Wound Care

•Pulmonary Care with  
       Tracheostomy Services
•Cardiac Care
•IV Therapy
•Dialysis Care

LET OUR FAMILY 
TAKE CARE OF 

YOURS!

400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901

PHONE: (215) 348-2980
FAX: (215) 348-0128

Our Services 
include, but are 

not limited to:

For more information or to schedule a personal tour, please contact our Admissions 
Department at 215.348.2980 ext.203 or visit us online at www.greenleafnh.com

We Deliver. 

Visit BucksCountyHerald.com
or call 215-794-1096

On Thursdays and by mail.

Mary Jane Souder

Julia Flood served early 
notice that she would be a 
force to be reckoned with in 
cross country. As a freshman, 
the Central Bucks West senior 
finished fourth out of 370 run-
ners, and she’s done nothing 
but get better since then.

When it came time to choose 
a college, Flood chose the 
University of Hartford from a 
final list that included Temple, 
Duquesne and La Salle. She 
will compete in both track and 
cross country.

“I always envisioned myself 
running in college, but it really 
started my sophomore year,” 
Flood said. “I saw a bunch of 
people running in college, and I 
thought that was interesting, and 
it was something I wanted to do.

“I really liked the coaches 
at Hartford – they were really 
welcoming, and I felt like I 
was really wanted there. That 
was one of the major factors.”

Flood was one of nine Cen-
tral Bucks West senior recog-
nized on Feb. 17. Luke Shank, 
Jayden Morris and James Lutz 
will play soccer at the colle-
giate level.

Shank will attend Holy Fam-
ily University but also consid-
ered Bloomsburg, Moravian 
and DeSales. 

“I really liked the campus 
and everything they had to of-
fer,” Shank said. “The current 
players really welcomed me, 
sent me messages on social 
media, and the coaches were 
just really nice.

“I’ve always wanted to play 
in college. I started to drift 
away, but junior year I start-
ed progressing, getting more 
looks. That’s when I realized it 
was something I could do.”

Lutz and Morris will be 
teammates at Elizabethtown 
College. Lutz, who will major 

in business, also considered 
Catholic University, Muhlen-
berg and Scranton.

“Ever since probably sev-
enth grade, I knew I wanted 
to play in college,” Lutz said. 
“Honestly, Elizabethtown was 
one of the only schools I got 
to visit. I went up and I really 
liked it. I thought it was the 
best choice for me.”

Morris was looking for 
schools with strong business 
and marketing programs with 
good internships. 

“That’s why I ultimately 
decided on Elizabethtown,” 
said Morris, who also consid-
ered Moravian, Ursinus and 
Muhlenberg. “I also knew the 
coach because he recruited 
my brother. We’ve had some 
family go there. It felt like the 
right choice.

“When I was younger play-
ing on club teams, it was my 

goal to get to the next level, 
and I’m glad I was able to 
achieve that.”

Jackson Spradlin and Cole 
Young will continue their 
football careers at Shippens-
burg University and Ursinus 
College, respectively.

Spradlin, who will major 
in business management, also 
considered PSAC rivals Mill-
ersville and Kutztown.

“I felt most at home, I felt 
most comfortable at Shippens-
burg, and the education and 
football program are excel-
lent,” Spradlin said. “Since 
seventh grade, I always knew 
I wanted football to hopefully 
pay for my education. Through 
high school, I worked really 
hard and got a lot better at it.”

Young, who plans to major 
in exercise and sports physiol-
ogy, dreamed of playing in the 
NFL as a youngster.

“College football was never 
a doubt in my mind,” said 
Young, who also considered 
West Chester and Shippens-
burg. “The deciding factor 
with Ursinus was the coaching. 
I’ve gone to Coach (Steve) 
Devlin’s camps when he was 
coaching at Wood. I got to 
know him really well through 
the years, and it just felt like 
family there.”

Roman Berretta and Jeremy 
Tuz have committed to play col-
legiate baseball. Tuz has chosen 
Lebanon Valley College where 
he will major in biology.

“They have a really good 
after undergrad program,” 
said Tuz, who also considered 
Delaware Valley and Ithaca. 
“I think 100% of their bio 
grads from last year either had 
graduate school lined up or job 
lined up right after college. 

“I think I was on the track 

(to play college baseball) 
without knowing I was on the 
track. When it came time to 
make a decision about whether 
or not I would pursue it, I was 
all in on it.”

Berretta, who plans to major 
in computer science, chose 
Albright from a final list 
that included Cairn, Eastern, 
Chestnut Hill and Gwynedd 
Mercy. He chose Albright 
because of his connection with 
the coaches.

“I’ve been talking with 
them the longest out of all the 
schools,” Berretta said. “They 
seemed to really put the team 
emphasis first. They were very 
diligent in keeping in touch 
with me, and they really just 
have a great family atmosphere 
at the school.

“I’ve wanted to pursue 
college baseball since eighth 
grade. I was coming off a 
shoulder injury, and it just mo-
tivated me to want to get better 
and play more. It just really 
showed my love for the game.”

Claire Engebreth will con-
tinue her field hockey career 
at The College of New Jersey 
where she will major in com-
puter science. Playing colle-
giate hockey has been a goal 
since she entered high school.

“I was also doing some track 
and performing arts and choir, 
so I had to make a decision,” 
said Engebreth, who also 
considered Stevens Institute 
of Technology and Ursinus. “I 
decided that field hockey was 
my true passion.

“The coaching staff at The 
College of New Jersey is abso-
lutely amazing. Hearing them 
speak so passionately is abso-
lutely amazing. Alongside the 
very competitive field hockey 
program, they also have strong 
academics, strong core prin-
ciples. It was unquestionable 
where I should go.”

CB West seniors take talents to collegiate level

MARY JANE SOUDER 

At CB West’s college commitment recognition ceremony are seniors, from left, front row, Julia Flood, 
Jackson Spradlin, Luke Shank, Claire Engebreth; back row, Jeremy Tuz, Roman Berretta, Jayden Mor-
ris, James Lutz and Cole Young. 

It might have all been differ-
ent if not for COVID. 

Yasir Thomas’ quest for a 
pro-football career had to take 
a timeout over the past year 
because of the COVID crisis. 
But now, thanks to his determi-
nation and work ethic, and the 
coaching of St. Luke’s Fitness 
& Sports Performance team, the 
22-year-old former Lafayette 
College standout’s playbook 
includes invitations to NFL 
combine workouts that could get 
him the exposure he needs to 
play at a professional level. 

On March 9, the 6-foot, 
210-pound Thomas was in 
Indianapolis, Ind., to show his 

abilities in front of NFL/CFL 
scouts at the Pro-Day workout, 
which could edge him closer 
to the goal he has chased since 
graduating from Lafayette last 
May. He’s waiting to hear about 
invitations to Temple Univer-
sity and Villanova University 
Pro-Days later this month and 
keeping his sights on other 
opportunities to make a profes-
sional football squad. 

“The NFL, CFL, Mexico or 
overseas. I just want to play in 
the big league,” Thomas said. 

St. Luke’s coaches help train 
athletes of all ages and skills 
levels and also have the exper-
tise and experience to prepare 

professional athletes for com-
bine event workouts, said Mike 
Cerimele, St. Luke’s community 
ambassador fo sports medicine 
and sorts performance specialist, 
who has built the program over 
the past 17 years.

“We have the top-notch facili-
ties, equipment and experienced 
staff to train promising athletes 
for the intense combine events,” 
said Cerimele. “We’re providing 
a service to help players like 
Yasir reach for their goals.” 

Since the start of 2021, 
Thomas has been working out 
at St. Luke’s Fitness & Sports 
Performance Center – Union 
Boulevard under the supervi-
sion of Cerimele, Matt Hoover 
and Imad Azar. Four days a 
week, they work him on speed, 
strength and conditioning, 
honing the skills and techniques 
he used to excel as a defensive 
back at Lafayette. One day a 
week, he backs off the explo-
sive, max-level training and 
does yoga and other restorative 
exercises to help his body rest. 

Azar calls Thomas’ football 
prowess, “exceptional,” adding, 
“He’s made our job easy.” 

“I love working with these 
guys,” Thomas says of his St. 
Luke’s team. He trained alone 
after graduation, last year, so 
“we’re helping finetune him,” 
said Hoover.

They spent the past 10 weeks 
breaking down each combine 
event and implementing a strict 
speed and strength training reg-
imen, which has translated into 
his increased strength and power 
performance. 

“It’s all about technique and 
being relaxed on the field,” 
added Thomas, who nods to 
Malcolm Jenkins, Jamal Adams 
and Jabrill Peppers as his NFL 
safety role models.  

“Yasir was in peak form last 
year, but then COVD hit,” ex-
plained Cerimele. “Now we’re 
dusting him off so he can peak 
at the right time. He’s a great 
learner.” 

Thomas says he’s ready for 
the rigors of the combines and 
hopefully the demands of the 
NFL. 

His coaches agree that he has 
the talent and heart and has put 
in the time and training. 

“He listens, processes and 
applies what he learns here,” 
said Hoover. “We love working 
with athletes who are coachable, 
like Yasir.” 

Yasir Thomas and St. Luke’s combine preparation team, from left, 
Mike Cerimele, Matt Hoover and Imad Azar, utilize video footage 
to analyze technique on Thomas’ 40-yard sprint. 

Lafayette football star prepping 
at St. Luke’s for NFL combine tests
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DONATE TODAY
HELP US PRODUCE THIS FILM
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The Cartwheel 
The Prelude 
The Raven 
January’s 
Karla's,  Odette's
New Hope Lodge
and many more.

NEW HOPE CELEBRATES

Contact Daniel Brooks, Program Director

dbrooks@newhopecelebrates.com

In association with ScullyOne Productions & Bob Krist

Join Our Magnificent Seven!

Featuring 
unforgettable 
people and places

The Cartwheel 
The Prelude 
The Raven 
January’s 
Karla's,  Odette's
New Hope Lodge
and many more.

Featuring 
unforgettable 
people and places

NHC PO Box 266, New Hope, Pa. 18938 newhopecelebrates.com/donations

The Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia’s Office of Catholic Educa-
tion will host a virtual career fair 
for educators interested in teach-
ing pre-K3 through eighth grade 
for the 2021-2022 academic year 
on Friday, March 19.

Subject areas include religion, 
math, science, social studies, 
STEM, English language arts, 
foreign language, music, art and 
physical education.

Interested candidates must 
possess a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited college or univer-
sity. Pennsylvania certification 
is desired. Clear criminal back-
ground and child abuse history 
checks are required in addition 
to Archdiocesan Safe Environ-

ment Training.  
Submit resumes to Jeanne Ste-

itz, administrative assistant to 
the assistant superintendents for 
elementary education at jsteitz@
archphila.org and include “Ca-
reer Fair” in the subject line by 
Tuesday, March 16. 

A link to participate in the vir-
tual career fair will be provided 
once registration is received. 
The next virtual career fair will 
be held on Friday, April 16. 

For information about current 
open positions for administra-
tors, teachers, and support staff 
for parish and regional elemen-
tary schools in the five-county 
region, visit https://aopcatholic-
schools.org/about/careers/.

Archdiocese of Philadelphia hosts 
virtual career fair for educators

Donna V. Holmes

Open for face to face and online 
learning since the beginning of the 
school year (Aug. 31), Palisades stu-
dents, families, and staff have been 
working diligently to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19 in the commu-
nity, to keep schools open and allow 
face to face and online programs (K-
12) to flourish for the nearly 1,500 
students enrolled.

Limiting the number of positive 
cases among students and staff has 
been in no small part because of the 
commitment of the school board, ad-
ministration, faculty, staff, students 
and parents. The development of a 
Health and Safety Plan, which was 
board approved in July, is the foun-
dation for Palisades’ success. Regular 
communication about any positive 
cases in the district, reminders about 
hand washing, mask wearing and so-
cial distancing, as well as resources 
for testing, vaccines and improving 
mental health are consistently distrib-
uted across the district. 

Academics during the COVID 

pandemic is just the beginning of 
the Palisades story. Beginning in the 
fall, with the onset of the fall sports 
season, student-athletes have com-
peted in PIAA sanctioned athletics 
programs as part of the Colonial 
League and District 11. Sports teams 
continue past the winter months with 
postseason meets for wrestlers and 
postseason games for both girls and 
boys basketball teams. 

The high school’s marching band 
performed at games in the fall and 
went on to compete in local Virtual 
Marching Band Competitions hosted 
by Cavalcade of Bands and National-
ly through the University of Central 
Missouri.

 Throughout the school year, mid-
dle school and high school students 
also participated in theatrical, as well 
as instrumental and vocal musical on-
line performances which are aired for 
parents, guardians and other commu-
nity supporters. 

Heading into the spring, Palisades 
sports will continue with baseball, 
softball, soccer and track.

And that is again, just part of the 

story. Palisades’ nationally recog-
nized cybersonics robotics team 
will take to the world’s stage this 
year, competing virtually in a new 
platform with newly devised bench-
marks for achievement with teams 
across the globe. 

Organizations like the high 
school’s debate team and Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) participants have also tasted 
success so far this year.

Educators, coaches, and other vol-
unteers in the district are all creatively 
finding ways to engage and excite 
students. From online workouts for 
the field hockey team in the stadium, 
to volunteering in distributing meals 
to the community with the help of the 
Palisades Community Foundation, to 
the online cooking and crafting ac-
tivities for elementary students, the 
district and school community mem-
bers are creating ways for students to 
remain connected to learning in and 
out of the classroom. 

Donna V. Holmes is the director 
of community relations and develop-
ment for Palisades School District.

Even during pandemic, students 
flourish in clubs, activities at Palisades

Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 
31 – Feb. 6) is an annual celebra-
tion of Catholic education across 
the United States.  

The National Catholic Educa-
tion Association (NCEA) dubbed 
this year’s theme as “Catholic 
Schools: Faith. Excellence. Ser-
vice.” Catholic schools have a 
specific purpose to form students 
to be good citizens of the world, 
love God and neighbor and en-
rich society with the leaven of the 
gospel and by example of faith.  

Although different this year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and lots of snow, the week at St. 
Isidore was filled with school-
wide events that help students 
reflect on the uniqueness of Cath-
olic schools.  

St. Isidore School decided to 

serve local community and busi-
nesses this year with proceeds 
from a coin drive, “Coins for 
Coffee.” Families collected their 
coins, checked their piggy banks, 
searched their homes, under their 
couch cushions, earned their own 
and raised over $2,000. The pro-
ceeds were used to purchase cof-
fee and goodies for local essential 
workers including Quakertown 
and Richland Township police 
stations, Quakertown and Rich-
landtown post offices, Phoebe 
Richland, Independence Court 
and Fire Station No. 1. 

In addition, St. Isidore teachers 
and staff wanted to recognize the 
hard work of their fellow local 
educators, so they treated the staff 
of nearby Quakertown Elementa-
ry School. 

St. Isidore thanks
essential workers

Members of the St. Isidore School community drop off goodies to 
the staff of Phoebe Richland. 

A St. Isidore student delivers  a message of thanks to mem-
bers of the Richland Township Police Department.

Students at St. Isidore deliver goodies as a 
show of thanks to members of the Richland-
town Post Office. 

A St. Isidore student delivers messages of thanks to a member of the 
Quakertown Police Department. 

Students thank members of the Quakertown Post Office for their service. 
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The days of the plaster and fiber-
glass casts for immobilizing injured 
or broken limbs may soon be over, 
like rotary phones and party lines. 
With the introduction of 3D-print-
ed, durable plastic casts by Acti-
vArmor, of Colorado, many of the 
inconveniences of traditional casts 
could become history, replaced by 
a range of benefits. 

ActivArmor is a custom-made 
device that form-fits the anato-
my: hands, wrists, arms and lower 
limbs. St. Luke’s University Health 
Network is the first health care or-
ganization in Pennsylvania to offer 
this innovative option, possibly ren-
dering traditional casts obsolete in 
time. 

Dr. Kristofer Matullo, St. 
Luke’s board-certified orthopedic 
surgeon who specializes in disor-
ders of the hand and wrist, will 
debut the ActivArmor product in 
early March in the region. He’s 
impressed with its construction 
and benefits for patients.

“This device is really going to 
improve patient comfort, conve-
nience and quality of life,” said 
the network’s chief of the divi-
sion of hand surgery. “It is lighter 
in weight, easier to maintain and 
offers the wearer the convenience 
of being able to scratch an itch 
through the lattice-like openings 
in the cast.” 

To make the cast, a 3D scan is 

made of the affected appendage, 
then the image is sent to ActivAr-
mor using proprietary software. 
The printer creates two, “clam-
shell-like” halves of the cast, 
which are then fitted onto the pa-
tient’s affected body part. It can be 
locked on like a cast or removed 
like a splint to allow swelling of 
an injured area to subside.

The ActivArmor product comes 
in a variety of colors. Because of 
its lattice-like spaces, wound care, 
treatment with advanced healing 
technologies, cleaning of the skin 
or sanitizing the device to remove 
pathogens like the coronavirus all 
can be done while the cast is be-

ing worn.
The 3D cast can get wet and 

wearing it doesn’t impinge on 
many activities of an active life-
style, including sports. The plas-
tic is recyclable and 100 perent 
biocompatible, said Megan Au-
gustine, network director of St. 
Luke’s Simulation Center, who 
researched and spearheaded the 
introduction of ActivArmor to St. 
Luke’s orthopedics department. 
She calls it “a perfect match for 
improving the overall quality of 
care for our patients here at St. 
Luke’s.” It will be available to or-
thopedic patients throughout the 
St. Luke’s network. 

St. Luke’s to offer 3D-printed casts

Type One Parent Project (TOPP 
Foundation) will once again be pro-
viding need-based camp scholar-
ships to Camp Nejeda for children 
and teens living with the daily chal-
lenges of type 1 diabetes (T1D).

Camp Nejeda, located in New-
ton, N.J., is a specialized residential 
diabetes summer camp that pro-
vides 24-hour medical attention and 
offers the opportunity for children 
and teens to experience the joy of 
sleep-away camp with peers who 
share the same medical condition. 
Campers have fun while learning 
self-reliance, self-confidence and 
how to better manage their diabetes. 
Due to COVID-19, Camp Nejeda 
plans to operate camp sessions at 

50% capacity during the 2021 sum-
mer months.

Visit campnejeda.org for more 
information.

The scholarship will help defray 
the cost of camp because TOPP un-
derstands that the medical costs of 
T1D can be daunting, and a special-
ized diabetic camp can be a further 
financial hardship. 

TOPP will be issuing a limited 
number of scholarships to families 
who demonstrate a financial need 
and live in Bucks County, Mont-
gomery County, or Philadelphia 
County. 

The application deadline is April 
30. The application can be found at 
toppfoundation.org.

TOPP opens applications 
for type 1 diabetes camp 

scholarship program

A 3D cast by ActivArmor.

Lenape Valley Foundation 
(LVF) is offering a free virtu-
al workshop called “Helping a 
Struggling Loved One: Access-

ing Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services in Bucks Coun-
ty.” The workshop will take place 
from noon to 1 p.m. on March 24 
via Zoom.

The one-hour lunch and learn 
session will address situations when 
one feels that something is just “not 
right” with a loved one. They may 
have depression or anxiety; howev-
er, family and friends don’t know 
where to start. This session will of-
fer insight on how to identify when 

mental illness or substance use may 
be present and how to access treat-
ment and other support.

The workshop will be led by 
Nicole Wolf, M. Ed, director of 
training and education at Lenape 
Valley Foundation and Ana Ro-
sado, LSW, CAADC, clinical 
director at Bucks County Drug & 
Alcohol Commission, Inc.

The workshop is free, but reg-
istration is required to receive the 
Zoom link and information. 

Foundation to hold workshop 
on helping struggling loved ones

Uninsured Pennsylvanians 
can act now and enroll in 
2021 coverage during Pennie’s 
COVID-19 Enrollment Period.

Pennie, Pennsylvania’s state-
based health insurance market-
place, is provides individuals 
across the Commonwealth ad-
ditional time to enroll in health 
insurance to protect them and 
their families from the cost of 
the COVID-19 virus.

This enrollment period is 
in-line with President Biden’s 
recent executive order and is 
open for all who have been im-
pacted by COVID-19. Anyone 
otherwise eligible to enroll in 
coverage through Pennie can do 
so from now until May 15. 

“The economic and public 
health implications of the pan-

demic have only strengthened 
the argument that accessible 
and affordable health insurance 
is a necessity. As COVID-19 
has universally impacted Penn-
sylvanians, we felt it was an 
imperative to re-open Pennie, 
allowing the uninsured and the 
underinsured to get coverage 
and access financial assistance 
to help pay for it. To act now, 
go to pennie.com to explore op-
tions and enroll as soon as pos-
sible,” said Pennie’s Executive 
Director Zachary W. Sherman.  

Although this enrollment 
period does apply to Pennie’s 
current customers, they are not 
obligated to change their plans. 
If customers are satisfied with 
their current 2021 coverage, no 
action is necessary.

Pennie customers enrolling 
through the COVID-19 enroll-
ment period will have cover-
age beginning the first of the 
following month. For example, 
if a customer enrolls on Feb, 
28, their coverage will start on 
March 1. However, if a cus-
tomer enrolls on March 1, their 
coverage will start on April 1.

Customers are strongly en-
couraged to enroll as early in 
the month as possible to ensure 
timely processing. The latest 
effective date associated with 
this enrollment period will be 
July 1.

Pennie health insurance marketplace 
opens COVID-19 enrollment period

Philabundance, a hunger relief 
organization in Greater Philadelphia 
working to end hunger, has received 
a donation of $100,000 from Gate-
way Health Plan Inc. (Gateway 
Health), a managed care organiza-
tion dedicated to caring for the “total 
health” of its members, to be used 
to purchase Ensure Nutrition Drinks 
for senior citizens in need across 
Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

The donation is part of a larg-
er community commitment from 
Gateway Health. Recently, Gate-
way Health committed millions of 
dollars to local organizations across 
Pennsylvania to support nonprofit 
organizations, community partners 

and Social Determinants of Health 
(SDoH) programs. 

Since COVID-19 began impact-
ing the Greater Philadelphia area, 
Philabundance has seen up to a 60% 
increase in need, with 40% of its cur-
rent clients accessing the charitable 
food network for the first time. To 
help fight senior hunger during the 
winter months, the Ensure Nutrition 
Drinks purchased through Gateway 
Health’s gift will be available to 
Pennsylvania-based Philabundance 
partner agencies including senior 
centers, food pantries, community 
centers and more. 

For information, visit philabun-
dance.org.

Gateway Health “Ensures” 
fight against senior hunger 

through $100K donation

Sunday - 16 oz 
PRIME RIB DINNER

Monday - MEATLOAF
DINNER/SANDWICH

Tuesday - 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

Wednesday - 
“ALL YOU CAN EAT WINGS

Thursday - 
BURGER NIGHT

Candlewyck
Bar & Grill
Rte 413 & 202 

Buckingham, PA
215.794.8233

DAILY 
SPECIALS
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CALLING CARDS...

Advertise your business in the Bucks County Herald’s

CALLING CARD
Price includes color and a hyperlink 
to your website in the online edition.

Call Ken Ritter for more information
215-794-1097  •  ken@buckscountyherald.com

$25 PER 
WEEK!

For information 
call: 215-794-1096

email: advertising@buckscountyherald.com

Restoration

Custom Builder

New Hope Building
Dan Spirer

215.432.1080
PA Reg.#PA024184

CALL 610-847-2720 
215-945-4769 PA #029212

Doors • Windows  
Drywall • Tile  

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling & Repairs 

Dryer Vents • Plumbing 
Deck & Shed Repairs 

General Carpentry 
& Masonry 

Rain Gutters 
Siding & Roofing 
Fence Repairs & 

Installation

Home Repair Service & General Contracting
“For Everything Your Little Home Desires”

Pete’s

FARNACK 
CONSTRUCTION
Specializing in decks, roofing, tile 
work, indoor/outdoor painting and 

all your construction needs

Free Estimates

610-657-6792
Insured Greg 

Farnack 
Owner

EDWARDSON
BUILDERS/CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS

PETER EDwARDSON

215.510.6735
20 W. Mechanic Street

New Hope, Pa 18938
peter@edwardsonconstruction.com

www.edwardsonconstruction.com

JEWELRY - GOLD - SILVER
COSTUME - COINS - DOLLS
ANTIQUES - ALL ESTATES

CASH FOR

610-346-8535

CLEARFIXCLEARFIXCLEARFIX
Mobile LLC

SCREEN & WINDOW REPAIR 
& RESTORATION SERVICE

P.O. Box 1478 Doylestown, PA 18901

GEORGE J. MILLER
Owner

215-340-9770
PAOAGHIC: 4475

WWW.CLEARFIXMOBILE.COM

Arts
Monthly art series from River House 
at Odette’s, celebrates local artists, first 
exhibition is 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. on March 16 
with Pearl Mintzer, a pioneer in computer 
graphics and digital art. Visit riverhouse-
newhope.com/happenings/new-hope-art-
ist-series or call 215-682-2022 for details.

Fairs
Spring Craft Fair at Quakertown Farm-
ers Market, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 20 
and 21. Located in the North Lot, features 
local artists with handmade items. Visit 
quakertownfarmersmkt.com for details 
or call 215-536-4115.

Festivals
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at Alba 
Vineyards, three seatings: noon, 2 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. March 13, 14, 20, 21. Includes 
one wine flight and one charcuterie, ad-
vance registration required, for more 
information call 908-995-7800 or email 
wine@albavineyard.com.

Games/Sports
“Lucky Charms” Bingo hosted by 
FACT Bucks County at 7 p.m. on March 
11. Enjoy Bingo, trivia, and other excit-
ing games. Prizes awarded, special guest 
appearances. For tickets and details visit 
factbuckscounty.org/upcoming-events.

Lectures/Seminars
At-Home Anthro LIVE from Penn Mu-
seum at 1 p.m. March 16. 30-minute vir-
tual sessions are aimed at ages 5 to 12 and 
explore themes relating to the Hindu cel-
ebration Holi, including Mehendi (henna 
tattoos) and the use of colorful powders. 
Sessions are free, visit penn.museum/cal-
endar to register.
“Holi, Triumph, and Colors,” 4  p.m. to 
4:45 p.m. on March 17, teaches families 
with children ages 5-12 about Hindu de-
ities and how to make organic colors for 
their own Holi celebration. Presented by 
PennMuseum, visit penn.museum/calen-

dar to register.
Grand Homes & Gardens Distin-
guished Speakers Series, hosted by 
Morven Museum and Garden. Join the 
armchair travel series with “The Woman 
of the House” as this year’s theme. Pro-
grams are all virtual, 6:30 p.m. March 11, 
March 16 and March 23. Visit morven.
org/grand-homes-gardens or call 609-
924-8144 for details.
Symbols from within, and symbols 
from without: The Celtic Revival and 
the Harlem Renaissance, a virtual lecture 
by Tara Guissin-Stubbs of Oxford Uni-
versity. 4:30 p.m. on March 19. Free, no 
registration required. For more informa-
tion and Zoom link visit arts.princeton.
edu/events.
Special needs trusts and planning with 
Law office of Richard L. Newman, 6 to 
7 p.m. on March 23. Know all of your 
options when planning for the future of 
your loved one with disabilities. Email 
michele@newmanelderlaw.com
for a link to join. 

Movies
ACME Screening Room, virtual screen-
ings. Visit acmescreeningroom.org.
ACME Film Club, watch the film on 
your schedule and join the Zoom meeting 
each week. “All That Heaven Allows” 
and “Far From Heaven,” 6:30 to 7:45 
p.m. March 11. Films are free. Register: 
acmescreeningroom.org.
County Theater, Doylestown, marks 
Black History Month with special films 
via virtual screenings. Information: 
CountyTheater.org.

Museums
Eastern State Penitentiary Historic 
Site reopening March 12. Site will be 
open for tours Wednesday through Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tours include 
new offerings to explore, timed tickets 
must be purchased online in advance at 
easternstate.org.

Historic Nazareth walking tours, 
hosted by Moravian Historical Society, 
resume at 4 p.m. on March 13, every sec-
ond Saturday from March through Sep-
tember. Tours last 45 minutes to 1 hour, 
more info at moravianhistory.org/walk-
ing-tour or call 610-759-5070.
Virtual tours of Fonthill Castle and 
Central Court at the Mercer Museum, 
45-minute virtual experiences feature 
a 30-minute recorded guided journey 
followed by a live Q&A conversation 
with experienced tour guides. Tours run 
through March and April, various dates 
and times, visit mercermuseum.org/virtu-
alprograms for details.
Colonial farm experience with the Mer-
cer Museum, virtual presentation for fam-
ilies to explore the daily life of colonial 
farmers. 1 to 2 p.m. on March 12, April 
23. Advance registration required, visit 
mercermuseum.org/virtualprograms.
Meet the Makers: Batering in Colo-
nial Times, a virtual presentation from 
the Mercer Museum, 1 to 2 p.m. March 
19, April 16. Join a Colonial shoemaker 
and the owner of a general store and learn 
how people in early America bartered for 
the household objects they needed to sur-
vive. Visit mercermuseum.org/virtualpro-
grams for info.

Music & More
Ulysses Quartet, through March 26, part 
of the Zoellner Arts Center at Lehigh Uni-
versity’s “On Stage at Home” series. Infor-
mation: zoellnerartscenter.org, inzactix@
lehigh.edu or 610-758-2787 x0. 
Sellersville Theater, live events with lim-
ited in-person seating and livestream op-
tions. Tickets and information: st94.com.
Sourland Mountain Happy Hours, 
hosted by the Sourland Conservancy,  
held via Zoom from 6 to 7 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month, March 4 
through June 3. Local artist performanc-
es, bespoke cocktail and other happy 
hour deals. Ticket holders will receive a 

link via email, proceeds benefit the mu-
sicians and the conservancy. Information 
and tickets: sourland.org.
George Street Playhouse opens 2021 
streaming season with Theresa Rebeck’s 
“Bad Dates,” available through March 14. 
“A hopeful tale of dates gone wrong and 
looking for Mr. Right.” Tickets can be pur-
chased at georgestreetplayhouse.org.
Irish Coffee House Concert with “Un-
cle” Gerry Dignan, online event at 7:30 
p.m. on March 15, hosted by Voices Cho-
rale NJ. Performance includes a range of 
music from ballads to fast Irish “mouth 
music.” Register and details on  https://
www.voiceschoralenj.org.
Celtic and roots music virtual concert 
from Perkasie Patchwork Coffeehouse 
featuring Seasons, five siblings who 
play a fusion of the two genres. Live on 
the Coffeehouse YouTube channel from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on March 20, 
link available at perkmenno.net/calen-
dar-of-events.
Town and Country Players announc-
es Signature Series Sundays, featuring 
free Zoom plays. “Backyard Fairytale” 
by Michael John McGoldrick, 1 p.m. 
on March 14; “Cozy Murder” by Judy 
Klass, 1 p.m. on March 21; “Miss Wood-
house Presents” by Kayla Hambek, 1 
p.m. on March 28. Request link via tand-
cplayersonline@gmail.com.

Nature
Saturday morning bird walks at Silver 
Lake Nature Center, offered at 7:30 a.m. 
March through May. Meet outside of the 
SLNC Visitors’ Center at the Welcome 
Kiosk near the parking area. Free, email 
pacutter@buckscounty.org or visit silver-
lakenaturecenter.org for details.
Free guided walk on Silver Lake Na-
ture Center trails, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.  on 
March 21. Leisurely and informative 
walk covering seasonal topics. Meet out-
side of the SLNC Visitors’ Center at the 
kiosk near the parking area. Register by 

visiting silverlakenaturecenter.org or by 
calling 215-785-1177.
Maple sugaring at the Nature Center 
at Washington Crossing State Park, 1 to 
2:30 p.m. March 13, 1:30 to 3 p.m. March 
14. A participatory demonstration in the 
procedures of home maple sugar produc-
tion, advanced registration required, call 
609-737-0609.
“Butterfly Gardening with Native 
Plants” presented by the Washington 
Crossing Audubon Society at 8 p.m. on 
March 15, a free online presentation by 
agronomist Jane Hurwitz. Talk teach-
es how to attract and support butterflies 
with native plants, Email contact.wcas@
gmail.com to register.
Winter birds of the park at Washington 
Crossing State Park, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
on March 21. Walk in search of a variety 
of winter bird species and some early 
spring migrants. Advanced registration 
required, call 609-737-0609.

Sales
Soup sale at Lahaska United Meth-
odist Church from 10 a.m. to noon on 
March 20, many varities available, call 
215-788-4236 for details or visit lahas-
kaumchurch.org.

Support Groups
Virtual Parent & Caregiver Support 
Groups, offered weekly in English and 
Spanish by The Family Support Organi-
zation of Hunterdon, Somerset and War-
ren counties. Information and Zoom link 
at 908-223-1191 or FSO-HSW.org.
Virtual Memory Care Support 
Group for caregivers and families of 
those with dementia and Alzheimer’s, 
noon to 1 p.m., first Thursday of each 
month via Zoom. Facilitated by Bri-
anne Gerhard, provided by Artis Senior 
Living of Yardley. Contact charris@ar-
tismgmt.com or 267-392-5945 for the 
Zoom invite. Attendees are welcome to 
eat lunch during the meeting.

The Deck Restaurant and Bar at 
Bucks County Playhouse, situat-
ed on the Delaware River in New 
Hope, will celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day Weekend (March 12 to 14) 
with traditional Irish fare and drink 
specials for dine in and to go.

Reservations are suggested for 
the holiday weekend by calling the 

restaurant at 267-270-2989 or by 
visiting PlayhouseDeck.com. Pick-
up and delivery to a 10-mile radi-
us from the restaurant is available.  
All the proceeds from The Deck 
Restaurant and Bar support the 
nonprofit mission of Bucks County 
Playhouse.

“We will be celebrating the St. 

Patrick’s Day holiday with Potato 
Pancakes, Shepherd’s Pie, Corned 
Beef & Potatoes, Stuffed Cabbage 
and Nutty Irishman Bread Pud-
ding,” Restaurant Manager Mi-
chael Mandato said. “Our entire 
regular winter seasonal menu will 
also be available for dining or take-
out.” Visit the website for menu 

details.
Drink specials include pints of 

Slyfox Nitro O’Reilly’s Stout, 
Guinness Nitro Cans and a special 
feature cocktail, “Irish Potato Mar-
tini.”

Delivery is available for a fee. 
Contactless curbside pick-up is 
also available. After placing an or-

der on the website, patrons drive to 
Bucks County Playhouse parking 
lot, call or text 267-270-2989, and 
the order is brought to the car.

For information about The Deck 
Restaurant and Bar, visit the web-
site. For information about Bucks 
County Playhouse, visit bucks-
countyplayhouse.org.

Proceeds of St. Patrick’s Day weekend fare at Deck benefit Playhouse
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DINING OUT

DINING IN

CALL 610-847-2720 • 215-945-4769 PA #029212

Fireplace • Woodstove 
Oil Burner • Gas Burners 

Pellet Stoves
Chimney Caps 

Stainless Steel Relinings 
Masonry Repairs & Stucco 

Fire Safety Inspection 
Dryer Vents Cleaned, 

Repaired and Installed 
Complete Chimney Service

Chimney Cleaning & Repair Service
Pete’sPete’s

Season Special 
Chimney, Stucco 
& Masonry RepairGenevieve’s Kitchen

19 E. State Street
Doylestown, PA 18901

267.614.9635

genevieveskitchen.com

Visit Genevieve’s Kitchen 
Outdoor Tent

Take-out available for dinner
Thurs. - Sat. Lunch: 11-2 • Dinner: 5-9 • Sunday Brunch: 11-2

CALL 610-847-2720 • 215-945-4769 PA #029212

Doors • Windows  
Drywall • Tile  

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling & Repairs 

Dryer Vents • Plumbing 
Deck & Shed Repairs 

General Carpentry 
& Masonry 

Rain Gutters 
Siding & Roofing 
Fence Repairs & 

Installation

Pete’s
Home Repair Service & General Contracting
“For Everything Your Little Home Desires” Mention 

this ad for
Savings

Hugh A. Marshall Landscape 
Contractors, Inc
Full-Service Design, Build & Maintenance 

The Hugh A. Marshall Landscape Contractors, 
Inc. team promises to leave your property looking 
wonderful, enhancing both the value of your home 
and your ability to enjoy it!

New Hope • 215-862-2291
www.hughmarshalllandscape.com

Bucks County DA

Charged: Patrick Dando, 35, 
of Elmwood Avenue, Bensalem, 
with felony counts of aggravated 
assault and strangulation, along 
with misdemeanor counts of sim-
ple assault, disorderly conduct, 
receiving stolen property and 
theft by unlawful taking and a 
summary offense of harassment.

He was taken into custody 
March 8, by agents with the U.S. 
Marshals Service and Bucks 
County Detectives. He had been 
on the run since the Friday, 
March 5 attack that resulted in the 
charges.

Dando had been out on bail in 
two domestic violence cases – de-
spite objections from the Bucks 
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice – when he attacked the same 
victim a third time last week, the 
DA’s office said, this time push-
ing her down a flight of concrete 
steps and choking her until she 
blacked out.

Dando was arraigned by Dis-
trict Judge Michael Gallagher and 
was sent to Bucks County Correc-
tional Facility on $250,000 bail.

Doylestown Township
Arrest warrant: issued for 

Tyrell A. Winchester, 33, Feb. 

25, for theft by unlawful taking, 
access device fraud and related 
charges.

Winchester is accused of steal-
ing personal property from a busi-
ness in the 700 block of Edison 
Furlong Road and the subsequent 
use of stolen credit cards.

Anyone with information on 
Winchester’s whereabouts is 
asked to contact the Doylestown 
Township Police Department at 
215-348-4201 or submit a tip to 
Crimewatch.

Newtown Township
Arrested: Keith Johnson, 33, 

of Yardley, Friday, March 5, in 
connection with more than 1,000 
thefts, police said. During his ar-
rest, numerous items were recov-
ered including purses, gift cards 
and other personal property, they 
said. 

Johnson was arrested following 
an investigation by a local law 
enforcement task force into thefts 
that occurred in 2019 and 2020 
throughout Bucks County and 
New Jersey.

Anyone who can provide ad-
ditional information related to 
the thefts is asked to contact the 
Newtown Township Police De-
partment.

PA State Police
Burglary: reported in the 2100 

block of Spinnerstown Road, Mil-
ford Township, at 1:33 p.m. Feb. 
19. 

Troopers from the Pennsylva-
nia State Police Troop M Dublin 
barracks responded and deter-
mined three men who posed as 
a water testing crew entered the 
residence and once inside, entered 
the victim’s bedroom where they 
stole antique coins.

The men then drove off  in a 
white Chevrolet Malibu, bearing 
temporary registration plates and 
traveled north on Spinnerstown 
Road.

Anyone with information re-
garding this incident is asked to 
contact the Pennsylvania State 
Police Dublin Criminal Investiga-
tion Unit at 215-249-9191.

Plumstead
Charged: Christina Bennett, 

31, of Pipersville, March 6, with 
simple assault and harassment 
after police were dispatched to 
a residence in the 5800 block of 
Bradshaw Road for a domestic 
dispute. 

When officers arrived, they 
observed a man with a bloody 
injury to his body as well several 

scratches and fresh abrasions. Of-
ficers also located several broken 
items about the residence and lo-
cated a highly intoxicated wom-
an. Further investigation revealed 
the woman was responsible for 
the man’s injuries, police said.

Bennett was arraigned before 
District Judge Mark Douple who 
set a $25,000 unsecured bail 
and she was released. Bennett is 
awaiting her preliminary hearing.

Richland
Cited: Michael Wayne Hag-

er, 53, of Coopersburg, for retail 
theft, after police were called Feb. 
14 to Walmart, 195 N. West End 
Blvd., where he was detained.

Charged: Jessica Marie Har-
low, 28, of Spinnerstown, with 
retail theft and receiving stolen 
property, Feb. 17, after police re-
sponded to Walmart, 195 N. West 
End Blvd., for a retail theft with 
one female detained. Harlow also 
was wanted on an active warrant.

Retail theft: of Ray Ban and 
Nike glasses, valued at over 
$5,000, Feb. 26, from Vision-
Works, 684 N. West End Blvd., 
by a man who fled the scene.

Charged: Heather Jane Darcy, 
33, of Lansdale, with retail theft 
and receiving stolen property, 
Feb. 8, after she was detained at 
Walmart, 195 N. West End Blvd. 

Cited: Lynn Clark Kalix, 52, of 
Quakertown, for retail theft, after 
he was detained at Walmart, 195 
N. West End Blvd., Feb. 17.

Cited: Brian Edward O’Don-
nell, 64, of Quakertown, for ha-
rassment Feb. 24, after police 
were called to Walmart, 195 N. 
West End Blvd., for the report of 
a customer who pushed a Walmart 
employee.

Warminster
Robbery and shooting: report-

ed in progress, at PCS store, 269 
E. County Line Road, at 3:49 p.m. 
Feb. 25.

Upon arrival, officers found an 
employee with a single gunshot 
wound to the stomach. The em-
ployee stated that two men entered 
the store and began to rob him. 
During the course of the robbery, 
one of the men shot the employee.

Both men then ran out the rear 
of the store and ran east though the 
rear parking lot toward Newtown 
Road to a vehicle. Surrounding 
agencies assisting Warminster Po-
lice checked the surrounding area, 
with negative results.

The injured employee was 
transported to Abington Memorial 
Hospital for treatment.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Warminster Po-
lice at 215-672-1000.

Due to the ongoing gather-
ing restrictions imposed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, The Bach 
Choir of Bethlehem announced 
that it will modify its 2021 
Bethlehem Bach Festival to of-
fer live-streaming concerts and 
events. Audience members – if 
any – will be allowed on a lim-
ited basis according to pandemic 
protocol in May. 

Board President Harold Black 
also announced that Artistic Di-
rector and conductor Greg Funf-
geld has set a new retirement date 
in response to the compromised 
2020-2021 season, which saw re-
strictions that prevented the choir 
from rehearsing and presenting 
concerts.

Conductor Funfgeld will lead 
The Bach Choir and Bach Festi-
val Orchestra through June 2022, 
completing his 39th season. Ex-
ecutive Director Bridget George 

had earlier revised her retirement 
date from December 2020 to June 
2021 and will leave her position 
at that time. Candidates for both 
positions have been identified 
and transition plans will contin-
ue. 

Despite being unable to present 
concerts to a physical audience, 
Funfgeld produced performances 
this season through virtual pro-
gramming, including monthly 
Bach at Noon concerts, weekly 
Moment of Comfort videos, and 
an online Christmas Concert that 
was viewed by people around 
the world. Starting in the fall of 
2021, he will open a new season 
of concerts with plans that in-
clude the full choir and orchestra  
presented to a live audience.  

In his note to Choir members, 
Mr. Funfgeld reflected, “I have 
asked myself the question, ‘What 
is required in this time, in these 

circumstances, so that The Bach 
Choir can have the best possible 
transition to new leadership and 
the brightest future?’ This seems 
to be the best solution going for-
ward. We have a relationship 

built on years of wonderful music 
making and caring for one an-
other. We are a family in many 
ways. I’m grateful for the chal-
lenges and opportunities we have 
now and look to the future with 

great optimism and the highest 
hopes. I can’t wait until we can 
start making music together again 
– in the same room, face to face, 
voices soaring. How glorious that 
will be!”

Bach Choir announces modified festival plans

After COVID-19 caused shut-
downs in March 2020, local 
teens congregated on Lights, 
Camera, Acting!’s  (LCA) on-
line platform to create a stu-
dent-led piece that conveys life 
during quarantine. Actors ex-
pressed themselves through a 
variety of art formats, all from 
their homes.

The piece, titled “The Boring 
20s: A Vaudevillian Tribute,” 
begins as quarantined teens ex-

press what life is like in isolation 
and what they miss from “nor-
mal” times. Next, a day in the 
life of a Zoom student reveals 
the frantic mornings associated 
with online schooling. LCA stu-
dents then perform a situational 
comedy presenting the every-
day characters that appear on a 
Zoom call and the shenanigans 
that ensue. Finally, teens present 
the woes of locating toilet paper, 
wearing masks and assimilating 

to the “new normal.”
“LCA is a place where our stu-

dents can feel safe and be them-
selves,” said Aviva Meyrowitz, 
founder of Lights, Camera, Act-
ing!. “Providing this consistent 
environment in our online plat-
form during these difficult times 
was a natural progression for 
our studio.” 

“The Boring 20s: A Vaudevil-
lian Tribute” is available to view 
in its entirety on YouTube.

Teens create quarantine-inspired 
performance art piece

New Hope author writes children’s fiction book
“The Hide Away: Sillie and 

Wawabird,” a new book by Bel-
kis Finalet, has been released by 
RoseDog Books.

In “The Hide Away,” readers 
find Sillie and Wawabird once 
again inseparable and creative. As 
clouds form in the sky, they scat-

ter to build a hiding place for their 
cat, Boomba, and themselves. 

The adventure begins as they 
hunt for supplies around the 
house. Wawabird finds a rug to 
add color and warmth to their 
hideaway. Sillie questions where 
Wawabird got the rug, but with 

the excitement of building and 
hammering and playing, Wawa-
bird’s wrong doing is forgotten 
… until their parents notice. The 
little girls continue to create while 
learning life lessons along the 
way.

 Finalet has continued the ad-

ventures of Sillie and Wawabird. 
“The Hide Away” is her second 
published book in the series of 
stories developed in the 1990s. 
Each story published has evolved 
to represent her enduring love and 
adventures with her twin sister. 

Finalet emigrated from Cuba 

with her family in 1968. She is 
married and now resides in New 
Hope. A few of her favorite hob-
bies include hiking with her two 
dogs, oil painting, and gardening.

For information, viist dorran-
cepressroom.com or rosedog-
bookstore.com.
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Designer House preparations 
ongoing through winter

On a March day trucks carrying stones arrived at 
Mearns Mill Manor to create a parking area for the 
46th annual Bucks County Designer House & Gardens. 

John Haines, owner of the H&K group donated the 
material from local quarries, manpower and equip-
ment for installation of the parking lot. Frank DiMola 
and his son Nick supplied the trucking for Heritage 
Conservancy. The equipment operators were Super-
intent Eric Stull and dozer operator Tim Keiser.

The 1870s mansion is located at 545 Alms-
house Road in Ivyland, and it is owned 
by the Heritage Conservancy.

Mearns Mill Manor will be open for tours daily from 
May 2 to May 30. Admission to the house will be by 
timed tickets purchased in advance. Social distancing 
and COVID-19 screening protocols will be in place.

Herald Photographs

Mearns Mill Manor, the 2021 Bucks County Designer House.

Laying the base for the stone. 

Nick DiMola.

(Right) Frank DiMola from DiMola and Sons.  

Eric Stull and Jeff Lukens from Heritage Conservancy, owner of the property. Tim  Keiser bulldozer operator.
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Dining

What if you could have one of 
the area’s most prominent chefs 
guide you through the creation 
of brunch for six from the com-
fort of your own kitchen while 
also helping a good cause?

That’s exactly what 75 par-
ticipants did last weekend as a 
fundraiser for the Bucks County 
Women’s Advocacy Coalition’s 
“Come to the Table” Virtual 
Brunch.

Leading the Zoom class from 
his Bucks County home was 
chef Max Hansen. Also partic-
ipating in the event was Bucks 
County Commissioner Diane El-
lis-Marseglia. All proceeds ben-
efit the women’s coalition.

Participants received their in-
formation packets in advance, 
which included “Ode to Women” 
drink recipes from the Yardley 
Inn and from one of the Canal 
House Cooking books authored 
by chefs Melissa Hamilton and 
Christopher Hirsheimer. They 
were encouraged to make one 
of the drinks to sip during the 

program, and to make the dishes 
at home while Hansen appeared 
live onscreen.

After Hansen shared his reci-
pes for an elegant brunch featur-
ing smoked salmon, Marseglia 
offered her own “recipes” for a 
better Bucks County including 
tackling mental health issues 
and environmental concerns. She 
also talked about the county’s 
“Help Hub” for “one-stop shop-
ping” for service departments. 
For information through the Hub 
call 215-348-6201, or send an 
email to TheHub@buckscounty.
org.

The event also was to celebrate 
International Women’s Day on 
Mrach 8. March is Women’s 
History Month. 

For more information on the 
women’s coalition see the web-
site bcwac.org.

This is one of Hansen’s recipes 
he shared for the virtual brunch; 
it’s perfect for those who like 
their eggs soft and pillowy. Oth-
er salmon recipes were for salm-

on napoleons and “everything” 
bagels.

Slow-Scrambled Eggs 
with Smoked Salmon, 
Scallions and Fresh Dill
Serves 6
12 large organic eggs
3 tablespoons water
3 tablespoons butter
2 ounces cream cheese 
	 (Chef Max Hansen prefers  
	 Philadelphia brand version  
	 of lowfat Neufchatel)
4 scallions, washed 
well, cleaned 
	 and sliced very thin
4 tablespoons fresh dill
2 ounces smoked salmon, 
	 sliced thin
Salt and pepper (S&P)

1. Scramble the eggs thor-
oughly in a large bowl with the 
3 tablespoons water, and season 
lightly with S&P.

2. Melt the butter in a large 
nonstick sauté pan. The key 
to making these eggs soft and 
creamy is cooking the eggs very 

slowly over low heat, so make 
sure the heat is low the entire 
time.

3. Pour the thoroughly 
whipped eggs into the sauté pan 
and start slowly stirring with a 
wooden spoon or a heat-proof 
spatula. Break up the cream 
cheese into the eggs and contin-
ue stirring.

4. These eggs will take at 
least 10 minutes to start to be-
come thicker. If you like your 
eggs more cooked you can cook 
longer and make them slight-
ly stiffer. The entire purpose 
of cooking eggs this way is to 
make them very soft and light, 
almost custard-like.

5. Once you have reached your 
preferred consistency stir in the 
fresh dill and check the season-
ing for S&P; adjust accordingly.

6. Divide the eggs equally 
on 6 plates. Lightly place a few 
pieces of the julienned smoked 
salmon on top of the eggs and 
sprinkle with the finely sliced 
scallions. 

Susan S. Yeske: Recipe of the Week
Salmon for brunch

BUCKS COUNTY HERALD FILE PHOTO 
BY SUSAN S. YESKE

Prominent local chef Max Han-
sen taught a virtual cooking 
class to benefit the works of the 
Bucks County Women’s Advoca-
cy Coalition.

AquaBounty Technologies, 
Inc., a land-based salmon farm-
ing pioneer, is donating an es-
timated 50,000 pounds of its 
conventional Atlantic salmon 
to Philabundance, a Philadel-
phia-based hunger relief organi-
zation committed to ending hun-
ger for good.

AquaBounty raises Atlantic 
salmon in carefully monitored 
freshwater indoor tanks at its 
farm in Albany, Ind. The contri-
bution to Philabundance is one of 
multiple donations AquaBounty 
is making to organizations serv-
ing those who face hunger in lo-
cal communities.

COVID-19 has reduced the 
demand for salmon in restau-
rants and institutional feeding 
programs, and AquaBounty de-
cided to use its excess supply of 
conventional salmon to help feed 
families affected by the econom-
ic downturn.

For the next several weeks, 

AquaBounty will provide frozen 
Atlantic salmon fillets for Phila-
bundance to distribute to those 
in need throughout Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and Southern New 
Jersey. The planned donation is 
worth approximately $250,000 
and provides much-needed pro-
tein that is hard to come by for 
food banks due to the pandemic.

“Salmon is a fantastic protein 
source filled with omega-3 fatty 
acids, vitamins and minerals,” 
said Philabundance CEO Loree 
D. Jones. “Sadly, fresh protein 
often can be too pricey for clients 
choosing between heating their 
homes and feeding their families. 
Thanks to AquaBounty’s gen-
erous donation, Philabundance 
clients will have access to restau-
rant-quality salmon without 
having to break the bank during 
these trying times.”

AquaBounty salmon are raised 
by a team that carefully monitors 
all conditions at the farm to en-

sure the fish thrive. The fish are 
free of antibiotics and other con-
taminants, and AquaBounty’s 
operations represent an efficient 
and sustainable way to raise At-
lantic salmon that is good for 

the fish, good for consumers and 
good for the planet. 

“At AquaBounty, we believe 
in using science and technology 
to help feed the world and solve 
global problems, like food scar-

city and climate change,” said 
AquaBounty President & CEO 
Sylvia Wulf. “Working with 
Philabundance to provide healthy 
Atlantic salmon that is a safe, se-
cure and sustainable source of 
healthy protein to those in need, 
allows us to share the seafood we 
love, while leaving our world a 
better place.”

Since COVID arrived in Phila-
delphia last year, Philabundance 
has seen up to a 60 percent in-
crease in need, with 40 percent 
of clients utilizing the charitable 
food network for the first time.

“When people face hunger, 
they often struggle to meet oth-
er basic needs as well,” said Joe 
Lasprogata, vice president, new 
product development, at Samuels 
and Son Seafood Co., a Philadel-
phia-based seafood distributor 
of AquaBounty Atlantic salmon. 
“We at Samuels and Son are hap-
py to support this generous dona-
tion program...”

Philabundance swimming in 50,000 pounds of salmon donated by AquaBounty

JONATHAN GONZALEZ

Philabundance staff pick up salmon donated by AquaBounty Tech-
nologies, Inc.
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Noteworthy
n

Antheil Maslow & MacMinn of Bucks Coun-
ty announced the addition of Jennifer Dickerson 
to the firm’s Family Law practice group.

Dickerson practices exclusively in the area 
of family law, handling a variety of issues, in-
cluding divorce, child support, alimony/spousal 
support, equitable distribution and child custody 
matters.

Prior to joining the firm, she  worked as a staff 
attorney with the Bucks County Domestic Re-
lations Office, after three years as Judicial Law 
Clerk to Bucks County Judge Alan M. Ruben-
stein in the Family Law Division of Bucks County Court of Com-
mon Pleas.

n
Grace M. Deon recently participated as a 

guest lecturer for law students enrolled in Tem-
ple University Beasley School of Law’s Federal 
Judicial Clerkship Clinical Honors Program.

Deon was part of a panel discussion lead by 
federal Judge Mitchell S. Goldberg about a vari-
ety of employment law topics, with an emphasis 
on litigating such claims before federal courts. 

Deon is a shareholder, president and CEO 
of Eastburn and Gray, and her law practice in-
cludes Employment, Commercial and Special 
Education litigation. She is a past president of 
the Bucks County Bar Association. Deon is the 

first woman to lead a major law firm headquartered in Bucks County.  

n
Dr. Barry Arkles, Gelest, Inc. chair, founder and CEO and Pipers-

ville resident, was elected to membership in the 
National Academy of Engineering (NAE).

Election to the NAE is “among the highest 
professional distinctions accorded to an engi-
neer.” Dr. Arkles is recognized for his “contri-
butions to organosilicon materials and organo-
metallic and biochemical reagents.” 

He contributed scientific advances and inven-
tions with positive impacts extending beyond 
the professional community to the global public. 
His record of innovation and accomplishments 
in applied materials science, surface chemistry 
and biotechnology is demonstrated by his contributions to medical 
devices, such as contact lenses, and semiconductor fabrication, par-
ticularly ILD (interlayer dielectrics) and interconnect metallization. 

“Dr. Arkles’s election to NAE membership recognizes the value 
of the characteristic hybrid chemicals technology he and Gelest have 
cultivated,” said Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation (MCC) President 
and CEO Masayuki Waga. “We are proud of his achievement.”

Gelest, headquartered in Morrisville, is an innovator, manufac-
turer, and supplier of silicones, organosilanes, metal-organics, and 
specialty monomers for advanced technology end markets including 
medical devices, life sciences, microelectronics, and personal care.

JENNIFER 
DICKERSON

GRACE M. 
DEON

BARRY 
ARKLES

Metro Esports, an esports 
lounge and technology-based ed-
ucation center is now open.

Located at 1388 Street Road 
in Warminster the 7,000-square-
foot facility features 20 gaming 
computers (Xbox, PlayStation, 
Nintendo Switch), 10 flat screen 
televisions and two virtual reality 
rooms. It also has a virtual reali-
ty (VR) escape room and a VR 
driving experience, complete with 
NASCAR Racing and VR Roto 
chairs.

Recognizing COVID-19 safety 
as a priority, the facility will oper-
ate at a limited occupant capacity, 
while observing CDC guidelines 
and protocols within the center. 

The facility will host regular 
amateur and professional esports 
tournaments, leagues, teams, and 
events across a variety of games 
and genres. In addition, Metro Es-
ports has a state-of-the-art studio 

for those interested in creating 
podcasts, live streams or explor-
ing broadcast or music engineer-
ing.  

Shaon Berry, owner of Metro 
Esports is a Bucks County res-
ident and was a leading youth 
sports executive. Berry spent the 
last 10 years creating high-profile 
programs and events tailored to 
college student-athletes, many of 
which were televised on the NFL, 
CBS, and ESPN television net-
works.

“I transitioned from tradition-
al sports to esports, because this 
multi-billion-dollar tech industry 
offers incredible career promise 
for any and all young teens and 
adults,” said Berry. “You can be a 
superstar in so many different cat-
egories from pro-gamer, program-
mer, game designer, engineer, 
streamer, organizer, team owner 
and so much more. When you 

combine education and esports, 
your possibilities are endless.” 

In addition to being a venue for 
esports, Metro’s goal is to bridge 
the STEM/STEAM gap by offer-
ing a variety of affordable tech-
nology-based courses. Classes are 
available online and in-person for 
students age 12 and up. The cours-
es are taught by college profes-
sors and industry experts and are 
designed to be completed in four 
months, giving students access 
to technology education in less 
time than a traditional university 
course of study.

Students who complete cours-
es at Metro Esports will receive 
an industry-recognized certifi-
cate and introductions to partner 
companies, such as Comcast, 
Microsoft, Logitech and SAP for 
internship opportunities. For in-
formation about Metro Esports, 
visit online.

Metro Esports virtual reality 
and tech learning center open in Bucks

Ari Evans, director of Esports, helps a guest check out the Virtual Reality 
gaming area at Metro Esports on its opening day.

The Pennsylvania Bar Association 
(PBA) presented  County Bar Recog-
nition Awards virtually to the Bucks 
County Bar Association during the 
55th annual Seminar of the Confer-
ence of County Bar Leaders on Feb. 
25. 

Recognized for its Bucks Keystone 
Attorneys pro bono recognition pro-
gram, Child Advocacy Initiative and 
COVID-19 updates and resource 

newsletter, donations to local food 
pantries and Young Lawyers Char-
ity Golf Outing, the Bucks County 
Bar Association is one of 20 local bar 
associations in Pennsylvania honored 
this year for sponsoring projects that 
improve the legal profession, justice 
system or community. The awards 
are presented annually by the PBA. 

“We are so proud of the innovative 
projects and programs that members 

of each local bar association initiate 
to better serve its community,” said 
PBA President David E. Schwager. 
“We are even more proud to recog-
nize these good works each year and 
applaud the efforts of the many vol-
unteers that contributed to their suc-
cess.”

The association’s Keystone Attor-
neys program was designed to high-
light those who go above and beyond 

in their pro bono service, donating 50 
hours or more of legal services in one 
year to help people who otherwise 
could not afford counsel.

The association’s Child Advocacy 
Initiative is a cooperative effort be-
tween the bar association and foun-
dation, the Court of Common Pleas, 
the district attorney’s office, the coun-
ty’s guardian ad litem office and the 
public defender’s office. This effort 

is designed to provide a voice to chil-
dren involved in certain types of court 
proceedings.

In reaction to the changes in busi-
nesses and the courts due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic, the association 
launched efforts to provide informa-
tion and resources to members via the 
association’s website and town hall-
style meetings and offered pertinent 
continuing legal education courses.

Bucks County Bar Association receives awards from state association

Aqua Pennsylvania’s Bristol 
Water Treatment Plant has re-
ceived the Phase III Directors 
Award from the Partnership for 
Safe Water, a program developed 
by the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the American Water 
Works Association, and associat-
ed partner organizations to guide 
water utilities towards improving 
water quality by optimizing system 
operations.

Aqua’s Bristol plant was pre-
sented this award for achieving the 
program’s Directors Award lev-
el of performance. The Directors 
Award is awarded by completing 
the Self-Assessment and Peer Re-
view phase of the Partnership pro-
gram, which includes comprehen-
sive evaluation of treatment plant 

Aqua Pennsylvania’s Bristol plant earns award

American Heritage Credit Union 
has launched AmericanHeritageU, 
a financial wellness and education 
platform for members, Workplace 
Partner employees, associates, and 
the community as part of its corporate 
social responsibility strategy. 

American Heritage’s long commit-
ment to financial wellness includes 
more than 100 financial wellness 
seminars and webinars annually for 
the communities it serves.  With the 

increase of virtual learning and en-
gagement, the credit union developed 
AmericanHeritageU as a robust on-
line learning platform to allow mem-
bers and citizens of the community 
of all ages to improve their financial 
wellness in order to achieve their fi-
nancial goals.

AmericanHeritageU houses a 
Learning Lab to help individuals 
work through difficult financial 
situations, create budgets, manage 

their day-to-day finances, save for 
the future, and assist users on their 
journey toward financial freedom. 
The AmericanHeritageU platform 
features: guided online learning; 
virtual and in-person learning (we-
binars and seminars); on demand 
content; and free financial counsel-
ing through Money Management 
International.

For information or to register, visit 
AmericanHeritageCU.org/AHU. 

Credit union launches 
financial AmericanHeritageU

In effort to help organizations and 
companies increase recycling rates 
and reach their sustainability goals, in-
ternational recycling leader TerraCy-
cle created ReZound, an easy-to-use 
device that attaches to recycling bins 
and encourages recycling through pos-
itive audible feedback. 

The device can be installed in nearly 
any recycling bin and comes pre-load-
ed with 20 recycling themed sound 
clips. Every time a recyclable is placed 
in the bin, ReZound will play music, 
a fun sound effect, or encouraging 

words to make recycling an interactive 
and rewarding experience. 

With a weather and tamper-resistant 
design and the option for a solar-pow-
ered charging function, ReZound 
devices are functional anywhere, 
allowing recycling bins to be placed 
outdoors with little maintenance or 
supervision required. ReZound can 
also be customized with sounds for 
use in: offices, stadiums, parks and 
recreational centers, schools and col-
lege campuses, music venues and 
event centers, and theme parks and 

zoos.
“At TerraCycle, we are constant-

ly innovating new ways to drive 
our mission to ‘Eliminate the Idea 
of Waste’,” said Tom Szaky, Terra-
Cycle founder and CEO. “ReZound 
offers a fun, engaging way to educate 
and motivate more people to recycle 
and reduce waste in their communi-
ties.”

To learn more about the ReZound 
device, visit terracycle.com/en-US/
pages/rezound. To learn more about 
TerraCycle, visit online.

Trenton company offers interactive way 
to boost recycling rates

Blue Bell-based Wellness Coaches 
has created a two-prong approach to 
provide companies with the knowl-
edge, resources and a road map they 
need to navigate the new COVID-19 
landscape and remain vital, relevant 
and productive in the marketplace. 

The first prong is the Pandemic 
Preparedness for Business training 
program (PPFB), designed to offer 
corporate leaders and all employees 
the tools they need to comply with 
new regulations and safety guidelines 
set forth by OSHA.

Some of the program’s highlights 
include: comprehensive COVID-19 
infection prevention; a safety plat-
form to lower risks of lawsuits; and 
cost-saving tactics to implement into 
operations. 

The second prong provides daily, 
on-site COVID-19 screening and test-
ing for any size employment group 
and events. State-of-the-art technolo-
gy coupled with full on-site customiz-
able mobile testing sites spearheaded 
by experienced medical and clinical 
teams are a few of the features provid-

ed.
Some of the industries served by 

Wellness Coaches’ COVID-19 pre-
paredness program include entertain-
ment and travel, corporate events, pri-
vate parties and nonprofits. 

With six different testing options, 
a speedy and seamless testing pro-
cess and training available, Wellness 
Coaches is proving full, all-inclusive 
COVID-19 programs so businesses 
can focus on what they do best. For 
information, visit Wellness Coaches 
USA online.

Wellness Coaches creates COVID-19 plan

Aqua Pennsylvania Bristol Water Treatment Plant staff include, from left, 
Operating Engineer Tom Bannon, Plant Manager Eric Damon, Utility 
Worker Nate Hornikel, Plant Manager Trevor McMullen, Treatment Tech-
nician Matt Kauffman and Production Specialist Kevin Rosen.

operations and performance, iden-
tification of performance limiting 
factors, and the development of ac-
tion plans to achieve optimization.

Aqua’s Bristol plant was one of 
a select group of utilities honored 
by the Partnership and AWWA, 
the largest and oldest worldwide 
organization dedicated to safe wa-
ter. 

“The Bristol plant is the fourth 
Aqua Pennsylvania plant to have 

received director-level awards 
from the organization,” said Aqua 
Pennsylvania President Marc Luc-
ca.

“I am proud of the team that 
worked hard to make this possi-
ble including our Vice President, 
Production Todd Duerr, Treatment 
Director Matt Miller, Production 
Director Jeff Bickel, Plant Manag-
er Eric Damon and all of the plant 
staff who made this possible.”
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Rodney D. Henry

Rodney D. Henry, age 85, died 
March 1, 2021, as a result of bladder 
cancer. He was born Jan. 1, 1936, 
the son of the late Robert B. Henry 
and Olive Naomi Erisman Henry in 
Quakertown, Pa.  

He graduated from Quakertown 
High School, 1953; Wesleyan Uni-
versity, BA 1957; and University 
of Pennsylvania Law School, LLB 
1960.  He served as a judge advocate 
in the United States Air Force, from 
1961 to 1964, where he was separat-
ed from active service with the rank 
of captain.  He met his wife, Janenne 
J. Henry, who survives him, a native 
of Manhattan, Kansas, at Earnest 
Harmon Air Force Base, Stephen-
ville, Newfoundland, when she was 
a teacher at an Air Force dependents’ 
school.  

He practiced law in Quakertown 
from 1964 to 2021, for the last 20 
years as a partner with his son, Car-
ter P. Henry.  For 24 years he was the 
treasurer of Richland Library Compa-
ny. He was a singer, a reader. He read 
German literature with Dr. Viehmey-
er at Schwenkfelder Library for many 
years. Recently, he had renewed col-
lege friendships via the Internet and 
in person with nine fellow Wesleyan 
graduates.  

Along with his wife, he is survived 

by his daughter, Melinda Henry, of 
Mies, Vaud, Switzerland, his son and 
daughter-in-law, Carter and Sarah 
Henry, of Quakertown, and his grand-
children, Grace and Patrick.  He was 
predeceased by his sisters, Professor 
Barbara H. Long and Patricia A. Da-
vis. 

Services are private. 
Arrangements are in the care of 

the C. R. Strunk Funeral Home, Inc. 
(www.crstrunk.com) Quakertown.

Contributions in his memory may 
be sent to Richland Library, 44 S. 
Main St., Quakertown, PA 18951, or 
to United Friends School, 1018 West 
Broad St., Quakertown, PA 18951.

Dr. David L. Dondero

Dr. David L. Dondero of Lambert-
ville, N.J., passed away on Monday, 
March 1, 2021, surrounded by his 
cherished family.  He was 80 years 
old.

 A doctor of podiatric medicine, 
Dr. Dondero established his practice 
in Lambertville 43 years ago. He 
also had an additional office in Law-
renceville. Though he had transferred 
his Bridge Street office practice to 
another podiatrist, he continued to 
see patients in their homes and at 
his home office. His patients knew 
Dr. Dondero for his dedication, skill, 
kindness and gentle humor.

A native of Belmont, Massachu-
setts, David spent his early years 

there.  His family later lived on the 
West Coast and eventually moved 
back East. After high school David 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force where 
he was trained and served as a dental 
technician. His choice of duty was in-
spired by his mother, one of the first 
dental hygienists in the country.  He 
went on to study pharmacology, earn-
ing his Bachelor of Science degree 
in pharmacy from the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy in Boston and 
his Master’s degree in Pharmacolo-
gy from the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy and Science (now the Uni-
versity of the Sciences).  He was later 
awarded his Doctor of Podiatric Med-
icine from the Pennsylvania College 
of Podiatric Medicine in Philadelphia 
(now a part of Temple University). 
During his student years he served 
as a lab instructor and was member 
of Phi Delta Chi Fraternity. His love 
of knowledge was lifelong. He was 
an Eagle Scout and served as a camp 
counselor. 

 David married Peggy Ann Clay-
well of Moorestown, N.J., where they 
lived at the start of their marriage and 
began a family. The opportunity to 
be in private practice brought them 
to Lambertville. David was active in 
their parish, St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church where he served as a 
lector. He was a third degree member 
of the St. John the Evangelist Knights 
of Columbus Council. David was 
also a past president of the Lambert-
ville-New Hope Kiwanis Club, a life 
member of the Lambertville B.P.O.E. 

Lodge 1020 and a Master Ma-
son with the Lambertville Masonic 
Lodge. He also founded the Capital 
Division of the NJ Podiatric Medical 
Society.

 David enjoyed an active life with 
Peggy and their family. They were 
avid travelers. He loved spending 
time on the water, boating, snorkeling 
and sailing and in the air as a licensed 
pilot.  He was a longtime member of 
a Seattle based Flying Club. He was a 
nature enthusiast and an outdoorsman. 
He loved the outdoors and camping 
and was an expert marksman. On his 
family farm he could often be found 
riding his tractor and tending to his 
goats, llamas, and chickens.  

 David shared all his interests and 
activities with his family. In addition 
to his wife Peggy, he is survived by 
his daughter and son-in-law Elena 
M. Dondero and Edward R. Coff of 
Wrightstown, Pa.; and his son Frank 
E. Dondero of New Hope. He dot-
ed on his grandchildren Sean David 
Dondero, Dylan Kenneth Dondero 
and Kara Ann Dondero of New Hope.  
He is also survived by his former 
daughter-in-law and his grandchil-
dren’s mother Melissa Nanni of New 
Hope; his godson Mark Madden of 
Buzzards Bay, Mass.; his lifelong 
friend and “brother” Russell Enos of 
Clark’s Summit, Pa., and a multitude 
of family and friends. He was the son 
of the late Frank E. and Dorothy H. 
Tarbox Dondero.

 The memorial mass will be offered 
on Thursday, March 11, at 10:30 a.m. 
at St. John the Evangelist Church, 44 
Bridge St., Lambertville, N.J. 08530.

There will be visitation on Thurs-
day morning from 8:30 a.m. un-
til departure for church at the Van 
Horn-McDonough Funeral Home, 
21 York St., Lambertville, NJ 08530 
(vhmfh.com).

Committal services will follow at 
St. Magdalene’s Cemetery in Flem-

ington, N.J.
Please note that attendees must be 

masked and follow social distancing 
guidelines.

Funeral services will be streamed 
via Zoom. Details to be posted on the 
funeral home website.

 In lieu of flowers memorial do-
nations in David’s memory may be 
made to Delaware Valley Council 
of Church Food Pantry, 1 Cherry St. 
# 1, Lambertville, NJ 08530 or to 
the Mercer County Wildlife Center 
Friends, PO Box 161, Titusville, NJ 
08560.

Robert P. de Groot

Robert P. de Groot of Revere, Pa., 
aka “Bob,” to his cherished wife and 
his amazing and eclectic friends; 
Brother, Dad, Grandpa, Uncle Bob; 
that unyielding Eagles fan, and so 
much to so many ... passed away on 
Thursday, March 4, 2021, surrounded 
by his family, at St. Luke’s in Beth-
lehem, Pa. 

 Bob was the husband of Christine 
(Scarff) de Groot. The couple married 
on June 21 of 1976, and dedicated 
their lives to their sons, Robert James 
and Cornelius Scarff de Groot, as well 
as to their growing family, and their 
beloved community, the village of 
Revere, Pa.

 Born in Queens, N.Y., on Nov. 29, 
1943, Bob was the son of the late Corne-
lius and Helena (Slovacek) de Groot. He 
lived a life of service to others, even if it 
were only for a kind word, a lunch box, 
or a cup of coffee. He had the resume of 
a person who lived by what he valued 
and respected, and most importantly, 
loved.

 After graduating from Notre Dame 
High School in 1962, Bob attended the 
Ben Franklin College in Washington, 
D.C. and later joined the Navy. After-
wards, he returned to Revere, and took 
up working with his dad, Cornelius, at 
the Revere General Store, determined to 
find his path. During these times, Bob 
continued to grow the business at the 
General Store, and eventually bought 
the store from his parents.

Bob was the owner/operator of the 
Revere General Store for many years. 
He also worked at Fred Bean’s Dodge/
Subaru in Doylestown for a period of 
time. In addition to work and family life, 
Bob committed many years (16) and 
multiple terms to the Palisades School 
Board. And through all of his 77 years, 
Bob’s number one hobby was collecting, 
which he happily did for all of his fami-
ly. He collected Eagles stuff for the boys 
(his sons); spoiled the grandkids (and 

customers’ kids) with candy and eclectic 
toys and gadgets; and quietly spoiled the 
cats with Chris’s help.

In true “Bob” fashion, he persevered, 
and never let an opportunity pass to 
know his customers’ needs and make 
sure he stocked for any request. He en-
joyed working side by side with his wife, 
Chris, and just a staircase away from his 
baby sister Lil. He was visited daily by 
friends and loyal patrons that he loved 
and appreciated. He also enjoyed the vis-
its from his sons and their families, Bob 
always worked the hardest to show how 
much he loved and appreciated those 
closest to him. He forged bonds that last-
ed all of his life, and will continue well 
beyond. 

Bob loved, and was loved; he worked 
hard, and counted his blessings; he re-
spected and was respected.

In addition to his wife Christine, Bob is 
survived by his sons Robert J. (Cheney), 
and Cornelius S. (Krissy) de Groot. He 
was also survived by his grandchildren 
Kyle Martin, Isabella, Cornelius, and 
Francis de Groot. Bob was the brother 
of Lillian Crum, Charlotte de Groot, and 
Cory Whitehead, and the late Richard de 
Groot. Bob’s family will receive friends 
on Thursday March 18, 2021 from 3 to 5 
p.m. at the Shelly Funeral Home, Easton 
& Keller’s Church roads, Plumstead-
ville. Service and interment will be held 
privately. To ensure COVID-19 protocol 
masks and social distancing will be re-
quired. It will be expected that you exit 
the funeral home once you have offered 
condolences to the family. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions in Bob’s memory may be sent 
to the Ottsville Fire Company, PO Box 
26, Ottsville, PA 18942, Palisades EMS, 
2330 Township Road, Quakertown, 
PA 18951, or the Lords Pantry, 4050 
Durham Road, Ottsville, PA 18942.

To send condolences to the family, 
please visit the funeral home website 
below.

Shelly Funeral Home, Plumsteadville
www.shellyfuneralhomes.com

Nora L. Grimison

Nora passed on the same day she 
was born … miraculously her 90th. 
A few notables have done likewise 
…Shakespeare, Betty Friedan, but 
knowing that Johnny Longden, a 
world-famous jockey from the UK, 
passed on his birthday, too, would 
have amused her. She loved every-
thing about horses.

She never quite stepped out of 
the shadow of those who came be-
fore her, but she carved out her own 
life path of riches. She was a New 
Hope local for most of her life, born 
during the Great Depression and still 
a child while World War II raged. 
After attending Buckingham Friends 
School and Holmquist (now Solebury 
School), she graduated from Philadel-
phia’s Moore College of Art in 1954, 
majoring in illustration. Afterwards 
she did what many women of her 
generation did … married well and 
had children. She would never admit 
this, but she loved kids, loved their 
energy.  While her five children were 
still at home, she became a popular 
school bus driver; carting her rowdy 
charges around in a bus named Nora’s 
Ark.  Raising kids and working, how-
ever, did not stop her from drawing 
her beloved horses on the envelopes 
of unopened mail and matchbook 
covers, occasionally honoring some-
one’s request for a portrait (of their 
horse). 

As talented as she was, being an 
artist wasn’t her thing, but people 
were. She was a gifted storyteller and 
loved to engage others with anecdotes 
of local color and history making her 
a natural in hospitality where she was 
employed for more than 25 years. 
People remembered her, and it wasn’t 
unusual for patrons to visit her at her 
home when they returned to the B&B 
the following year. 

She was a lot of fun to be around. 
She was smart and pretty and loved 
nature.  Her joie de vivre never waiv-
ered; she poo-pooed the death and 
age business.  In her last year here, 
she coined the phrase, “butterflies are 
free.”  And now so is she.

Nora is survived by her sister, five 
children, five grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of cards and flowers, please 
give generously to Alzheimer’s re-
search or to your local SPCA.

On March 20 and 21, whitewater 
boating enthusiasts will converge 
in Bucks County when the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Natural 
Resources releases water from Lake 
Nockamixon into Tohickon Creek.

Releases are historically sched-

uled on a semi-annual basis, occur-
ring on the third weekend in March 
and the first weekend in November. 
The whitewater releases from the 
Nockamixon State Park dam pro-
vide suitable whitewater boating 
conditions downstream through 

Ralph Stover State Park from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. each day.  

Water releases begin at 4 a.m. 
Several hours later, the release will 
create whitewater conditions at 
Ralph Stover State Park, according 
to park officials. Suggested hours 

for viewing the release and boating 
activity are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

DCNR officials remind boaters 
that this is a technical whitewater 
with Class three and four rapids 
that require boating skills. Boaters 
should be aware of and abide by the 

safety code of the American White-
water Affiliation. Boaters must 
wear appropriate personal flotation 
devices, take appropriate precau-
tions to prevent hypothermia and 
use only craft designed for this type 
of water.  

DCNR plans whitewater release into Tohickon Creek
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Easter Food Sale
St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church
1545 Easton Road, Warrington, PA 18976

Kielbasa  •  Babka (Easter Bread) 
Deadline to order: Thurs. 3/18/21

Pick-up: Sat. 3/27/21 from 9am to 12pm
To order, visit our website at www.stanneukrainiancc.com or

call Helene for an order form at 215-343-3948
(leave name & phone number)

BRING
YOUR OWN

BAGS

Beauty and adventure await.

rivertownsmagazine.com
or call 215.794.1096

4 issues for only $15/year
Subscribe today at

Kevin W. Jagoe: Living by Heart                                                              Hoping for spring
This year, each thing that 

brings us even just a bit of joy or 
escape or peace seems to have 
extra pressure placed upon it.

That weekly time alone in the 
car on a quiet drive away from 
a too full house. That week-
ly time with family on Zoom 
when we see our grandchildren 
or children when we are other-
wise in a too-quiet house. The 
Christmas decorations that we 
kept up longer this year, their 
twinkling lights adding just a bit 
more glow to the long nights.

With meteorological 
spring upon us, it feels as 
though the very promise of 
spring is holding more of our 
hopes than in other years. 

Perhaps spring is not a particu-
larly bad place to rest our hopes. 
Spring will inevitably come. The 
days grow longer, warmer weath-
er will follow, and green shoots 

and buds 
will ar-
rive too. 
All of 
these will 
be har-
bingers 
of a new 
season, a 
returning 
of more 
observ-
able life 
in the 
nat-

ural world around us. 
The caution I offer is not to 

hold back hope, but rather to 
place it in even more things. 
We need more sources of 
hope these days. Perhaps even 
things that are not guaranteed, 
which come with a bit of risk.

We can hope for renewed 
commitment to the safe commu-

nity practices for gathering. We 
can hope for changes in how we 
build infrastructure to support 
life in a changing world. We can 
hope for deeper relationships 
with loved ones we haven’t 
been able to touch in too long. 

When we place hope in things 
that are less a question of when 
they will happen and more a 
question of if they will happen, 
we need a different form of hope.

In situations like hoping for 
spring, we are using a more 
passive kind of hope: something 
that we can look forward to as 
a source of joy. This is import-
ant; it keeps our emotions up 
during challenging times. And in 
situations like hoping for positive 
outcomes in society, we are in 
need of an active hope. This 
form requires us to be engaged 
in the process to will the de-
sired outcome into existence. 

So I invite you to engage in 
both forms of hope as the season 
turns. Place hope on those things 
that are sure to come true and 
those things that require you 
to participate to make them 
happen. Remember that active 
hope is also a relational hope, 
we need to tend to our piece 
of the work to make it happen. 

Hope both for the crocuses to 
bloom and for changed behav-
ior of ourselves and of others. 
Both, and more, are possible. 

The Rev. Kevin W. Jagoe is 
minister of BuxMont Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship – a 
community of believers, nonbe-
lievers, seekers, and skeptics. 
Find them at buxmontuu.org.

KEVIN W. JAGOE

PEYTON PETTY

A mountain of food was donated after Salem Church in Doylestown 
asked neighbors to help those in need.

When neighbors were asked by Doylestown’s Salem Church to help 
rebuild the food banks after the holiday rush, they sprang into action, 
donating over 1,500 pounds of food in less than six weeks.

“If this pace keeps up, we will collect more than we did last year, 
and that was a record breaker,” said Michael Flanagan, head of Salem’s 
Social Action Network.  

In 2020, the church collected over 4,400 pounds of food, diapers and 
other household items for local food banks. 

“Salem collects food all year long, but around Valentine’s Day we 
have a special push. The holidays empty the food banks out, and they 
really need help,” Flanagan said.

“It’s a hard time for everyone so we weren’t sure what to expect. This 
incredible response shows once again that Doylestown has heart – a 
huge heart. We’d like to thank the entire community for their help.”

Salem Church neighbors
donate mountain of food

Authors discuss how Muslims, Jews can make peace
Muslim American Sabeeha 

Rehman and Jewish American 
Walter Ruby will discuss a new 
book they co-authored called 
“We Refuse to be Enemies – How 
Muslims and Jews Can Make 
Peace One Friendship at a Time” 
during Pebble Hill Church’s vir-
tual celebration at 10:30 a.m. 
March 14, on Zoom.

“We Refuse to Be Enemies” is 
a manifesto concerned with the 
rise of intolerance and bigotry in 
the United States.

Together Rehman and Ruby 
have spent decades doing inter-
faith work and nurturing cooper-
ation among communities. They 
have learned that, through face-
to-face encounters, people of all 
backgrounds can come to know 
the Other as a fellow human be-
ing and turn her or him into a 
trusted friend. In this book, they 
share their experience and guid-
ance.

Tapping their own life stories 
and entering into dialogue with-
in the book, they explain how 

they have found commonalities 
between their respective faiths 
and discuss shared principles and 
lessons, how their perceptions of 
the Other have evolved, and the 
pushback they faced.

They wrestle with the two el-
ephants in the room: the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict and polar-
izing material in the histories and 
holy texts of Judaism and Islam. 
And they share their vision for 
reconciliation, offering concrete 
principles for building an alliance 
in support of religious freedom 
and human rights.

Sabeeha also authored the 
memoir, “Threading My Prayer 
Rug. One Woman’s Journey from 
Pakistani Muslim to American 
Muslim,” published in July 2016 
by Arcade Publishing.  The book 
was short-listed for the 2018 Wil-
liam Saroyan International Prize 
for Writing, and named to the 
Top 10 Diverse Nonfiction Books 
2017, by Booklist.

She is an op-ed contributor to 
the Houses of Worship column of 

the Wall Street Journal. 
Ruby had a life-changing ex-

perience as a reporter covering 
the World Congress of Imams 
and Rabbis for Peace in Seville, 
Spain, in 2006, and decided to 
dedicate himself going forward 
to the mission of nurturing ties 
of communication, reconciliation 
and cooperation between Jews 
and Muslims. 

Ruby worked as a journal-
ist for more than 30 years. He 
is a co-author, together with his 
brother Dan Ruby, of the recently 
published memoir of Holocaust 
survivor Michael Edelstein titled 
“Live Another Day: How I Sur-
vived the Holocaust and Realized 
the American Dream.”

Ruby presently writes a blog 
focused primarily on politics ti-
tled Walter Ruby: Keeping Hope 
Alive. Visit bywalterruby.blog-
spot.com/.

The Zoom link is: us02web.
zoom.us/j/87422989585?p-
wd=S092TmZUQnJ-
SUkE1Y05sZHArOTNwdz09.

Newtown Friends stream film on Quakers in Costa Rica
The adult class of Newtown 

Quaker Meeting will view via 
Zoom the film “Sweet Home 
Monteverde” at newtownfriends-
meeting.org at 9:45 a.m. on First 
Day (Sunday), March 14.             

The film tells the true story, be-
ginning in 1950 just months after 
the U.S. entered the Korean War, 
when four Quaker war-resisters 
from Fairhope, Ala., led some 
40 people to immigrate to Costa 
Rica, a country that had just abol-
ished its army in 1948.

Monteverdi is also the site of bi-
ennial trips by Newtown Friends 
School’s seventh and eighth grade 
Spanish students from the Quaker 
Meeting’s local pre-K to 8 school. 
Some of the highlights of the trip 
include a three-night home-stay 
with a Costa Rican family, a tour 

of one of the country’s volca-
noes and active lava flows, and 
a service project with Newtown 
Friends School’s sister school Ba-
jos de San Luis.

The “Monteverde Cloud Forest 
Reserve” or “rain forest above the 
clouds” established by the Quak-
ers is 4,600 feet high in the Tila-
ran Mountains of northern Costa 
Rica.  National Geographic calls 
it “the jewel in the crown of cloud 
forest reserves.”  

The Quakers chose Monteverde 
because its cool climate would ac-
commodate the dairy farming they 
planned as their livelihood. By 
1972, the Quakers had purchased 
and farmed thousands of acres of 
land, built a Quaker school and a 
Meetinghouse, established a high-
ly successful cheese factory, set 

aside land for conservation, and 
launched the Monteverde Cloud 
Forest Reserve.  

All are still prospering. The 
cheese factory, which began with 
two employees in 1952 and pro-
duced five pounds of cheese per 
day now has 160 employees and 
produces 8,000 pounds of cheese 
per day.

The Monteverde Cloud Forest 
Reserve is now 26,000 acres and 
has 600 direct and indirect em-
ployees.

Quakers work the land in a scene from “Sweet Home Monteverde.”
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Subscribe to the

Bucks County
Herald

$130.00 
a year

Exciting 
Journalism

Marketing and Digital Media

Internships 
at the Herald 

and River Towns Magazine!

Email resume, cover letter and writing samples to:
fzegler@buckscountyherald.com

Emily Cook, Sophomore, St. Joseph’s University

Help Wanted

Subscribe to the

Bucks County
Herald

$130.00 
a year

Message to Advertisers

The staff of the Bucks 
County Herald is diligent in 
proofing advertising to 
ensure accuracy. However, 
errors can occur. Therefore, 
advertisers are responsible 
for checking the accuracy of 
their ads upon publication. 
The Bucks County Herald 
will be responsible for errors 
and/or omissions the first 
time an ad appears and only 
to the extent of the cost of 
placing the ad. If an error is 
found in an ad, please call 
215-794-1096 immediately 
and we will place a correc-
tion in the upcoming issue 
of the Herald.

INDIGENOUS
INGENUITIES, LLC-
An environmentally responsible
landscape company, is looking
for passionate people to join our
maintenance and install
divisions. E-mail your resume
to info@ind-ing.com, or visit
www.ind-ing.com to learn
more.

HIRING EXPERIENCED
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
For Excavating & Paving
Company in Bucks County.
Salary based on experience.
Health & Dental Insurance,
Paid Vacation, Company Truck.
CDL a plus. 267-614-9908

GEERLINGS GARDEN
CENTER- 1852 Rt. 413,
Buckingham, PA.
Delivery drivers,
Furniture sales, Cashiers,
Yard sales/maintenance.
215-794-7672

EPAM SYSTEMS, INC- Seeks
Lead Software Engineer in
Newtown, PA & various
l ong - t e rm unan t i c i p a t ed
worksites. MS+2 yrs. exp. In
the alt., BS+5 yrs. exp. Dev SW
apps. Will work at various
l ong - t e rm unan t i c i p a t ed
worksites with option to
relocate throughout the U.S.
Mail Resume to: EPAM
Systems, Inc., 41 University
Dr., #202, Newtown, PA 18940.
Reference job code SEE0521.

DISTRIBUTION
WAREHOUSE LOCATED IN
PIPERSVILLE, PA- Looking
for full and part time seasonal
warehouse help thru July. Must
be motivated and detail
oriented. Responsibilities
include, but not limited to;
receiving deliveries, stocking
merchandise, picking orders,
and assisting in the fulfillment
of orders. Hours are 7:00am -
3:00pm Monday thru Friday.
Reliable transportation to and
from work and regular
attendance required. Possible
overtime needed. Looking for
immediate need.
If interested please call Scott at
215 766 5613 ext. 144
Job Types: Full-time, Part-time
Pay: $13-$14 an hour

Help Wanted

Classified Ad Space
for Rent

Call 215-794-1097

T R I A X L E T R U C K
DRIVER- Experienced, CDL.
Haul & move equipment.
Health & Dental Insurance, paid
vacation. Full time. Excavating
& Paving Co in Bucks County.
Call Bob 267-614-9908.

MULTIPLE POSITIONS-
EPAM Systems, Inc. seeks all
levels for the following
positions in Newtown, PA &
various long term unanticipated
worksites: Account Manager,
acct lead/support acct plans
(AM0521); Application Support
Analyst, supp soft apps dev
(ASA0521); Chief Application
Support Analyst, tech
consulting (CASA0521);
Application Support Manager,
resp. of prod sftwr dev
(ASM0521); Business Analyst,
req gather, design, imp
(BA0521); Business Analysis
Manager, oversee funct/tech req
(BAM0521); Data Analyst, cnv
bus req to sys design (DA0521);
Database Dev, create
tech/proj, doc. incl. doc. of code
(DD0521); Data Scientist, apply
ml algorithms (DS0521);
Delivery Manager, assess/
d e c i d e p r o j f e a s i b i l i t y
(DM0521);
Experience Designer, design
deliverables (ED0521);
Principal Experience Designer,
conceptualize/exec design
(PED0521) ; Performance
Analyst, test perf of SW
(PFA0521); Project Manager,
resp for IT dev projects
(PM0521); Software Engineer,
customize existing programs
(SE0521); Software
Engineering Manager, direct
i n t e g o f t e c h n i c a l a c t
(SEM0521); Software Test
Automation Engineer, doc/
report SW defects (STA0521);
Software Test Automation
Manager, define bus reqs &
oversee customer comms,
(STAM0521); Software Testing
Engineer, test SW programs
(STE0521); Software Testing
Manager, lead process of doc of
SW defect (STM0521);
Solution Architect, solution
arch / t ech pre - sa le ac t
(SA0521); Systems Engineer,
follow ITIL/ITSM (SYE0521);
Systems Architect, end-to-end
dev cycle (SYA0521). Will
work at various long term
unanticipated worksites with
option to relocate throughout
the U.S. Mail resume to Marina
Maizet, EPAM Systems, Inc.,
41 University Dr., Ste. 202,
Newtown, PA 18940. Must ref
job code.

Help Wanted

Services

DECKS & SHEDS-
PETE’S HOME REPAIR
SERVICE & GENERAL
CONTRACTING.
Decks built and repaired.
Sheds repaired.
610-847-2720;
215-945-4769
(PA#029212)

Services

PAY THE MOST 
FOR ANY JUNK

 CAR OR TRUCK
 With or without title

 215-669-1000

WE BUY USED CARS

Don’t junk that car/truck 

if it runs, we buy them.

TOP DOLLAR CASH PAID

267-800-3227

Autos/Motorcycles
Wanted

CASH PAID NOW- For Your
Costume Jewelry You No
Longer Want Or Wear. Clean
Out Your Jewelry Boxes & Call
Me For Cash! 610-258-8401.

Articles Wanted

PART TIME COUNTER
POSITION- Available in
Lambertville. Apply in person
or online at 30 South Union St,
Lambertville or https://tirpok.
com/careers

LOOKING TO HIRE A
TRAINEE- Metal worker,
mechanically minded, for small
metal fabrication shop in
Plumsteadville. Please
call 215-766-8890

Help Wanted
Part Time

Message to Advertisers

The staff of the Bucks 
County Herald is diligent 
in proofing advertising to 
ensure accuracy. However, 
errors can occur. There-
fore, advertisers are 
responsible for checking 
the accuracy of their ads 
upon publication. The 
Bucks County Herald will 
be responsible for errors 
and/or omissions the first 
time an ad appears and 
only to the extent of the 
cost of placing the ad. If an 
error is found in an ad, 
please call 215-794-1096 
immediately and we will 
place a correction in the 
upcoming issue of the 
Herald.

Message to Advertisers

The staff of the Bucks 
County Herald is diligent 
in proofing advertising to 
ensure accuracy. 
However, errors can 
occur. Therefore, adver-
tisers are responsible for 
checking the accuracy of 
their ads upon publica-
tion. The Bucks County 
Herald will be respon-
sible for errors and/or 
omissions the first time 
an ad appears and only to 
the extent of the cost of 
placing the ad. If an error 
is found in an ad, please 
call 215-794-1096 imme-
diately and we will place 
a correction in the 
upcoming issue of the 
Herald.

T.M. PAINTING

Interior and Exterior

Drywall Repair

Staining & Pressure Washing

25 Years Experience

REASONABLE RATES

Call Tom

at 267-221-4319

Painting

Carpino

• Concrete Stone & Brickwork

• Structural Repairs

• Stucco • Pavers

• Residential Bridges

• Waterproofing

• Custom Masonry

215-364-3755

FREE ESTIMATES

PA LICENSE #PA087652

WWW.CARPINOINC.COM

DRYWALL-
PETE’S HOME REPAIR
SERVICE & GENERAL
CONTRACTING.
Drywall repairs &
installation.
C a l l 6 1 0 - 8 4 7 - 2 7 2 0 ;
215-945-4769 (PA#029212)

Services

Tinicum Twp. bridge saga continues 
Continued from page A1

In response to a complaint that 
Supervisors Rich Rosamilia and 
Chair John Blanchard had been 
supporting PennDOT’s plan, 
through their encouragement of 
Cashman, and therefore “not be-
ing good stewards for the town-
ship,” Supervisor Jim Helms noted 
the supervisors had never taken 
such a position, while Rosamil-
ia, who has served as the board’s 
liaison on the matter since 2013, 
described various actions he has 
taken in attempts to end the stale-
mate. 

When Auerbach said supervi-
sors could have formally resolved 
in favor of environmental and 
historic protection, as she said 
other municipalities had done to-
ward getting PennDOT to change 
bridge plans, Blanchard said he 
would investigate an example she 
provided. Auerbach also said the 
recent decision in federal court 
to dismiss a suit brought by DRN 
was limited to the legitimacy of 
PennDOT’s procedure-following, 
and maintained that supervisors’ 
oath of office mandated their 
support for federal laws relat-

ing to the protection issues. 
Among several other topics, 

discussion also included mention 
of controversial key events in the 
matter that have occurred during 
a timeline that goes back before 
the bridge closing, including con-
sideration of the township’s tak-
ing responsibility for maintenance 
of a rehabbed bridge or a new 
one-lane structure. Rosamilia said 
PennDOT has maintained that the 
Federal Highway Administration 
would only fund construction 
of a two-lane bridge, according 
to their “data” on the crossing. 

Cashman insisted that various 
environmental and historic argu-
ments, such as concern about the 
effects of altering the course of 
the Exceptional Value-designat-
ed Tinicum Creek, are without 
merit. Auerbach added that the 
cost for the rehab, categorically 
rejected by PennDOT as not 
possible, denying the opinion 
of a DRN bridge rehab con-
sultant, would be $1.5 million, 
while the proposed new two-
lane would be $4.5 million. She 
accused PennDOT of pursuing 
many other highly question-

able two-lane replacement 
projects throughout the state. 

As supervisors broke for an 
executive session, Blanchard 
noted he did not see any rea-
son for concern about the new 
bridge proposal resulting in 
new traffic safety issues. 

With greenlighting by the 
National Park Service said to be 
completed, the matter is under-
stood to now be in the hands of 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection, for final 
permitting for PennDOT’s plan.

Continued from page A1
six, the report said.  

The shift, said Stone, is 
driven by the marketplace. 
“There’s an increase in de-
mand and the developers are 
responding to that.”  Addition-
ally, the scale of single-fami-

ly developments has gotten 
much smaller than in past de-
cades. Rather than hundreds of 
homes in a development, there 
may be just a handful, Stone 
noted.

While the rise in multifam-
ily projects may help with 

housing “attainability,” said 
Stone, “affordability is more of 
a challenge and (multifamily 
housing) doesn’t address that 
as much as it could or should.”

The increase in proposals for 
nonresidential – or warehous-
ing or manufacturing – space 

reflects the “shifting trend in 
how people are attaining their 
goods,” Stone said. More dis-
tribution centers are critical 
to people receiving products 
faster. There were proposals 
for approximately 2.6 million 
square feet of nonresidential 

space last year, according to 
the BCPC annual report.

Although 2020 and the 
COVID-19 pandemic were an 
anomaly, Stone said the trends 
in multifamily housing and 
a growing demand for ware-
house space will continue. 

Demand for single-family housing down 

Doylestown cancels youth fishing program
Continued from page A1

The fishing hole will be stocked 
with large-mouth bass, bluegills, 
minnows for forage and a small 

number of trout. Davis said, chil-
dren, accompanied by an adult 
chaperone, seniors and the handi-
capped can still fish at the pond.

Throughout the season, the bor-
ough said, the community orga-
nizations hope to make improve-
ments to the area, including fish 

habitat structures, improved sig-
nage and landscaping.

“Although it is not the season we 
would prefer, our goal is to provide 

fishing in 2021 as much-needed 
outdoor activity for the communi-
ty,” said Davis. “Your generosity 
continues to make this possible.”
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Across
1.  Org.  for Osaka
5.  Equestrian equipment
9.  FDR’s employment initiative
12. Certain carpet or hairdo
13. Bradley with bags
14. Run smoothly
15. Actress Manzo, Merrill, or 
Meyer
16. Seafood often served seared
18 Inner turmoil
20. Additional
21.  It makes the morning pa-
pers?
23.  Do perfectly 
27.  _ Plaines River 
30.  Option words
31. Handy and helpful, as a tool
32. Caesar’s false friend
34.  Phyllis portrayer on “Phyl-
lis” 35.  Word after “term” or 
“time” 36.  Critical review
37. Formal affirmative
38. Supercilious sort
39. First name in virology
41.  Grammy-winner whose 
name sounds like a drink
43.  Presentation prop
47.  Place for a long run, maybe
51. Not supporting
52. Ball chaser?
53. Bundle of nerves
54. Compete in logrolling
55. Red Baron’s conflict, in brief
56. Place for a quarter
57. Let it stand, editorially

Puzzle by Linda Dunn of Furlong. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Down
1. Letters before Choice, Prime, 
or Select
2. Place for a pad
3. In-flight beverage?
4. Audibly astounded
5. Rx chain
6. Swing time?
7. Pre-diploma challenges
8. Mates
9. Int’l disease-tracking agcy. 
10. Small seal
11. Breakfast hrs. , typically
17. Slow, on scores
19. Brook, rainbow, or speckled
22. Verbal stalls
24. Light and spacious
25. Arthur and Bjorn rival 
26. “The Road _ Traveled” 
27. Some MLB hits
28. St.  Patrick’s place
29. National sport of Japan
31. They parallel radii 
33. Fibula’s neighbor 
34. One in a six-pack 
36. Gnocchi ingredient
39. Ruby, e. g. 
40. Volvo competitors, formerly 
42. Some writable discs, for short 
44. Temper tantrum
45. Peut-_ (perhaps, to Pierre)
46. Jaunty Irish tune
47. Show’s final act?
48. Theater ticket datum 
49. Ending for pepper 
50. Despite that

 
U S T A  C R O P  W P A 
S H A G  V E R A  H U M 
D I N A  S C A L L O P S 
A N G S T  E L S E    
   P R E S S  N A I L 
D E S  O R S  U T I L E 
B R U T U S  C L O R I S 
L I M I T  P A N  Y E S 
S N O B  J O N A S    
   I C E T  E A S E L 
B R O A D W A Y  A N T I 
O O N  R E T E  B I R L 
W W I  S L O T  S T E T 

Crossword 299 L. Dunn: L. Dunn 

 
1 2 3 4  5 6 7 8  9 10 11 

12    13    14   

15    16    17    

18    19  20     

 21  22    23 24 25 26 

27 28 29  30    31     

32   33    34      

35      36    37   

38     39    40  

 41 42    43  44 45 46 

47 48 49     50  51    

52    53    54    

55   56    57    

 buckscountyherald.com/donate

Join the Friends of the Herald who are keeping 
local journalism alive in our community.

Without you, 
our stories may go untold.

All contributions are fully tax-deductible.

Photo:  Marissa Jacobs

Family Service Association of 
Bucks County has named Julie 
Dees as the nonprofit organiza-
tion’s chief executive officer as of 
Jan. 1.

She has been serving as acting 
chief executive officer since Aug. 
28. Dees will be responsible for 
advancing the strategic direction 
of Family Service in addition to 
managing the day-to-day opera-
tions.

Dees brings over 20 years of 
both clinical and leadership ex-
perience with a proven record of 
exceptional results. She brings to 
the role a reputation for fostering 
organizational growth, staff devel-
opment, and developing positive 
community relationships.

“Being able to commit my life’s 
work to our mission to listen, care 

and help every day is both a priv-
ilege and responsibility that I take 

very seriously,” said Dees. “My 
roots are in Bucks County, so in-
vesting in our local community 
is a natural extension of my past, 
present and future.”

Dees previously served as the 
director of behavioral health at 
Penn Presbyterian Medical Cen-
ter, where she founded and led the 
Penn Center for Opioid Recovery 
and Engagement (CORE) team.

Dees has two grown children 
and lives with her wife in Bala 
Cynwyd. Dees is a decorated 
United States Air Force veteran 
who received her master’s degree 
in psychological counseling from 
La Salle University, Master’s of 
Business Administration from 
West Texas A&M University, and 
her bachelor’s degree in psycholo-
gy from DeSales University.

Family Service Association names 
Julie Dees chief executive officer

Mercer County Community 
College’s (MCCC’s) James Ker-
ney Campus (JKC) Gallery has 
kicked off its first in-person pho-
tography show in almost a year.

The exhibit, “Resist Conve-
nience,” showcases the photog-
raphy of Heather Palecek and is 
available for viewing through 
April 1. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays at 137 N. 
Broad St., Trenton, by appoint-
ment.

Palecek, who is based in Ham-
ilton, N.J., is an artist and edu-
cator who works in the mediums 
of pinhole photography, lumen 
printing, cyanotype and mixed 
media cameraless photography.

She is a curator of the popu-
lar MCCC “Third Thursdays” 
photography exhibits along with 
Habiyb Shu’Aib and host Michael 
Chovan-Dalton that bring photog-
raphers together with the public 
once a month. Her work centers 
around the theme of relationships 
and explores connections humans 
have to nature and to each other. 

For information, visit JKCGal-
lery.online. 

JKC Gallery showcases 
Heather Palecek

COURTESY OF HEATHER PALECEK 

The photography of Heather Palecek is on view by appointment at 
the JKC Gallery in Trenton, N.J.

Doylestown native 
Maryanne V. Scott has 
published “An Eight 
Year Goodbye,” a 
memoir about  her fam-
ily’s journey with Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Samuel Valenti 
grew up during the 
Great Depression, 
working on the family 
farm in New Jersey. 
He married the love 
of his life and had a 
daughter and son.

Later in his life, 
Valenti started to lose 
his precious memories 
and abilities to Alz-
heimer’s disease. His 
slow cognitive decline 
lasted for eight long 
years with his children 
by his side.

“An Eight-Year 
Goodbye” is the story 
of his journey through 
this debilitating illness with 
some suggestions from the au-
thor on how to handle some of 
the heartbreaking challenges 
Alzheimer’s presents.

It is also a story of love and 

compassion as Valenti’s chil-
dren watch their father go from 
the vital, independent, vibrant 
man that they grew up with to 
the feeble, confused man who 
was no longer able to communi-
cate with his family.

Memoir describes family’s 
Alzheimer’s journey

A Doylestown native writes about a family 
member’s Alzheimer’s disease.

JULIE DEES

Pineville Tavern nears approval 
for greenhouse dining

Continued from page A1
vin will be required, as will turn-
ing off the lights in the green-
house once the final customer 
has vacated the area. Similarly, 
parking lot lights will also be 
turned off when the last staff 
member leaves for the night.

Abruzzese indicated that he 
was agreeable to meeting those 
and other conditions. “We want 
to make our neighbors happy,” 
he said.

Built in the 18th century, the 
Pineville has been a feed mill, 
general store, hotel and tavern. 

When liquor licenses became 
mandatory in the mid-1800s, 
the Pineville was one of the 
original 13 recipients of such 
a license in Bucks County. The 
Abruzzese family purchased the 
Pineville in 1989 and continue 
to operate it.
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IN BUCKINGHAM GREEN on Rt. 202, 5 miles south of New Hope
4920 York Road, Holicong, PA  18928
215-794-4300  •  www.silvermangallery.com

Silverman Gallery
B U C K S    C O U N T Y    I M P R E S S I O N I S T   A R T

•JOSEPH BARRETT
Clouds Over Delaware Canal - 24 x 24 inches, oil on linen

www.meadowspetroleum.com • 610-847-HEAT

ALWAYS WELCOMING
NEW CUSTOMERS!

COD • Automatic Delivery •
No Card Fees • Online Ordering • HVAC Service

ORDER
ONLINE

(4328)

WINTER’S NOT DONE YET...ORDER AT A QUARTER!!

Gratz Gallery and Conserva-
tion Studio is again partnering 
with Invaluable.com to ring in 
the spring season with its fourth 
annual Fine American Paintings 
Sale and Live Online Auction 
event, beginning at noon Sunday, 
March 21. 

The sale will present almost 
100 lots of fine art by American 
and European artists. Included 
are a wide selection of impres-
sionist, realist, folk art, modern, 
abstract and surrealist art, dec-
orative art, as well as a few un-
known treasures and gems.

Works included in the sale re-
flect a wide spectrum of Amer-
ican art genres, from 18th, 19th 
and 20th centuries’ Hudson Riv-
er style and American Impres-
sionism, all the way to 20th and 
21st centuries’ contemporary and 
modern art.

Some of the highlights repre-
sented are a rare Pennsylvania 
landscape by famed furniture 

designer Wharton Esherick, 
“Kaaterskill Falls,” a landscape 
by Hudson River painter John 
Frederick Kensett, an elegant, 
environmental female portrait 
by Charles Courtney Curran, 
and impressionist landscapes 
by John Pierce Barnes, Emile 
Gruppe, and Henry Snell.

Included also are bold and 
colorful autumn foliage paint-
ings by S. George Phillips and 
classic Bucks County winter 
snow scenes by Walter Emerson 
Baum. The sale offers a greatly 
varied selection of paintings, 
etchings and drawings of all me-
diums. 

Also included in this sale are 
paintings by Philadelphia artists 
and Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts students and teach-
ers like surrealist Leon Kelly, 
abstract painter Leonard Nelson 
and African American painter 
Bernard Harmon, who created 
vibrant, large scale, expressionist 

portraits of friends and students.
A special cross section of paint-

ings in various mediums is includ-
ed of the very prolific painter and 
Pennsylvania Academy student, 

Albert Van Nesse Greene. It was 
at the Academy that he studied 
under and was greatly influenced 
by the noted Pennsylvania im-
pressionist Daniel Garber.

Last but not least the sale is 
highlighting a fine collection of 
paintings by American folk artist 
David Ellinger, whose life and 
connection to rural Pennsylvania 
produced a quintessential repre-
sentation of Pennsylvania Dutch 
family and farm life in his works. 
Visit the Gratz Gallery website 
for a full auction catalogue link. 

This is an online exclusive 
auction, held in cooperation with 
the auction platform Invaluable.
com. Interested bidders must 
register and place bids with the 
gallery’s online auction collabo-
rators. Invaluable.com allows for 
both absentee and live real-time 
online bidding. For added conve-
nience, download the Invaluable 
app to your smart phone. Floor 
bids are accepted by telephone 
only.

In-person preview opportuni-
ties at Gratz Gallery and Conser-
vation Studio in Doylestown are 
by appointment only.

Gratz Gallery presents Fine American Paintings Sale 

“Amish School” is an oil on canvas by David Ellinger (1913 - 2003).

March is unpredictable: some 
years it’s “in like a lion and out like 
a lamb,” some years it’s the oppo-
site.

This month’s Artsbridge’s Dis-
tinguished Artist, Adriana Groza, 

celebrates and captures the 
unpredictable in her “go-
with-the-flow” abstract 
fluid acrylic paintings. On 
Thursday, March 18, she 
will demonstrate her unusu-

al brush-free 
technique 
and will 
show some 
of her work 
at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom.

“My best 
works are 
active and 
imply move-
ment across 
the space, or 
they emerge 
from, or de-
scend into 
space for the 
observer,” Groza 
said.

She applies her 
foundation color 
and then allows her 
feelings and imagi-

nation to wander free with the fluid 
pigments.

“I am unlocked to bring to light 
what arises on the canvas before 
me. In that sense, I am as much a 
spectator as a creator, as my paint-
ings take shape.”

Several unconventional instru-
ments and techniques are used to 
move the paint around without a 
brush. Her demonstration will show 
the surprising effects achievable 
with fluid acrylics.

 Born in Transylvania, Romania, 
Groza lives and works in Hamilton 
N.J. To learn more about her, vis-
it her website. To register for the 
Zoom presentation, “A Fluid Art 
Experience, Art With Fluid Acryl-
ics,” visit artsbridgeonline.com/
site/.

Adriana Groza is next Artsbridge 
Distinguished Artist

America’s History Live contin-
ues at the Bucks County Visitor 
Center, 3207 Street Road, Bensa-
lem, through March 21.

Its focus is on the anti-slavery 
and women’s suffrage move-
ments, featuring the historic 
“Newtown Hall” of Newtown.

Life-sized replicas of many 
of the nation’s abolitionists, and 
early women’s suffrage pioneers 
are on display, spanning America 
from the early 1800s through the 
early 1900s. The exhibition also 
honors several key women from 
Pennsylvania who were instru-

mental in the women’s right to 
vote.

The Bucks County Children’s 
Corner of artwork and crafts – 
in celebration of Black History 
Month and Women’s  History 
Month – with students’ artwork 
submissions is on display.

America’s History Live orga-
nizer Shirley Lee Corsey reached 
out to surrounding school dis-
tricts, including Bensalem, the 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit, 
and Council Rock. The artwork 
theme is “What does Black His-
tory/Women’s History mean to 

you?”
“We sought to showcase the 

children’s creativity by support-
ing various forms of artistic ex-
pressions they wished to create – 
drawings, paintings, writings and/
or poetry. Each of the top artwork 
winners to-date have been notified 
they will receive a $25 gift card.

Students with their parents, 
teacher, and/or school adminis-
trator are invited to “MASK-UP” 
and come to the Bucks County 
Visitor Center at 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday March 20, to receive their 
gift.

Children’s artwork honors 
Black history, women’s history months

Children’s artwork celebrates Black 
history.

Children’s artwork celebrates women’s history.

“Wine down” and re-invigorate 
with the Arts & Cultural Coun-
cil of Bucks County at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 18, on Zoom for 
art-inspired casual conversation 
and creative camaraderie.

Join in for a special arts pre-
sentation by Bucks County fine 
artist Cindy Roesinger, who will 
talk about her Cadence series of 
paintings. Participants can enjoy 
a casual “get together” following 
her presentation.

Register in advance for the 
event at us02web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZwvcO-ppzkoHt-
JsWRJTDgKwiKZnzGAnPjfv. 
After registering, you will receive 
a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the 
meeting.

Artist Chats will continue 
monthly on the third Thursday 
of the month. There is no fee for 
these programs.

Arts and Cultural Council 
presents Artist Chat online

“Imaginary Seascape” is by Adriana Groza.

“Self Portrait” is by Adriana Groza.

“Cadence #37” is an oil on canvas by Cindy Roesinger.
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John Dwyer

“The Diary of Anne Frank” 
(a.k.a. “The Diary of a Young 
Girl”) is one of the seminal pieces 
of 20th century literature.

It was written during the WWII 
Nazi occupation by Anne when 
the Frank family went into hiding 
in what is now known as “the se-
cret annex” of Otto Frank’s  busi-
ness, Opetka in Amsterdam in the 
Nazi-occupied Netherlands.

They went into hiding because 
their eldest daughter, Margot, had 
received papers that she would be 
going off to a work camp. They 
were accompanied by Otto’s 
business partner, Hermann Van 
Pels, and his wife, Auguste and, 
son Peter. Eventually, they were 
joined by the Pels’s dentist, Fritz 
Pfeffer.

The first diary was bought by 
Anne’s father for her 13th birth-
day, which would have been her 
bas mitzvah…the day the child 
became a woman on June 12, 
1942.  Ironically, the Franks were 
Jewish progressives and did not 
observe that tradition. It goes to 
August 1944, when they were 
sent to the concentration camp. 
Anne was 15, when she died of 
typhus in the Bergen-Belsen con-
centration camp in 1945.

The play was written in 1955 
by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett and was later adapted for 
a movie in 1959. In the diary, play 
and movie, different characters’ 
names were changed. The Van 
Pels became the Van Daans and 
Pfeffer, the dentist, became Albert 
Dussel. 

It is must-see theater at Music 
Mountain Theatre in Lambert-
ville, N.J. The cast, expertly di-
rected by Molly Chase, has given 
us so much to think about. Our 
own present time may not be his-
tory repeating itself, but it feels 
like it’s rhyming.

Antisemitism is still alive, as is 
racism and others. Generational 
blame for present circumstances 

exists. Hiding then and quarantine 
now weighs heavy on the soul. 
The whole piece and its execution 
breathes relevance. 

This play is the very meaning 
of ensemble. Much credit is given 
to the Chase, whose last project at 
Music Mountain was the equal-
ly excellent production of “The 
Laramie Project.”

Ari Gelb plays Anne with de-
light and wonder, as this girl 
becomes a woman. At different 
points her Anne is giddy with joy, 
frustrated, angry and oddly bewil-
dered at her changing body and 
her attraction to boys.

Tyler Brennan as Peter Van 
Daan doesn’t seem to act but is. 
He is that natural, which is to say 
that good.

Alex Klein, as Putti Van Daan, 
Mr. Frank’s business associate, 
is an actor’s actor. Having ap-
peared recently as an insane man, 
a school child, a ghost and now a 
middle-aged Jewish businessman, 
his talent is truly impressive.

JoMarie Apelt has the showy 
role of Petronella Van Daan, Put-
ti’s wife, that won Shelly Winters 
an Oscar in the film. She wrings 
every nuance out of her role. She 
made big choices and it has paid 
off with big wins.

Kudos to Erik Snyder and Lar-

en Waksman as Anne’s parents, 
the ever-versatile Roger Madding 
as Mr. Dussel, as well as the ex-
cellent pair of Madison Kotn-
arowski and Mike Prikril as the 
household’s intermediaries with 
the outside world. 

A special acknowledgment to 
the work done by Karl Weigand 
for set design, construction and 
dressing and to the amazing Chris 
Cichon for lighting.

The atmospherics are import-
ant. The space needs to be claus-
trophobic for the 10-member cast 
but spread enough apart so Ci-
chon can throw a spot on a two 
person scene.

God’s creation took six days 
and rest. As there are only four 
days between changing shows, 
Cichon creates the sun and 
Weigand the earth in less than 
four. Impressive. Especially in 
the context, that for two years the 
Frank lived in that world and this 
cast and we the audience are priv-
ileged and terrified for two hours 
to live in it again.

The show runs three weekends 
ending on March 21. You can at-
tend the show both live and virtu-
ally. The theater observes COVID 
protocols and has an air scrubber 
HVAC.  For information and tick-
ets, visit musicmountaintheatre.

Timely “Diary of Anne Frank” 
at Music Mountain is a must-see

The cast of “The Diary of Anne Frank” performs at Music Mountain 
Theatre in Lambertville, N.J.

The Mercer Museum & Font-
hill Castle, operated by the Bucks 
County Historical Society (BCHS), 
have announced a new slate of vir-
tual programs this spring that are de-
signed to bring local history and the 
legacy of Henry Chapman Mercer 
and his concrete castles in the heart 
of Bucks County, to audiences in 
their own homes.

Throughout the months of March 
and April, these virtual experienc-
es will showcase the architectural 
beauty and historic significance of 
the Mercer Museum and Fonthill 
Castle, and invite online viewers 
to learn more about the buildings 
and the vision of the man who built 
them.

By combining recorded film, his-
toric photographs and live virtual 
interactions with museum guides, 
these virtual programs offer a new 
way to experience Smithsonian-af-

filiate museums in the digital age.
The virtual programs, all pre-

sented via Zoom, cover a variety 
of topics for audiences of all ages, 
including virtual tours of the Mer-
cer Museum’s Central Court, Font-
hill Castle’s labyrinth-like interior, 
Henry Mercer’s legacy and per-
sonal story, family programs in a 
Colonial-style log house, and guest 
speakers covering specialized local 
history topics.

“These new virtual programs are 
designed to educate, inspire and 
delight. We are always looking for 
new ways to create meaningful cul-
tural experiences, and are thrilled 
that virtual programming makes our 
castles more accessible than ever,” 
said BCHS Vice President of Com-
munity Services & Marketing Mar-
jan Shirzad.

Offerings include:
Virtual tour – Highlights of Font-

hill Castle, at various dates and 
times;

Virtual Lecture – Henry Chap-
man Mercer: A Legacy Built in 
Concrete, 6 to 7 p.m.  Wednesdays: 
March 31 and April 28;

Friends of BCHS– Virtual Lec-
ture: The Private Henry Mercer, 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Monday, March 
15;.

Virtual Family Program – Colo-
nial Farm Experience, 1 to 2 p.m. 
Fridays: March 12 and April 23;

Virtual Family Program – Meet 
the Makers: Bartering in Colonial 
Times, 1 to 2 p.m. Fridays: March 
19 and April 16; and

Virtual Lecture – Postcards of 
Bucks County: The Complete Ar-
nold Brothers Series, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 27.

For information and registration, 
visit mercermuseum.org/virtualpro-
grams.

Mercer Museum, Fonthill Castle offer 
new slate of virtual programs

BROOKE STRAITON

“Meet the Makers: Bartering in Colonial Times” is among the vir-
tual programs being made available by the Bucks County Historical 
Society.

On Monday, March 15, a new 
operatic event will showcase 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s favorite 
arias on what would have been 
her 88th birthday.

Presented by the National 
Museum of American Jewish 
History (NMAJH), Opera Phil-
adelphia, and the Lowell Milk-
en Center for Music of Ameri-
can Jewish Experience at The 
UCLA Herb Alpert School of 
Music, “For the Love of Opera: 
Celebrating RBG’s 88th Birth-
day” will feature commentary as 
well as performances recorded 
this month in NMAJH’s Dell 
Theater and UCLA’s Schoen-
berg Hall.

A lifelong opera fan and ad-
vocate, Ginsburg often spoke 
publicly about her love for the 
art form. The plots of her favor-
ite operas often paralleled her 
professional pursuit of justice. 
“For the Love of Opera” will 
feature arias from her favorite 
operas and highlight operas that 
deal with legal issues, justice, 
and equality.

A longtime member of NMA-
JH, Justice Ginsburg became the 

21st inductee into the museum’s 
Only in America Gallery/Hall of 
Fame in 2019.

For The Love of Opera will 
air at 8 p.m. March 15 via Face-
book Live on the NMAJH, Op-
era Philadelphia and the Lowell 
Milken Center Facebook pages, 
with a limited number of Zoom 
slots also available. It also will 
be available on-demand after the 
event. Visit nmajh.org/events/
for-the-love-of-opera/ to learn 
more.

For the Love of Opera celebrates 
anniversary of RBG’s birth

SUPREME COURT 
OF THE UNITED STATES

The late U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Bucks County Community 
College’s Wordsmiths Reading 
Series invites the public to hear 
award-winning poets Lynn Levin 
and Grady Chambers read from 
their works at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 12.

Hosted by program director 
Ethel Rackin, the reading series 
is presented live on the college’s 
YouTube channel, YouTube.
com/BucksCCC. The event is 
free and no registration is needed.

Levin is a poet, writer, trans-
lator, and teacher. Her most 
recent poetry collection, “The 
Minor Virtues” (Ragged Sky, 
2020), was listed as one of spring 
2020’s best books by The Phil-
adelphia Inquirer. Her poems 
have appeared in Boulevard, The 
Hopkins Review, Artful Dodge, 
Rattle, on Garrison Keillor’s 
The Writer’s Almanac, and other 
places. 

Her previous poetry collec-
tions include “Miss Plastique,” 
“Fair Creatures of an Hour,” and 
“Imaginarium.” She is the trans-
lator from Spanish of “Birds on 
the Kiswar Tree” by Odi Gonza-
les and co-author of “Poems for 
the Writing: Prompts for Poets.” 
The 1999 Bucks County Poet 
Laureate, Levin teaches at Drexel 
University. Her website is lynn-
levinpoet.com. 

Chambers is the author of 
“North American Stadiums” 

(Milkweed Editions), winner of 
the inaugural Max Ritvo Poetry 
Prize. His poems and stories have 
appeared in The Paris Review, 
Boaat, 32 Poems, American Po-
etry Review, The Sun, and else-
where. Chambers, a former Wal-
lace Stegner Fellow in Creative 
Writing at Stanford University, 

lives in Philadelphia. His website 
is gradychambers.com. 

The Wordsmiths Reading Se-
ries continues at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, April 16, with poets Maggie 
Smith and Cleveland Wall.

To learn more, contact Pro-
fessor Ethel Rackin at Ethel.
Rackin@bucks.edu.

Wordsmiths Reading Series features 
award-winning poets at BCCC

See the world from home 
with National Geographic

Bucks County Community Col-
lege brings the world to your living 
room with National Geographic 
Live!, online events featuring live 
question-and-answer sessions with 
NatGeo moderators.

Presented by Bucks Live!, the next 
event is at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 
16, with “Feats of Filmmaking.” 

Meet two filmmakers known for 
capturing extreme feats of adventure 
in some of the world’s most remote 
and inhospitable environments.

Bryan Smith brings stories of 

adventure to the screen from the 
South Pacific’s deepest canyons to 
the frozen waters of Niagara Falls. 
And Keith Ladzinski takes on the 
seemingly impossible — including 
chasing tornadoes, or hanging from 
massive natural arches — to docu-
ment the endeavors of the world’s 
most elite adventurers.

Tickets for NatGeo Live! are $5. 
A link to view the online presenta-
tion will be emailed upon ticket pur-
chase. To purchase, visit bucks.edu/
tickets.
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Phil Eiseman
Eiseman Construction Co.

Bad winters cause many headaches for 
homeowners and community associations: 
sore backs from shoveling, empty bank ac-
counts from high heating, bills from hiring 
plows, and general cabin fever. Just when 
the drudgery of winter should be lifting and 
the warm sun of spring coming, ice dams can 
wreak havoc inside homes. It is important to 
understand that ice dams and resulting leakage 
are a weather-related phenomenon that can oc-
cur on a structurally sound, healthy roof.

Ice dams occur when a large amount of 
snow or ice accumulates on the roof and then 
begins to melt. The snow melts by either the 
daytime sun or because too much heat is es-
caping through the roof. Afternoon sun may 
reach certain areas of a roof, like the top, and 
be blocked from other areas. As a result, it may 
be nearly impossible in some cases to prevent 
an ice dam from forming. The melted snow 
reaches the edge of the roof or the gutters, and 
the water turns into ice. 

The ice forms at the roof edge because the 
roof over-hang does not benefit from home 
heat escaping higher up on the roof. Even if 
the attic is properly insulated, the metal of the 
gutters is colder than the roof, so when the wa-
ter reaches the gutter, it can quickly turn to ice. 
This ridge of ice is called an ice dam.

When additional snow melts, the ice dam 
prevents water from running off the roof. The 

water backs up underneath shingles, flows into 
the home, and causes interior water damage. 
Real catastrophe can happen when late win-
ter or early spring rains start before those ice 
dams have time to melt. Ice dams can result 
in significant damage to home interiors, and 
if left unrepaired, to roofing structures. There 
are simple steps homeowners can do to protect 

their home from ice dams.
1. Ensure that all gutters are clean prior to 

the first snowfall. Clean gutters give trickling 
water the proper avenue off the roof.

2. Make sure attics are properly vented. Cor-
rect roof ventilation ensures heat is not trapped 
in the attic facilitating snow melt. Pay special 
attention to bathroom fans and dryer vents 
which blow warm, moist air into your attic 
space when not vented outside.

3. Attics need to be properly insulated. The 
proper amount of insulation will prevent heat 
from escaping the attic. Also, high hats or re-
cessed lights produce significant amounts of 
heat when they are mounted into the ceiling 
and not properly insulated.

4. Lower pitched roofs are more susceptible 
to leakage should an ice dam form. Be sure to 
pay particular attention to prevention efforts in 
these areas.

For those preparing for a re-roofing project, 
there are roofing products designed to mitigate 
interior damage caused by ice damming. Wa-
terproof leak barrier installed under the shin-
gles is standard in roofing design. 

The leak barrier products do not prevent 
the formation of ice dams. Rather they are a 
defense to help keep water that has already 
backed up under the shingles from penetrating 
the roof and entering the home’s interior. The 
width of the leak barrier/ice dam protect mem-
brane may be determined by the homeowner or 
reroofing project manager. 

Generally, the leak barrier product is between 

3 and 6 feet wide. The wider the leak barrier, 
the more protection it provides if water starts 
to back up on the roof. Roofing professionals 
recommend 6 feet of protective leak barrier.  
This is also the recommended distance for the 
more robust roofing warranties which exist for 
consumers, such as the GAF Golden Pledge 
and the Certainteed 5 STAR warranty. The 
products recommended for your next roofing 
project are, for instance, GAF’s weather watch 
and Certainteed’s winter guard.

Also, if gutter cleaning is not a priority, a 
gutter guard system should be considered.

If, despite your best efforts, ice dams have 
formed on your roof, roofers and insurance 
agents caution homeowners against trying to 
remove ice and snow themselves. Roof ice can 
make inspections and remedies dangerous. If 
an active leak from ice damming has formed, 
the immediate relief is to either remove the 
snow, remove the ice dam, or remove some 
of both. Removing the ice dam requires work 
that can damage the roof material. As a result, 
assessment and repair is best left to roofing 
professionals.

Ice dams are a winter headache. Preven-
tion and quick remedial action are the keys to 
avoiding substantial property loss and repair 
costs. Roofing professionals are available to 
inspect and recommend the best prevention 
and repair options for your home or commu-
nity association.

Are you dammed up?

For more than 94 years, 
Mastroieni Furniture has 
made a point of knowing 
their customers and making 
sure that the furniture they 
sell fits their customers’ 
particular lifestyle. Run today 
by the fourth generation 
of Mastroienis, grandsons 
Nicholas and Lawrence 
Jr., the store still runs by 
the philosophy of treating 
the customer with friendly, 
hassle-free professionalism.

Mastroieni Furniture is 
nearby on Bethlehem Pike 
in Montgomeryville. Their 
large, modern store carries a 
large selection of furniture for 
every room in the house, from 
bedrooms to living rooms, 
dining rooms to home offices. 
If a particular item is not 
available on the showroom 
floor, sales associates are 
more than happy to place an 

order for you.
The furniture at 

Mastroieni’s is beautiful 
and made in America from 
natural materials. The 
quality and workmanship 
are evident but it’s the value 
that Mastroieni’s offers 
that sets them apart. The 
sales staff specializes in 
assisting customers who 
are downsizing into smaller 
homes.

Mastroieni Furniture is 
located at 1113 Bethlehem 
Pike in Montgomeryville. 
They can also be reached 
at 215-643-6372 or by 
email at 1mastroieni@
comcast.net. Walk through 
some of their collections at 
mastroienifurniture.com.

Submitted by 
Mastroieni Furniture

Over ninety-four years of putting customers first
Over Ninety-three years of putting customers first

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Nestled in the woods on 9 private acres, just 
moments to Lambertville, this custom log home 
exudes rustic charm.  Open floor plan dining & 
great room opens to the eat-in kitchen, main floor 
primary ensuite bedroom, 1st floor laundry. 3 
beds/2½ baths. Delaware Township, NJ. $549,000.

   
   

   
   

 H
IS

TO

RIC 5 BRM

Perfectly intertwining old with new, this home’s 
origins date back to1885. Tastefully renovated 
and expanded, without compromising its historic 
grandeur and old world charm. 5 bedrooms, 2½ 
baths, including a third floor retreat-like main 
suite. New Hope, PA. $1,195,000.

River Valley
RealtyLLC

Lambertville, NJ 609.397.3007
Flemington, NJ 908.751.7000
New Hope, PA 215.321.3228 www.RiverValleyInfo.com

Real Estate Services in Bucks, 
Hunterdon, & Mercer Counties

   
   

   
   

 O
PE

N 

HOUSE

Walk to all your favorite spots. Large living room 
with plenty of natural light, recently updated eat-
in kitchen with farm sink. First floor bedroom 
and full bath. Paver patio yard & privacy fencing. 
3 beds/2 baths. Lambertville, NJ. $419,000.
Sunday March 14th 1-3. 27 North Franklin St.

Hugh A. Marshall 
Landscape Contractors, Inc
A Full-Service Design, Build & Maintenance Firm 

New Hope • 215-862-2291
www.HughMarshallLandscape.com

The Hugh A. Marshall Landscape 
Contractors, Inc. team promises 
to leave your property looking 
wonderful, enhancing both the 
value of your home and your 
ability to enjoy it!
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Believing in something big-
ger than oneself has always has 
been important to me and being 
a part of a real estate communi-
ty that is rich in history, culture 
and the arts has helped me to 
achieve that goal. When I help 
families, friends and those look-
ing to settle in an area where 
George Washington crossed the 
Delaware or where Benjamin 
Franklin flew his kite, it gives me 
a sense of pride and joy knowing 
I can make that happen. Come 
explore and share the excitement 
of the real estate world and com-
munity where I work and play in 
- scenic Bucks County, PA. You 
will quickly discover what I have 
known for years - that being an 
integral part of this desirable area 
is truly being a part of something 
much bigger than ourselves and 
that is indeed very special. The 

community where I help clients 
realize the dream of home own-
ership is breathtaking- from the 
beautiful country farm estates 
where William Penn signed an 
important treaty, to a charming 
home in the heart of the quaint 
river town of New Hope, where 
famed film actress Billie Burke, 
who played Glinda the Good 
Witch from the Wizard of Oz, 
called home ...and we all know 
there is no place like home! This 
makes what I do for a living much 
more than a job ... it is always an 
interesting adventure. Come and 
join our team and find the home 
of your dreams ...it is no wonder 
we are referred to as the premier 
“Bucks County Dream Team.”  
Matchmaker of properties with 
people ... #LetDoThis 

— Submitted by 
Sharon Spadaccini

No Place Like Home

Sharon Spadaccini, REALTOR®, SRES
The Sharon Ermel Spadaccini Team

6319 Lower York Road • New Hope, PA 18938
c: 215-704-1290 | o: 215-862-3385 | f: 215-862-6406

Licensed in PA (RS187534L) & NJ (1967629)

Since COVID-19 hit in early 2020, real 
estate transactions have continued safely 
in Pennsylvania.  

The Real Estate Commission, with the 
assistance of the National Association 
of Realtors, put guidelines into place for 
brokerages across the state to follow for 
the safety of consumers, real estate pro-
fessionals and others working in the field. 
Local realtors are following these guide-
lines closely so they can safely help their 
clients realize their real estate goals.

The basic protection of masks is re-
quired for all meetings with clients and 
property viewings contain no more than 
three people at a time. Standard practices 
also include wearing gloves and booties 
for property viewings, depending on cus-
tomer preferences or requirements of a 
property seller. 

Sellers are advised to prepare their home 
for property viewings by having all lights 
on and closet doors open for the purpose 
of minimizing touch in their homes. Many 
sellers provide wipes or hand sanitizer in 
the homes for sanitation purposes. The 
real estate professional will often have 
it with them as well. Many realtors wipe 
down countertops, doorknobs and railings 
after showings. Fresh booties and gloves 

are used for each showing.
Property buyers, sellers, realtors, 

contractors and inspectors are asked to 
complete a health and safety acknowl-
edgement form answering some health-re-
lated questions before entering a property. 
Questions about possible exposure, status 
of one’s current health and the like are 
asked either verbally or completed on a 
form to be provided to a listing agent be-
fore entry to a property. The seller has the 
ultimate approval, based on how the form 
is completed, to allow or decline someone 
entering their home.

This year has seen a busy seller’s mar-
ket due to low inventory, record low in-
terest rates and a high number of qualified 
buyers seeking lifestyle changes or look-
ing to make real estate investments. If you 
are considering selling your home, now 
would be a good time to contact a real es-
tate professional.

This year has seen a busy seller’s market 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic.

Selling real estate during a pandemic
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Furniture, especially well-built 
furniture, is meant to stand the test 
of time. Not only is it beautiful, 
often offering expertly-interlocking, 
hand-carved wood, custom stitching, 
and artistic accents, but it serves 
a purpose in your home. Furniture 
provides rest when you need it, con-
versation with friends and a space to 
create what you love.

Why would you give that all up 
because its exterior looks a little 
worn?

At Bucks County Furniture Resto-
ration, we provide a better alterna-
tive. Our local, family-owned com-
pany serves all the repair, restoration 
and furniture revitalization needs for 
our customers in Bucks, Montgom-
ery and Hunterdon counties. Our 
professionals work with all types of 
furniture pieces to give them a new 
look, new life and the former place 

that they held in your home.
Bucks County Furniture Resto-

ration uses a mix of time-honored 
refinishing methods and the most 
modern technology to provide you 
with services our competitors can’t 
match.  We have experience and 
expertise in: stripping, reupholstery, 
glass bending, marble and metal pol-
ishing, furniture repair and finishing, 
refinishing, lamp and seat repair, 
conversions and knife sharpening.

We invite you to visit our show-
room and take advantage of more 
than 30 years of professional experi-
ence and see our difference for your-
self. Using our outstanding attention 
to detail, we can work with both new 
and antique items to give them a 
country feel that you will love.

Submitted by
Bucks County Furniture Restoration

Bucks County Furniture Restoration
New life for your furniture

5s

215.348.8111   •   15 W. State Street, Doylestown, Next to Starbucks

A Privately Owned Firm Serving You Since 1963
View All Our Listings at www.ClassHarlan.com

Plumstead Twp.
$199,000

Lower Gwynedd Twp.
$800,000

Quakertown Boro
$579,000

Doylestown Boro
$1,195,000

Buckingham Twp.
$1,175/month

Plumstead Twp.
$774,900

Abington Twp.
$299,900

Buckingham Twp.
$2500/month

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

5 ACRES
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SEE HOW VALUABLE ZERO CAN BE. 
There are comfortable seats, storage for easy 
access to your gear, and smooth-riding rear 
drive tires. With our Accel Deep™ mower 
deck and up to 7 mph (11 km/h) forward 
ground speed, you can really see why the Z300 
Series zero-turn mowers are at home in your 

backyard. “Impressive” comes standard!
GET MORE DONE WITH LESS EFFORT. 
Mow better, faster with the Z500 Series. It 
features mower decks in three cutting widths, 
three unique seats, and a 4.5-gallon (17 Liter) 
fuel tank to keep you going full speed ahead. 
Because when it comes to a great looking 

lawn, nothing should slow you down.  Cut & 
Sewn Comfortable Seats + LED Lighting for 
Low Light Conditions.
Z700 SERIES ~ WHEN YOU WANT 
EVERYTHING FROM A ZERO-TURN 
MOWER. Perfect your lawn with ease using 
our heavy-duty zero-turn mowers. With 
23-25 horsepower* and three different High-
capacity PRO mower decks, the Z700 mowers 
guarantee you spend less time working on 
your property and more time relaxing in it.

Strong Welded Frame, Large Fuel Tank, 
Fast Speed, Commercial Grade Engine, High 
Capacity PRO Mower Decks, (available in 
48”, 54”,60”)

Roll-Over Protective Bar (folds down to 

fit in storage shed), Integrated Park Brake, 
Canopy  Available, Rear Bumper, String 
Trimmer Rack
WE ARE RIGHT WITH YOU ~ CALL 
“LITTLE’S” YOUR JOHN DEERE 
DEALER!  Committed turf experts dig into 
what you need. Factory-trained service and 
parts professionals ensure that your equipment 
keeps working as hard as you do. So, let’s get 
to work, together.

For More Information visit  www.relittle.
com  or visit our showrooms in Silverdale, 
Hatboro or Zieglerville, Pa.

Submitted by 
Robert E. Little Inc.

Little’s John Deere carries the new Z Track series of Zero Turn mowers 

7 Models Under $3499. USD ~ Bumper to Bumper Warranty
Run with Us ~ See  the “Z track” series of Zero Turn Mowers (Z300, Z500, and Z700 
Series)R

Hugh A. Marshall Landscape Contractors, Inc. offers a 
variety of sizes of roll-off dumpsters from 10-40 cu-
bic yards. Our specialized trucks haul away all of your 
unwanted material from construction sites to residential 
homes.We have a large selection of demolition and 
construction equipment, all professionally operated for 
your project.
The Hugh A. Marshall Landscape Contractors, Inc.  
team a.k.a. Hughman Power (get it ...Human Power) 
has always taken a green approach to Clean out Ser-
vices. Our goals, to recycle, reduce and reuse, play an 
integral part in our disposal process. We want to give 

our customers the peace of mind that their items 
are not heading straight into a landfill.  We work 
hard to make the transition as efficient and cost 
effective as possible. We have years of expe-
rience in estate liquidation and clean outs of 
sheds, garages, attics, barns and entire homes.

Existing-home sales rose in Janu-
ary, marking two consecutive months of 
growth, according to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors. From a month-over-month 
perspective, buying activity varied in the 
major regions. Year-over-year, all four ar-
eas recorded double-digit gains in January.

Total existing-home sales, completed 
transactions that include single-family 
homes, townhomes, condominiums and 
co-ops, increased 0.6% from December to 
a seasonally-adjusted annual rate of 6.69 
million in January. Sales in total climbed 
year-over-year, up 23.7% from a year ago 
(5.41 million in January 2020).

“Home sales continue to ascend in the 
first month of the year, as buyers quick-
ly snatched up virtually every new listing 
coming on the market,” said Lawrence 
Yun, NAR’s chief economist. “Sales easily 
could have been even 20% higher if there 
had been more inventory and more choic-
es.”

The median existing-home price for all 
housing types in January was $303,900, 
up 14.1% from January 2020, as prices in-
creased in every region. January’s national 
price jump marks 107 straight months of 
year-over-year gains.

Whereas much of the economy has suf-
fered due to COVID-19, the housing sec-
tor has been one of the few bright spots 
according to Yun. In NAR’s latest quar-
terly report, home prices in every tracked 
U.S. metro area increased during the fourth 
quarter of 2020.

“Home sales are continuing to play a part 
in propping up the economy,” Yun said. 
“With additional stimulus likely to pass 
and several vaccines now available, the 
housing outlook looks solid for this year.”

Yun says he expects more jobs to return, 
which will spur homebuying in the coming 
months. He predicts existing-home sales 
will reach at least 6.5 million in 2021, even 
with mortgage rates likely to inch higher 
due to the rising budget deficit and higher 
inflation.

Total housing inventory at the end of 
January amounted to 1.04 million units, 
down 1.9% from December and down 
25.7% from one year ago (1.40 million). 

Unsold inventory sits at a 1.9-month supply 
at the current sales pace, equal to Decem-
ber’s supply and down from the 3.1-month 
amount recorded in January 2020. NAR 
first began tracking the single-family home 
supply in 1982.

Properties typically remained on the 
market for 21 days in January, seasonally 
even with December and down from 43 
days in January 2020. 71% of homes sold 
in January 2021 were on the market for less 

than a month.
First-time buyers were responsible for 

33% of sales in January, up from 31% in 
December 2020 and 32% in January 2020. 
NAR’s 2020 “Profile of Home Buyers and 
Sellers”  revealed that the annual share of 
first-time buyers was 31%.

Individual investors or second-home 
buyers, who account for many cash sales, 
purchased 15% of homes in January, up 
from 14% in December 2020 but down 
from 17% in January 2020. All-cash sales 
accounted for 19% of transactions in Janu-
ary, unchanged from December but down 
from 21% in January 2020.

Distressed sales (foreclosures and short 
sales) represented less than 1% of sales in 
January, equal to December’s percentage 
but down from 2% in January 2020.

“This year, more than ever, we are pre-
pared and eager to help families and neigh-
bors secure housing,” said NAR President 
Charlie Oppler, a realtor from Franklin 
Lakes, N.J. and CEO of Prominent Proper-
ties Sotheby’s International Realty. “NAR 
is working to close the racial homeowner-
ship gap, secure equal access to housing for 
all Americans and address housing afford-
ability issues plaguing communities across 
the country.”

Oppler cited NAR’s recent “Snapshot 
of Race and Home Buying in America,” 
which reported wide differences in home-
ownership rates across racial groups, and 
said more work is needed.

According to Freddie Mac, the average 
commitment rate for a 30-year, conven-
tional, fixed-rate mortgage was 2.74% 
in January, up from 2.68% in December. 
The average commitment rate across all of 
2020 was 3.11%.

Existing-home sales tick up 0.6% in January

Toll Brothers, the nation’s leading 
builder of luxury homes, today announced 
it has closed on the acquisition of a 79.6-
acre land parcel located near the intersec-
tion of DeKalb Pike and Henderson Road 
in King of Prussia, Pa. The site is the fu-
ture location of the company’s new home 

community, Stonebrook at Upper Merion. 
Construction of the sales center and mod-
el homes is set to begin in the summer of 
2021 and sales will start this fall. 

Located in the heart of King of Prussia, 
Stonebrook at Upper Merion will include 
278 new homes, including 213 two-story 

townhomes and 65 two-story single-fam-
ily home designs. Buyers will be able to 
choose from nine designs ranging from 
1,744 to 2,802 square feet.

“With floor plans designed for today’s 
buyers and unrivaled personalization op-
tions offered on-site, Stonebrook at Upper 

Merion will offer residents the best in lux-
ury living in one of King of Prussia’s most 
desirable communities,” said John Dean, 
Toll Brothers division president. “We are 
excited to bring our stunning collection 
of new home designs to this very special 
community.”

Toll Brothers announces new community in King of Prussia

The National Association of Realtors 
applauded HUD’s announcement that 
it will enforce the Fair Housing Act to 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. HUD’s 
move, based on the Supreme Court’s 
reasoning from last June’s Bostock deci-
sion, effectively expands civil rights pro-
tections to LGBTQ Americans seeking 

housing and housing-related services. The 
decision follows an executive order from 
the Biden administration directing fed-
eral agencies to implement the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation in all federal civil 
rights activities.

“NAR has long championed LGBTQ 
rights in the housing market, first calling 
for expanded protections in 2011,” said 

NAR President Charlie Oppler, a realtor 
from Franklin Lakes, N.J., and the CEO 
of Prominent Properties Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty. “There are few greater 
human needs than housing and to exclude 
LGBTQ individuals from the protections 
afforded to other Americans is cruel. This 
is a just and historic decision by HUD.”

Since 2011, NAR’s Code of Ethics 

obligates realtors to provide equal pro-
fessional service without discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. In 2013, that 
obligation was extended to include gender 
identity. 

NAR opposes discrimination in hous-
ing based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity and national origin. 

HUD to enforce Fair Housing Act, protect LGBTQ rights
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Contact Ken at classified@buckscountyherald.com

Bucks County Herald

REAL ESTATE
 Message to Advertisers

The staff of the Bucks County Herald is diligent in proofing advertising to ensure 
accuracy. However, errors can occur. Therefore, advertisers are responsible for 

checking the accuracy of their ads upon publication. The Bucks County Herald will 
be responsible for errors and/or omissions the first time an ad appears and only to the 
extent of the cost of placing the ad. If an error is found in an ad, please call 215-794-

1096 immediately and we will place a correction in the upcoming issue of the Herald.

Phone 215-794-1097    
 Fax 215-794-1109    

Contact Ken                                                      
Office Hours: 
9 AM - 5 PM 

Mon-Fri
Real Estate 
Classified 
Deadline: 

Tuesday, 3 p.m.

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE HERALD

FOR ONLY
$130 A YEAR!

Call 215-794-1096 
for information

REAL ESTATE 
AD SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call 
215-794-1097 buckscountyherald.com

Get results with the 
Bucks County Herald’s 
Real Estate Classifieds

Advertise your 
business 

in the 
Bucks County 

Herald’s

REAL 
ESTATE

SHOWCASE
Price includes color.

Call Ken Ritter 
for more information

215-794-1097
ken@buckscountyherald.com

$25 PER WEEK!

Apartment for Rent
LAMBERTVILLE
Bright & sunny 2nd floor, 1 

bedroom. Hardwood floors and 
high ceilings. $1,600/mo. includes 

most utilities. One year lease 
and 1 1/2 mo. security.
No pets, no smoking.

Call 215-801-6100

Keller Williams Luxury International
415 S. York Rd, New Hope PA 18938

Office: 215.862.1312

124 Heather Dr,
New Hope, PA 18938
$889,500
4 Bed, 3 Bath

Modern Farmhouse Style
Home in Desirable

“Seasons” Neighborhood

AC
TI
VE

4760 Church Rd,
Doylestown, PA 18902

$795,000

PE
ND
IN
G

3445 Windy Bush Rd,
New Hope, PA 18938

Sold ABOVE Asking Price!
$759,900

Sold for $770,000

SO
LD

Kathy Sberna
Direct: 215.262.9765
KathySberna@kw.com
newhopehouses.kw.com
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A BOUTIQUE REAL ESTATE FIRM WITH GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Addison Wolfe 
          Real Estate

ADDISONWOLFE.COM

 For additional information or a private tour, 
contact us at 215.862.5500

550 Union Square, New Hope, PA 18938

In this commercial hub is a 1,357 square foot retail space perfectly 
designed for an office space, mortgage company, wealth management 
office, insurance or a myriad of other commercial uses.

LOGAN SQUARE $370,000
Come see this Classic Bucks County Colonial. Simple and pure with great 
bones, this 7 room home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths offers privacy 
down a long lane with 4.3 acres surrounded by acres of preserved land. 

Donna Lacey 215.534.9143

NEW HOPE HILLS $685,000

Comprising 100 acres down a 1/4 mile long, tree-lined drive, this classic 18th C.  Bucks County farmstead boasts absolute privacy, 5 ponds, 
a waterfall, and 30 acres of “world-class” gardens. The property features a main stone farmhouse circa 1793 and two huge 19th C. dairy 
barns.

HORTULUS FARM                     $5,650,000

This property is turnkey with a quick close. Walk to town and don’t worry 
about parking. Includes high-end kitchen including Wolf appliances, custom 
closet built-ins, storage, custom cabinetry, private elevator, custom window 
treatments, stone patios w/a water feature, and a full house gas generator.

THE RESIDENCES AT RABBIT RUN $1,695,000

Sited majestically, at an elevated location amidst 67 fertile farmland 
acres. The Bedminster countryside moves in all directions and the 
open land provides ample opportunity for agrarian pursuits and/or a 
serious equestrian facility.

THE DUANE HOMSTEAD $1,795,000

Custom built 7,000 plus square foot home sited on 5.08 hilltop acres. This 
sprawling estate boasts 5+ bedrooms, five full baths and one half bath. Four 
wood burning fireplaces are strategically arranged throughout the home.

Laurie Madaus 203.948.5157

HILLTOP ACRES $1,500,000
Sited between River Road and Cafferty Road, in Point Pleasant, PA., is 
a pastoral 56 acre parcel waiting for your dream home. Here is a rare 
opportunity to acquire an even rarer parcel of land that is 20 minutes from 
New Hope and 1.2 hours from N.Y.C.

INDIAN HILLS $1,150,000

Beautiful 6.45 acre building lot with open fields located between 
Stockton and Sergeantsville. Septic design approved, ready to build 
your dream home in a lovely country setting. Stockton, NJ.

Norm Troxel  215.801.6100

STOCKTON ACRES $175,000
This custom home is situated on 60+ private acres in Bedmisnter Twp. 
A long paved driveway leads to this estate; perfectly positioned to enjoy 
360 degrees breathtaking long distance views of rolling hills and fields.

Daniela DeLuca 267.614.4345

STONEBRIDGE FARMS $3,450,000
EQUINE ENTHUSIAST: Greenwich Farm is a rare find, combining 20 
acres of pastures, a modern custom post-and-beam home, a 13+ stall 
barn with an indoor riding arena and spectacular panoramic views. 

Megan Waits 215.264.9144

GREENWICH FARM $1,495,000

Custom Zaveta home on 4 acres in Solebury. This home features 6 beds, 6 baths, 
home theater, wine room and an in-law suite. Extensive hardscape, pool w/ 
travertine decking, and fire pit. Easy access to New Jersey, NYC and Philadelphia.

Evan Walton 215.327.4709 or Christa Conte 215.962.5971

AUTUMN TRACE $2,499,000
Nestled on 6.56 acres surrounded by protected woodlands. This 5900 sq 
ft, 4 bedroom 5.1 bathroom home with office and home gym is perfect for 
entertaining and enjoying your own private oasis. Located in Belle Mead, NJ.

Nick Esser 646.745.5460

BELLE MEAD MANOR $1,295,000
Located in the New Hope Solebury School District is this newly renovated 
and spacious rental. Fabulous multi-purpose solarium addition, rear patio 
w/expansive back yard, large 2-story barn for storage and more!

Shelly Peterson 267.872.8204

HONEY HOLLOW $3,800/MO

Bucks County estate home located in Solebury Township is a winner of the 
Pinnacle Award for Custom Homes over $2 million. This 5 bedroom home is 
beautifully appointed featuring a series of covered porches, decks and balconies.

Margo Busund  215.801.2977 or Art Mazzei 610.428.4885

PAXSON RIDGE $2,295,000

MOVE-IN READY 56 ACRE LOT

PENDING

- English Proverb

"No matter how long 
the winter, spring is 

sure to follow."
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